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2. Mr. Modi wrote a Gujarati-language book
which describes events during the Emergency.
Ans: Sangharsh Ma Gujarat

3. Which institution was replaced by the NITI
Aayog? Ans: Planning Commission

4. Mr. Modi entered the Gujarat State
Legislature after winning a byelection in? Ans:
Rajkot Il

5. Mr. Modi wrote a foreword to a 2014
textbook by which Indian educationist? Ans:
Dinanath Batra

6. PM was a candidate in 2 LS constituencies
in 2014. Ans: Varanasi, Vadodara

Visual: This image signifies the launch of a
new initiative in 2014. Ans: Swachh Bharat
Abhiyaan on October 2, 2014

Early Birds: C Saravanan | Sadhan Kumar
Panda | Murari Mishra | Anubhav gupta

Qulz

BJP's Historic Victory in the 2014 Indian
General Election

e This victory marked the first time
since 1984 that a single party won enough
seats in the Lok Sabha to form a
government without coalition support.

Key Facts

Date of Election: April-May 2014
Total Seats in Lok Sabha: 543
Seats Needed for Majority: 272
BJP's Seats Won: 282

NDA's Total Seats: 336

BJP's Vote Share: Approximately

31.2%
e Congress's Seats: 44, marking its
worst performance in history

e The 1984 general election was the

last instance where a single party, the Indian National Congress (INC), secured an

outright majority in the Lok Sabha.

Sangharsh Ma Gujarat: A Glimpse into Narendra Modi's Role During the Emergency

Introduction to the Book

Author: Narendra Modi
Language: Gujarati
Publication Year: 1978

Title: Sangharsh Ma Gujarat (Translation: In the Struggles of Gujarat)

Context: Written during Modi's tenure as an RSS pracharak, the book offers a

firsthand account of the anti-Emergency movement in Gujarat during the 1975-77

period.

e Themes:

o Resistance: Chronicles the efforts of individuals and groups who opposed

the Emergency's imposition.

o Censorship: Highlights the challenges posed by media restrictions and the

spread of information.

o Civil Liberties: Discusses the impact of the Emergency on fundamental

rights and freedoms.

e Legacy: The book reflects on the resilience of democratic institutions and the
importance of vigilance in safeguarding them.

NITI Aayog and the Replacement of the Planning Commission

e NITI Aayog (National Institution for Transforming India) was established to replace
the Planning Commission, which was created in 1950.
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o Date of Establishment: 1st January 2015, by the Government of India under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

e Objective: To foster cooperative federalism, strategic policy thinking, and a more
dynamic approach to economic planning, replacing the top-down model of the
Planning Commission.

Background: Planning Commission

o Established: 15th March 1950 by Jawaharlal Nehru's government.

o Objective: Formulate Five-Year Plans for India, allocate central resources to states,
and guide overall national economic development.

e Criticism: Over time, the Planning Commission was viewed as rigid, centralized, and
less responsive to state-specific needs.

Formation of NITI Aayog

¢ Reason for Replacement:
o Need for bottom-up planning and state participation.
o Desire for a think-tank approach rather than direct allocation of funds.
o Focus on innovation, sustainable development, and strategic policy
planning.
o Legal Status: NITI Aayog was formed by an executive resolution, not through an act
of Parliament.

Key Features of NITI AayoG

e Chairperson: Prime Minister of India.
e Governing Council: Chief Ministers of all States and Lt. Governors of Union
Territories.
e Vice-Chairperson: Full-time member appointed by the PM.
e Objectives:
o Foster cooperative federalism by involving states in decision-making.
o Serve as a policy think tank for the government.
o Promote sustainable and inclusive development strategies.
o Monitor and evaluate programs and initiatives of the government.

o Key Initiatives:

o Aspirational Districts Programme: Improving governance and development
in backward districts.

o SDG Implementation: Monitoring India’s progress towards Sustainable
Development Goals.

o State Rankings and Policy Guidance: Providing policy support to states in
health, education, and infrastructure.

Differences Between Planning Commission and NITI Aayog

e Planning Commission:
o Centralized and top-down planning.
o Focused on allocation of funds through Five-Year Plans.
o Limited consultation with states.
« NITI Aayog:
o Promotes bottom-up planning.
o Acts as a policy advisory body, not fund allocation.
o Emphasizes cooperative federalism and evidence-based policy-making.
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Mr. Modi’s Entry into Gujarat State Legislature

e Narendra Modi, before becoming the Chief Minister of Gujarat, had to first secure a
seat in the Gujarat State Legislature to comply with constitutional requirements.

e Entry into the legislature was through a bye-election, a special election held when a
legislative seat becomes vacant.

The Bye-Election

e Constituency: Rajkot Il

o Political Context: Modi was appointed Chief Minister in 2001 after the resignation of
his predecessor Keshubhai Patel.

e Since Modi had not contested the 1998 Gujarat Assembly elections, he needed to
enter the legislative assembly within six months of assuming office, as mandated by
the Indian Constitution (Article 164).

Foreword by Mr. Modi in a 2014 Textbook

e In 2014, Narendra Modi, as the newly elected Prime Minister of India, wrote a
foreword for a textbook authored by the Indian educationist Dinanath Batra.

e The foreword was aimed at endorsing the educational content and vision reflected in
the textbook.

Dinanath Batra

« Dinanath Batra is a well-known Indian educationist and publisher.

e He has been associated with revising and promoting textbooks that emphasize
Indian heritage, culture, and historical perspectives in school curricula.

o Batra has been involved in various educational debates regarding the
representation of history and culture in textbooks.

Textbook Context

e The textbook by Dinanath Batra covered aspects of Indian history, culture, and
civics suitable for school-level education.

e It was part of broader debates on curriculum reform and educational content in
India during the early 2010s.

PM Modi’s Candidature in 2014 Lok Sabha Elections

e |Inthe 2014 Indian General Elections, Narendra Modi, the then Prime Ministerial
candidate of the BJP, contested from two Lok Sabha constituencies: Varanasi in
Uttar Pradesh and Vadodara in Gujarat.

e Contesting from two constituencies is permitted under Indian election law, allowing
candidates to secure a parliamentary seat even if they lose in one constituency.
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WASHINGTON

Trump names India as part of
23 illicit drug producing countries

AFP

U.S. President Donald Trump has named China, Afghanistan, India
and Pakistan among 23 major drug transit or major illicit drug
producing countries, saying that by manufacturing and trafficking
illicit drugs and precursor chemicals, these nations are threatening
the safety of the U.S. and its citizens. PTI

Trump names India as part of 23
illicit drug producing countries

T A YR B 23 3(AY HIGH G0
IdTeH ST BT 3T Iaram

e U.S. President Donald Trump has
named China, Afghanistan, India and
Pakistan among 23 major drug transit or
major illicit drug producing countries,
saying that by manufacturing and tracking
illicit drugs and precursor chemicals, these
nations are threatening the safety of the U.S.
and its citizens.
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On hold: A group of tourists leaves on foot due to a
protest by residents in Machu Picchu on Tuesday. AFP

Peru evacuates
1,600 tourists from

Machu Picchu
R

ence France-Presse
MACHU PICCHU

Peru has evacuated around 1,600 tourists from a
train station that serves the Inca citadel of Machu
Picchu after a local protest escalated into clashes
with police.

A UNESCO World Heritage Site since 1983, the
ancient fortified complex receives around 4,500
visitors a day, many of them foreigners, according
to the Tourism Ministry.

Visitors travel some 110 km by train from the ci-
ty of Cusco — the Inca empire’s ancient capital —
to the Aguas Calientes train station, then take a
bus to the entrance of Machu Picchu.

Residents placed logs and rocks on the tracks
on Monday to demand that their interests be re-
presented in the bidding process for the new bus
operator, after the previous firm’s 30-year conces-
sion expired.

Authorities on Tuesday evening evacuated 156
visitors, adding to the approximately 1,400 that
were brought out before.

A police statement said 14 officers were injured
in clashes with protesters during Monday night’s
temporary unblocking of the tracks.

Among the foreign tourists were French, Japa-
nese, American, Polish, Brazilian, German, and
Portuguese nationals.

The protest is organised by the Machu Picchu
Defense Front, which announced in a Sunday
statement that it would continue its action indefi-
nitely until the new transport company started
operations.

Tourism is key to the economy of Peru.

Peru evacuates 1,600 tourists from Machu
Picchu

U= 4 AT fU=g & 1,600 wdes! &t fFAaTar

e Peru has evacuated around 1,600 tourists from a
train station that serves the Inca citadel of Machu Picchu
after a local protest escalated into clashes with police.

U= 7 A1Y fUeg & ST fhd ad ST aTel o R o TTHT
1,600 Tfed! &1 FHIA 7, 94 Teh ®IF Ry sgaw
gi%ra & Y FSul § g T

e A UNESCO World Heritage Site since 1983, the
ancient fortified complex receives around 4,500 visitors a
day, many of them foreigners, according to the Tourism
Ministry.

1983 ¥ TP gD fy eRIg: ®Id, I8 U fohan aReR
UfafdT TIT 4,500 NI o) U Rl &, Ford @ F3
Rr2xht 81 &, Tdfe WO & SR

e Visitors travel some 110 km by train from the city of
Cusco — the Inca empire’s ancient capital — to the
Aguas Calientes train station, then take a bus to the
entrance of Machu Picchu.
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e Residents placed logs and rocks on the tracks on
Monday to demand that their interests be represented in the
bidding process for the new bus operator, after the
previous firm’s 30-year concession exp|red

| 3 HHaR &1 UeRl R defedt 3R IR 3T T,
T8 HiT B3 P R i TU 97 SHTIRex F 2w et ufdpar
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e Authorities on Tuesday evening evacuated 156
visitors, adding to the approximately 1,400 that were
brought out before.

[ < TR =9 $I 156 SATgD] I Hobrer,
o Ugel fepTet 71T TTHIT 1,400 TN 1 ST | SWA0T
B3Il

o A police statement said 14 officers were injured in
clashes with protesters during Monday night’s temporary
unblocking of the tracks.

T Yo ST J g1 T fob WHaR Ird vefal &
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e Among the foreign tourists were French,
Japanese, American, Polish, Brazilian, German, and
Portuguese nationals.

Frefiferars, S iR gerelt AT i 31

e The protest is organised by the Machu Picchu Defense Front, which announced in a
Sunday statement that it would continue its action indefinitely until the new transport

company started operations.
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Tourism is key to the economy of Peru.

e, v Y srfeqawar & fow Agayuf B

Machu Picchu

* Machu Picchu is a 15th-century Inca citadel located in the Eastern Cordillera of southern Peru,
South America.

* Built by the Inca emperor Pachacuti (1438—1472).

* Declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site (1983) and one of the New Seven Wonders of the
World (2007).

* Known as the “Lost City of the Incas”.

Geographical Location

* Situated on a mountain ridge (2,430 m above sea level).

* Lies above the Urubamba River valley in Cusco Region, Peru.

* Surrounded by high peaks of the Andes — strategic and defensive location.

* Access: From Cusco city (80 km) — by train or trekking via the Inca Trail.

Historical Background

* Built around 1450 AD under Pachacuti Inca Yupanqui.

* Served as a royal estate / ceremonial centre for Inca rulers.

» Abandoned in the 16th century during Spanish conquest (but not discovered by Spaniards).
* Rediscovered in 1911 by Hiram Bingham, an American explorer.

Structure and Architecture

* Area covers about 325 sq. km with terraced fields, plazas, temples, and residences.
* Built in classical Inca style — polished dry-stone walls (ashlar technique).
* Major structures:

o Temple of the Sun

o Intihuatana Stone (ritual stone linked to astronomy & solstices)
¢ Room of the Three Windows

e Agricultural terraces for farming & erosion control.

Cultural and Religious Significance

* Served as a ceremonial, astronomical, and agricultural hub.
* The Intihuatana stone is believed to be a solar clock/calendar.
* Worship of Inti (Sun God) and rituals tied to agriculture and astronomy.
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New Seven Wonders of the World (2007)

1. Great Wall of China (China)

e World’s longest man-made structure (~21,196 km).

o Built between 7th century BCE — 16th century CE by different dynasties.
e Purpose: Defense against invasions (notably Mongols).

e UNESCO World Heritage Site (1987).

2. Petra (Jordan)

e Ancient rock-cut city, also known as the Rose City due to its pink sandstone cliffs.
o Built by the Nabataeans around 5th century BCE.

e Famous sites: Al-Khazneh (The Treasury), Monastery.

e Rediscovered in 1812 by Swiss explorer Johann Burckhardt.

e UNESCO World Heritage Site (1985).

3. Christ the Redeemer (Brazil)

e Huge Art Deco-style statue of Jesus Christ in Rio de Janeiro.
e Height: 30 meters (98 ft), arms spanning 28 meters.

e Built between 1922-1931, inaugurated on 12 October 1931.

e Symbol of peace and Christianity.

¢ One of the most recognized landmarks in Latin America.

4. Machu Picchu (Peru)

e 15th-century Inca citadel located high in the Andes Mountains (~2,430 m).
e Built under Emperor Pachacuti (1438-1472).

e Rediscovered in 1911 by Hiram Bingham.

e Known as the “Lost City of the Incas”.

e UNESCO World Heritage Site (1983).

5. Chichen Itza (Mexico)

e Ancient Maya city (9th—12th century CE) located in Yucatan.

e Famous structure: El Castillo (Temple of Kukulcan), a pyramid dedicated to the feathered
serpent god.

o Shows Maya expertise in astronomy and mathematics.

e UNESCO World Heritage Site (1988).

6. Roman Colosseum (Italy)

e Ancient amphitheater in Rome, completed in 80 CE under Emperor Titus.
e Capacity: 50,000-80,000 spectators.

o Used for gladiatorial contests, public spectacles, dramas.

e UNESCO World Heritage Site (1980).

e Symbol of Roman engineering and culture.
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7. Taj Mahal (India)

Built by Mughal Emperor Shah Jahan (1632-1648) in memory of his wife Mumtaz Mahal.
Located in Agra, Uttar Pradesh, India.
Made of white marble, combining Persian, Islamic, and Indian architecture.
UNESCO World Heritage Site (1983).

Known as the “Symbol of Eternal Love”.

A change in mindset helped:
Grand Swiss champion Vaishali

CHESS

K. Keerthivasan
CHENNAI

India’s R. Vaishali defend-
ed her title in the Grand
Swiss Chess League, which
no other player in the open
or women’s section had
done before. But it was a
tournament the 24-year-
old from Chennai was not
keen to play in the first
place.

After a poor Chennai
Grandmasters in August
where she managed just
one point (two draws) and
suffered seven straight
losses, Vaishali was low on
confidence. It was at the in-
sistence of her mentor and
coach R. B. Ramesh, that
she decided to compete.

“I forgot that I was the
defending champion! It
was two years ago. A lot of
things happened in bet-

Vaishali. FIDE

ween. Especially because
the Chennai event did not
go well,” said Vaishali in an
interview with The Hindu
here on Wednesday.

“But Ramesh sir and
Karthikeyan Murali told
me to play as it was a diffe-
rent field from the Chennai
GMs,” said added.

“I didn’t do any special
preparation. I was just re-
laxing at home. Maybe the
change in  mindset
helped,” she said.

Winning the first round
against IM Gulrukhbegim
Tokhirjonova was a huge
relief for Vaishali. “It was
like I forgot how it felt to
win a game. The wins (she
won her first three games)
gave me a lot of confi-
dence,” said Vaishali.

A defeat at the hands of
Bibisara Assaubayeva of
Kazakhstan in the eighth
round nearly dented her
chances, but a crucial tri-
umph over Ukraine’s Mari-
ya Muzychuk in the penul-

timate round proved
crucial.
“Iam happy that I didn’t

collapse after the defeat to
Bibisara, which was very
important. I was lucky to
win against Mariya,” she
said.

Vaishali said she hasn’t
planned anything for the
Candidates. “I want to
train well and be in the
best frame of mind,” she
said.
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A change in mindset helped: Grand Swiss champion Vaishali

O § 9¢ard A Heg $1: A a9 A= aumed

¢ India’s R. Vaishali defended her title in the Grand Swiss Chess League, which no other
player in the open or women’s section had done before.
YR Pt AR, amelt 7 U & o ofvr & a0 Ryare s, s eivaer o afgen ot & foeht
3= Raars! = ugd et fobam ol

e Butit was a tournament the 24-year-old from Chennai was not keen to play in the first place.
AP T8 U TtHe o1 o Aers ot 24 aeffg fFaret 3= H @ & 5530 el of|

e After a poor Chennai Grandmasters in August where she managed just one point (two
draws) and suffered seven straight losses, Vaishali was low on confidence.
ST H TR1E IS ASHREH & g, G%Te%ﬁﬁt%wwm‘rsnsﬁa%m 3R 91
AR §IR S, AR BT ATAIY Igd HH 81 T |

e It was at the insistence of her mentor and coach R. B. Ramesh, that she decided to
compete.
g 3% e 3R P AR, . T & SR < W AT b I U1 7 1 fFofg forn

e ‘| forgot that | was the defending champion! It was two years ago. A lot of things happened in
between. Especially because the Chennai event did not go well,” said Vaishali in an
interview with The Hindu here on Wednesday.
F @ T8t for & FEHTET dftra= g1 a5 < 91d Ugd @1 1d § 1 39 o9 9gd O 9ol ga |
TR Rl IAE gde ST 7ol T1,” =M A Tg1 GUAR D1 § iEg 3l [AT ey # Fg1l

¢ “But Ramesh sir and Karthikeyan Murali told me to play as it was a different field from the
Chennai GMs,” she added.
QA T W 3R Fiffba qreft 7 I3 W & o HT Rl I8 ATS SHTRT T 3T &85
1, I Sl

o “l didn’t do any special preparation. | was just relaxing at home. Maybe the change in mindset
helped,” she said.

H DTS T TR T BT H T R W R &R 51 | e \ig | ggard A qag 31
SERES
e Winning the first round against IM Gulrukhbegim Tokhirjonova was a huge relief for
Vaishali.
TS AT AfERSNIaT & RIATH Tgel IS S Sia-1 a=melt & oy 9ga S8t wgd At

e ‘It was like | forgot how it felt to win a game. The wins (she won her first three games) gave
me a lot of confidence,” said Vaishali.

T I R H Yt 718 ot fob D Sfia &7 Tew FAT eI 81 3 ofid (S8 3UH Ued i @4
o) A 42 9ga Sefayry faan,” a=medt 3 werl

¢ A defeat at the hands of Bibisara Assaubayeva of Kazakhstan in the eighth round nearly
dented her chances, but a crucial triumph over Ukraine’s Mariya Muzychuk in the
penultimate round proved crucial.

FHABEAT B! [ITAART AAFTRAT 9 3HT3d ISS H el gR A 3% Hidh THT FH TR
f3u 3, A= g o) wifa gf3rge W sifaw A ugd wds A e Sid Rufas arfad g3 |

e ‘I am happy that | didn’t collapse after the defeat to Bibisara, which was very important. | was
lucky to win against Mariya,” she said.

T3 G B for FAfeaRT ¥ 8RA & a1g & 716t ¢, S 9ga meayut unl & yrgRme ot f wfar
¥ RIATE Sitd g, I8 el
. Valshall said she hasn’t planned anythlng for the Candidates.
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GS Paper 1: History, Society and Geography

Pagelo
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1. Welfare board for nomadic, denotified groups seeks funds, staff,
permanent panel status
i, faea augl & fore seumur 91 7 oM, wTw, Wi 89 &1 gt 7
2. Alittle-known resistance in Malabar region during the run-up to
Independence
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Welfare board for nomadic, denotified groups

seeks funds, staff, permanent panel status

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

More than five years after
the Development and Wel-
fare Board for De-notified,
Nomadic, and Semi-No-
madic Communities
(DWBDNC) was first set up,
its two existing members
have written to Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi,
seeking more members,
staff, financial powers, stat-
utory backing, and perma-
nent Commission status.

Without such measures,
they warned, the Board is
unable to address the com-
munities’ grievances effec-
tively, and has “hindered
sustained progress”.

The letter — signed by
DWBDNC members Bha-
ratbhai Patni and Pravin
Ghuge, both BJP leaders —
was sent to the Prime Mi-
nister’s Office (PMO) in
April this year, but is yet to
get any response, sources
told The Hindu.

In December 2017, the
Idate Commission had
compiled a list of about
1,200 denotified (DNT),
nomadic (NT), and semi-
nomadic (SNT) tribal com-
munities, all of which are
already part of Scheduled
Caste (SC), Scheduled
Tribe (ST), or other back-

The panel members also called for dedicated budget allocations for

the welfare of nomadic and semi-nomadic groups. FILE PHOTO

ward class (OBC) lists, and
another 269 communities
which have not yet been
classified as SC, ST, or OBC.
The Anthropological Sur-
vey of India then studied
these communities and re-
commended their categor-
isation, but the Social Jus-
tice Ministry is yet to act on
these recommendations.
In their letter, Mr. Patni
and Mr. Ghuge “strongly
urge” the Centre to recog-
nise the entire list legally as
SC/DNT, ST/DNT, OBC/
DNT, or General/DNT
through Gazette
notifications.

Funding and research
They also called for dedi-
cated Budget allocations at

the Central and State levels
for these communities, na-
tionwide directives to stan-
dardise community certifi-
cates, which are currently
issued by just seven States,
and recommended modifi-
cations to the Scheme for
Economic Empowerment
of DNTs (SEED), adminis-
tered by the Social Justice
Ministry.

“Even after 3 years, we
could not implement it
[SEED] on a wider scale,”
the members said. They
asked the PM to direct im-
provements to the scheme,
including financial assis-
tance to buy land for hous-
ing, NOCs for people who
have lived for over 20 years
in kutcha homes on land

they do not own, and edu-
cational benefits for denot-
ified, nomadic and semi-
nomadic groups at par
with what is available for
Scheduled Caste and Sche-
duled Tribe students.

‘Lack of data’

Seeking to “prioritise con-
crete actions” to imple-
ment the Idate Commis-
sion’s recommendations,
the members said, “There
is a serious lack of reliable,
region-specific, and com-
prehensive data on NTDNT
communities. This makes
evidence-based policy for-
mulation a challenge.”

The DWBDNC was con-
stituted in February 2019
with the NDA government
saying that it was “commit-
ted to reach the most de-
prived citizens”. Though
the Idate Commission had
called for a permanent
Commission for DNTs, the
government said that
would result in a jurisdic-
tional overlap, as many of
these communities already
fall under either SC, ST, or
OBC categories. Instead, it
set up the DWBDNC under
the aegis of the Social Jus-
tice Ministry.

A little over five years la-
ter, the Board only has two
nominated members, with

three more yet to be ap-
pointed. It has no chair-
man or financial adviser,
and limited financial auth-
ority, the two members
told the PM. They added
that Deputy Secretaries
and Undersecretaries need
to be appointed, and that
“inadequate office space li-
mits its functionality”.

According to the Board’s
website, however, Social
Justice Secretary Amit Ya-
dav currently holds the
post of chairman. The
Board is also served by
Chief Executive Officer V.
Appa Rao, one Additional
Secretary of the Social Jus-
tice Ministry, and one De-
puty Secretary.

It is also supposed to
have one representative
each from the Tribal Af-
fairs Ministry and the De-
partment of School Educa-
tion, as well as five
nominated members work-
ing in this domain.

Noting that the
DWBDNC notification said
members would have a
rank equivalent to Joint Se-
cretary, Mr. Patni and Mr.
Ghuge asked for their pays-
cales to also be aligned, to
“resolve  administrative
hurdles, such as obtaining
ID cards, and ensure parity
in their official capacity”.

Demonstrators protesting against the government’s proposed cost-cutting measures during a
rally againstnationalist premier Fico in Bratislava, Slovakia on Tuesday. Around 18,000
people are estimated to have attended the protest called by the Opposition.
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Welfare board for nomadic, denotified groups seeks funds, staff, permanent
panel status

gHq, foqe 99el & fore wearur 1S 7 oM, 1w, R 894 &7 guf 9im

More than five years after the Development and Welfare Board for De-notified, Nomadic,
and Semi-Nomadic Communities (DWBDNC) was first set up, its two existing members
have written to Prime Minister Narendra Modi, seeking more members, staff, financial
powers, statutory backing, and permanent Commission status.

faqa, gug o sref-gug Ter & fa®srT 3k HeuTur 918 (DWBDNC) &1 RITAT & Ui
I | MU T 918, 39 &l I Fakd) A YUTTHET g W B 07 forgan siitis I,
T, facig ISR, aue T SR IR SR &1 gorf Jrm|

Without such measures, they warned, the Board is unable to address the communities’
grievances effectively, and has “hindered sustained progress”.

I Iara-t <l 7o 31 Ul & o1 9IS S TGRN &t RIGH™d! B TUTdl &7 9§ S g1 H2
FHdT 3R 3T "RIAR WA & STer 37 5

The letter — signed by DWBDNC members Bharatbhai Patni and Pravin Ghuge, both BJP
leaders — was sent to the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) in April this year, but is yet to get
any response, sources told The Hindu.

Ig U9 — f5R TR DWBDNC & T WRAHTS Tet 3R ydis git, 1 Wear Aan g, &
TEER & — 39 a9 3fe H UUTH= Srafad (PMO) B 1Sl 77 T, AfhT 31d T Dl
gfiferan 181 et &, A = /o ! Faml

In December 2017, the Idate Commission had compiled a list of about 1,200 denotified
(DNT), nomadic (NT), and semi-nomadic (SNT) tribal communities, all of which are already
part of Scheduled Caste (SC), Scheduled Tribe (ST), or other backward class (OBC) lists,
and another 269 communities which have not yet been classified as SC, ST, or OBC.

fewav 2017 O, gaTd SIMRANT A TIHT 1,200 fage (DNT), qcrg (NT) 3R 3ref-gwg (SNT)
WWﬁWWﬁ%ﬁ S ggd ¥ & Srggfed Siifd (SC), S SI=etid (ST)
mar:qﬁwaﬁ(osqﬁazﬁw%w% 3R 37 269 HHG! ! UgaH Bt T3 ot 3t da
SC, ST 1 OBC & =9 § Fiffepd el |

The Anthropological Survey of Indla then studied these communities and recommended
their categorisation, but the Social Justice Ministry is yet to act on these recommendations.

S IC WA AT HI4I0T = 5 FHET b1 S b 3R b a0l 1
RIS 31, AfesT ArfoTe = wared = il 0 37 RIwIRRI IR $RATs o1 Bl gl

In their letter, Mr. Patni and Mr. Ghuge “strongly urge” the Centre to recognise the entire list
legally as SC/DNT, ST/DNT, OBC/DNT, or General/DNT through Gazette notifications.

3o o #, oft get 3R off gt A s T SR <R 31E foa fob Ot et ol Trete SiftrgEeT &
e ¥ SC/DNT, ST/DNT, OBC/DNT, 7 |HIHTRI/DNT & U T D1 HI=Ial & ol |

Funding and research

favT dioT SR SR

They also called for dedicated Budget allocations at the Central and State levels for these
communities, nationwide directives to standardise community certificates, which are
currently issued by just seven States, and recommended modifications to the Scheme for
Economic Empowerment of DNTs (SEED), administered by the Social Justice Ministry.

I 7 G & fore Feia SR Ieg TR W FAfd dele 3imded, Sxreardt e gR
TSRS YHTUIAT BT ATB BT @mﬂﬁmmmmwmm%

AT <19 HATeR gRT Aanferd fagea wqerl & snffe a=ifeasor gy (SEED) T
TN B RABIRT Bl

“Even after 3 years, we could not implement it [SEED] on a wider scale,” the members said.
Hawdl A Fg1, a8l d% & 3 /e §1g Hi, §H 3 [SEED)] ! ATUS TR IR AR Tg] P UL g 1"
They asked the PM to direct improvements to the scheme, including financial assistance to
buy land for housing, NOCs for people who have lived for over 20 years in kutcha homes
on land they do not own, and educational benefits for denotified, nomadic and semi-
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nomadic groups at par with what is available for Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe
students.

I T @ 9 Ao § GUR & FR o1 &1 3 s, o sirare & fore iy @dien
7q faxfta TgrrdT, 39 a1 & fau THsiRA =nfia g1 S 20 9uf ¥+ R & 0 YA W e
& Sl 37T e B, 3R faer, griq 3R 3ref-griq gug ¥ forw Aare arw S erggfera siifar ok
IR eIt & S @ S B

‘Lack of data’
Sl B HH

e Seeking to “prioritise concrete actions” to implement the Idate Commission’s
recommendations, the members said, “There is a serious lack of reliable, region-specific,
and comprehensive data on NTDNT communities. This makes evidence-based policy
formulation a challenge.”
gaTd SATART FI RGBT B AR HA & AU "3 HeH! DI TIHSHAT &1 BT AR HRd gL,
T 3 HgT, " NTDNT TR IR faya-a, g=-faRliy ok aames et ot ik &t 5 1 5o
reg-menfed ifa Fafor o gt s S g 1

o The DWBDNC was constituted in February 2019 with the NDA government saying that it
was “committed to reach the most deprived citizens”.

DWBDNC T 713 WAt 2019 | foal 71 U1, 5 TASIT WK A dal Ul fb 95 e dfad
TATRT T Uge & forg ufdeg B

e Though the Idate Commission had called for a permanent Commission for DNTs, the
government said that would result in a jurisdictional overlap, as many of these communities
already fall under either SC, ST, or OBC categories.
gTdifd S&Td TN 3 DNTs & foTT Te IR ST &1 77 &1 ff, TRPR = Fal foh 3o
ARPR AT Sfaray g1 ST, i $79 I s THe Usd 4 81 SC, ST a1 OBC 9 &
3iqid 3md B

e |Instead, it set up the DWBDNC under the aegis of the Social Justice Ministry.
S TOI, U ATHING <A1 WATAT & 3¢l DWBDNC & =0 | R{1fUd fasar |

o Alittle over five years later, the Board only has two nominated members, with three more
yet to be appointed.
U 9T @ O 3fIe 90T 918, 1S | Had af A1fd 9a §, waih diF 3R @ 3nft
frgaa frar s arat g

¢ |t has no chairman or financial adviser, and limited financial authority, the two members
told the PM.
=0 PIS el a1 faxhia Feme®R e 8, ok faxit SR Wfta 8, < vt 3 wuresh
DI I

o They added that Deputy Secretaries and Undersecretaries need to be appointed, and that
“inadequate office space limits its functionality”.
I el i 3 Afa 3R isw afua &1 Fygfaa &t St 7nfeu &R srafa srfay wm
D! BRI BT WA AT 6 1"

e According to the Board’s website, however, Social Justice Secretary Amit Yadav currently
holds the post of chairman.
BT, TS B dIISE & IR, IaA | ATATG <1 \iya Sifid areq sfeael &1 g
HHIA IR B

e The Board is also served by Chief Executive Officer V. Appa Rao, one Additional
Secretary of the Social Justice Ministry, and one Deputy Secretary.

TS ! §BI SRAIGRT TUSTRY dY. 30T 19, ARG <17 §A6d & T Afaivad dfa
3R TS IU g gR1 +f Ja1 UgH & St g

e ltis also supposed to have one representative each from the Tribal Affairs Ministry and
the Department of School Education, as well as five nominated members working in this
domain.

O ST ST HArey SR T e Ay I ve-ue ufafAfy, o s g A wvm
HA 9Tt i AIfHa Ao i g A1l
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¢ Noting that the DWBDNC notification said members would have a rank equivalent to Joint

Secretary, Mr. Patni and Mr. Ghuge asked for their pay scales to also be aligned, to

“‘resolve administrative hurdles, such as obtaining ID cards, and ensure parity in their official

capacity”.

Ig &M ¢d gU fis DWBDNC SIfARTeET & %81 71 § o Wawdl &1 g ugad uitd & sR1aR

B, oft ue=it R ot g 7 St daH B 1 TUE HRA BT 3mE faan, A1 eSSt Bre
T R S Ui STenaft ol gt far o1 9o 3R I iR &mar H JAmdT

I 1 o T

A little-known resistance in Malabar region
during the run-up to Independence

A new book sheds light on the ‘Malabar Revolt’ in an area which had a history of Muslims and Hindus collaboratively persevering in their defiance

against colonial forces; other books explore its links to the Khilafat movement and why it is more than a peasant uprising

Ziya Us Salam

rowing up in Delhi, one had
only a limited idea about the
resistance movement in the
Malabar region. The popular
history books tended to treat it at best asa
little outpost of the freedom movement.
Noted historian Bipan Chandra in India’s
Struggle for Independence (Penguin)
dubbed it as a peasant movement.

“In August 1921, peasant discontent
erupted in the Malabar district of Kerala.
Here, Mappila tenants rebelled. Their
grievances related to lack of any security
of tenure, renewal fees, high rents...the
impetus for resistance had first come
from the Malabar District Congress
Conference at Manjeri in April 1920,
Chandra writes. Sumit Sarkar too,
confined himself to calling it an
“anti-landlord revolt” in his book, Modern
India (1885-1947), published by Pearson.
There have been noises about the
association with the Khilafat movement in
academic circles, though. Just as there are
historians who see it merely from a
communal prism. A holistic picture had
failed to emerge.

Enlightening exploration
Some belated but well-deserved attention
on the resistance movement has come
courtesy Abbas Panakkal’s Musaliar King:
Decolonial Historiography of Malabar’s
Resistance (Bloomsbury). Starting oft as an
exploratory exercise on the 75th
anniversary of the movement, Panakkal’s
venture transforms into an enlightening
journey.

Early in the book, the author writes,
“The socio-geographical landscape of our

A little-known resistance in Malabar region during the run-up to Independence

community underwent profound
transformations in the wake of the
cataclysmic events of 1921-22. This epoch
witnessed a staggering loss of lives, the
forced displacement of families... The old
mosque of Tirurangadi emerged as a
veritable repository of memories and
narratives, a historical bastion of
ideological resistance against the British
colonial apparatus.” Fittingly, it was on
the commemoration of the 75th
anniversary of the 1921 resistance that
Panakkal started his exploration,
speaking to the family members of those
directly involved.

Among them was Muhammed Ali
Musaliar, grandson of Ali Musaliar, a
luminary of the 1921 struggle. The British
referred to Ali Musaliar as a king; the
locals regarded him as a community and
spiritual leader, calling him Musaliar
Uppapa. Indeed, if Musaliar was a ‘king’,
Malabar was his ‘kingdom’.

Incidentally, the term Malabar is
derived from the vernacular Mala,
signifying hill, and the affix originating
from the Arabic word barr, which means
the source of all goodness. The region had
a long tradition of anti-colonial resistance
dating back to the 16th century. “Muslims
and Hindus collaboratively persevered in
their resistance against colonial forces,”
writes Panakkal.

This strong anti-colonial stance had
unforeseen consequences. The British,
with not a little help from some Indian
officials, sought to undermine the
movement. Among them was C. Gopalan
Nair, Malabar district deputy collector,
who “unabashedly deployed his literary
prowess in favour of the British cause”.
Observes Panakkal: “The usage of terms

such as Malabar Revolt and Moplah
Rebellion to delineate these struggles is
emblematic of this issue. Revolt itself is a
term crafted by colonial administration,
characterising violent actions against a
recognised government or ruler.”

‘Peaceful coexistence’

There were others, though, whose hearts
beat for the locals, luminaries who either
linked the resistance to the Khilafat
movement or, in isolation, read it as an
agrarian struggle. Among them were
Saumyendranath Tagore, who regarded it
as “an organic and spontaneous ‘uprising’
of the Malabar peasantry against British
imperial rule” and E.M.S.
Namboodiripad, who too “didn’t discount
the role played by agrarian discontent”.
There was a common thread: the
oppression and exploitation meted out by
colonial officials and landlords was no less
severe upon the Hindu peasants as they
were on their Muslim counterparts.
Writes Panakkal, “The Malabar narrative
heralded a rare phenomenon: the
harmonious convergence of Hindus and
Muslims. This coalition was underpinned
by a shared objective — to oust the
oppressor — and a collective aspiration for
a peaceful coexistence in the region.”

It is something with which even R.N.
Hitchcock, police superintendent of
Malabar, agreed. As written by N.P.
Chekkutty in Mappila and Comrades: A
Century of Communist-Muslim
Relations (Other Books). “Hitchcock also
reveals that Hindus were involved in the
rebellion, at least in some parts of the
affected areas. “The Hindus took an active
part only in the extreme south-eastern
area of the Valluvanad taluk and in small

numbers for a concise time. They were
then responsible for much property
damage’.” In his persuasively argued
book, with much of the focus on the
post-resistance time in the late 1930s and
40s, Chekkutty also talks of the rebels not
harming any substantial section of the
local population before going on to
document the failure of the Congress to
retain local Muslim support after the
resistance movement. It was a vacuum
which both the Communist Party of India
and the All India Muslim League
attempted to fill.

The Khilafat angle

Interestingly, against this background of
common cause transcending the confines
of faith came the pan-Islamist Khilafat
movement. Things became even more
ironic as Malabar’s historical tapestry of
anti-colonial resistance “had been woven
with threads of unity binding Muslims
and non-Muslims in a shared ‘jihad’ to
safeguard the throne of the Hindu king,
the Zamorin of Calicut,” as analysed by
Panakkal. Khilafat, Non-Cooperation,
Mappila, with seemingly disparate social
elements, all fused to bring about a strong
anti-colonial movement.

Indeed, here both the communities
enjoyed a rare camaraderie, and there
was a happy collective involvement even
in religiously significant events like
the nercha and utsavam. During the latter,
Muslim families returned with bags full of
jaggery candies, much like Ali Musaliar
used to do for Amina, his daughter. Sums
up Panakkal: “The experience of Muslims
and Islam in South India is different from
the experience in North India, and this is
not trivial.”

Iaadl B AR & SR HAIR &7 A HH SH1-UgarT yfaie

Malabar Resistance Movement

AR UfaRIY g

e Growing up in Delhi, one had only a limited idea about the resistance movement in the
Malabar region.
fewet & ud-a¢ e o AaaR &7 § gfeRiY Sfigra o IR § dad Sifd SHeRT i

e The popular history books tended to treat it at best as a little outpost of the freedom
movement.

D0 S8 B fhdid 38 SHfIHad Tad=dT Sigia-t T TP SleT 3FT AT |
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¢ Noted historian Bipan BIBLIOGRAPHY
Chandra in India’s Struggle :
for Independence (Penguin)
dubbed it as a peasant
movement.
IR sfaeeR fauq =g A
India’s Struggle for
Independence (a'ﬂs_—f) oz

' Eal

¢ “In August 1921, peasant
discontent erupted in the
Malabar district of Kerala.
Here, Mappila tenants
rebelled. Their grievances
related to lack of any
security of tenure, renewal
fees, high rents...the
impetus for resistance had
first come from the Malabar District Congress Conference at Manjeri in April 1920,”
Chandra writes.

ST <% forad €, “oRTd 1921 #, framl # Sy %he UST ovd & HaaR ford 71 8],

wftren frvreR] A fagie frar| S9! Rremd Y-gRem Bt $, Tder gep, F e

?}raﬁam...qﬁﬁaﬁawnuﬁﬁwaramgzoﬁnﬁ']ﬁﬁmwﬁmmmﬁmﬁané
e

e Sumit Sarkar too confined himself to calling it an “anti-landlord revolt” in his book, Modern
India (1885-1947), published by Pearson. _ ]
I PR 7 1 30T fHdTd Modern India (1885-1947) ¥ 34 $had “wHIgR-faRi<h fagis”

Cadl

e There have been noises about the association with the Khilafat movement in academic
circles, though
RIei, Qeffors ST & 3 FATrd g 3 sied &) w=f W@ |

o Just as there are historians who see it merely from a communal prism.

I RE B3 SfAgHR 38 Had AHIGHIS TR J @A T

A holistic picture had failed to emerge.

TH YUl TR IR IR 61 o i

Enlightening Exploration
ST

o Some belated but well-deserved attention on the resistance movement has come courtesy
Abbas Panakkal’s Musaliar King: Decolonial Historiography of Malabar’s Resistance
(Bloomsbury).

FS R Yl IR s TRy 3fSier R 31T § e U-apel ! farard Musaliar
King: Decolonial Historiography of Malabar’s Resistance (W) & HRUT|

e Starting off as an exploratory exercise on the 75th anniversary of the movement,
Panakkal’s venture transforms into an enlightening journey.

G Bt 759t TG TR U SAYUITHD NTH & ¥ H = gafl, Tahd &1 YA Th
UHTRIYUf g & Sdt T

o Early in the book, the author writes, “The socio-geographical landscape of our community
underwent profound transformations in the wake of the cataclysmic events of 1921-22. This
epoch witnessed a staggering loss of lives, the forced displacement of families...The old
mosque of Tirurangadi emerged as a veritable repository of memories and narratives, a
historical bastion of ideological resistance against the British colonial apparatus.”

forare & YR YN & e foad §, “TART THar & ATHTG- Wi e R = 1921-
22 T YIS TSl & G e URdd & | 39 7T A s SgI, URAR! &1 gaqdd
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T 3. faeTet ot R e wfaa 8fiR wutelt &1 aredafa® YeR sHaR IH, S
fafewr shuf~ Al @7 & faems faRuRTes ufekty w1 ¥fdeRe e g1

o Fittingly, it was on the commemoration of the 75th anniversary of the 1921 resistance that
Panakkal started his exploration, speaking to the family members of those directly involved.

IUgad Y ¥, G5 = SO Wil Bt I 1921 FleRiY Ft 750t aefinis R &1, 3k W
A Nl & IRaR & el 4 Siddid i

o Among them was Muhammed Ali Musaliar, grandson of Ali Musaliar, a luminary of the
1921 struggle.
3D o9 U Ygwg Ielt AR, 3reft GARMIR & Uld, o 1921 & |uy & Jg@ Y|

e The British referred to Ali Musaliar as a king; the locals regarded him as a community and
spiritual leader, calling him Musaliar Uppapa.
fafewr 3 areft TafRMAR &1 IeI Har, WK N 3¢ IHerd 3R snearfdrs Adr 74 2, 3R
AR IWraT Fgd o

e Indeed, if Musaliar was a ‘king’, Malabar was his ‘kingdom’.
a1, I FARRAR T 6T 3, O HAdR 3761 ST AT

¢ Incidentally, the term Malabar is derived from the vernacular Mala, signifying hill, and the
affix originating from the Arabic word barr, which means the source of all goodness.

3R, TeE TEEIR RIFIT HTST TG 3 37 2, Rt ol & UgTe, 3R Iuent oRel Teg &R 9,
et srd 3 |3t Hemg @1 Hia|
e The region had a long tradition of anti-colonial resistance dating back to the 16th century.

39 &7 H Sffuf~afre faRiy & del WuRT ft, o 16 TS d Sl g

¢ “Muslims and Hindus collaboratively persevered in their resistance against colonial forces,”
writes Panakkal.
U d forad ], “qaedr ok fag e situfafre aredl & s ufaekty & & @ 17

e This strong anti-colonial stance had unforeseen consequences.

9 Hofeg Situfafre faRieh @ & srraarfRra ufoma gl
e  The British, with not a little help from some Indian officials, sought to undermine the
movement.
fofer, 5 YRR RBIRGT ®1 e & 1Y, ST AGIAT Bl HFHSR B DI BRI B |
e Among them was C. Gopalan Nair, Malabar district deputy collector, who “unabashedly
deployed his literary prowess in favour of the British cause”.

39 i A . MUTa IR, AaaR e Iu-saaey, forein “fafesr o & uer & st
Tifefre ufaur f5r g & swaa 11

e Observes Panakkal: “The usage of terms such as Malabar Revolt and Moplah Rebellion to
delineate these struggles is emblematic of this issue. Revolt itself is a term crafted by
colonial administration, characterising violent actions against a recognised government
or ruler.”

9% d b1 TAh §: “S JUN! &bl dd B & foTT Malabar Revolt 3{R Moplah Rebellion
S Yeat T IYTNT 39 THIT BT Udid & | Revolt Xec W4 TR U= gRT =121 T
2, S T HI-IdT U WRPR g1 WP & AT 69 Pars & i g1’
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‘Peaceful Coexistence’

e There were others, though, whose hearts beat for the locals, luminaries who either linked the
resistance to the Khilafat movement or, in isolation, read it as an agrarian struggle.

WWW@WQWWWFﬁﬁ%%QW%n T8 Ui oA )
Jigia & fGaTdd Sfigha I SISl AT 3T IR 34 iy |ud & =g & ¢l

¢ Among them were Saumyendranath Tagore, who regarded it as “an organic and
spontaneous ‘uprising’ of the Malabar peasantry against British imperial rule” and
E.M.S. Namboodlrlpad who too “didn’t discount the role played by a\;gﬁl:rlan discontent”.

I o & WY AR, R 38 AR & framl &1 9e ok wered fage
e Srrard) e & e T 3R €.ea.TE. Agediure, R 1 phy ey @
DT I ToR3{eTSl g1 (bl
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There was a common thread: the oppression and exploitation meted out by colonial
officials and landlords was no less severe upon the Hindu peasants as they were on their
Muslim counterparts.

TS HIZT 4T oT: 3ftufafRre sftraiay oik srfterY gri fasar o que oiv =T fig
foraml o for ot 31 1 FER U a1 39 gfeaw aasen & )

Writes Panakkal, “The Malabar narrative heralded a rare phenomenon: the harmonious
convergence of Hindus and Muslims. This coalition was underpinned by a shared
objective — to oust the oppressor — and a collective aspiration for a peaceful coexistence
in the region.”

TRl [eREd ©, “HeTaIR &1 T 3 Ueb ety U b Y3t o: g ofk affewl &1
IrHSquf WA | 39 TS HT YR U7 U TTHT ST — SASH &I gl — 3R 8 |
rifaqul Tg-UfRTa &t Afed Sbieml”

It is something with which even R.N. Hitchcock, police superintendent of Malabar, agreed.
I $© U U1 O SR.TH. fegei®, aaar & yferT srdhers, «ft 9gad 91

As written by N.P. Chekkutty in Mappila and Comrades: A Century of Communist-Muslim
Relations (Other Books): “Hitchcock also reveals that Hindus were involved in the rebellion,
at least in some parts of the affected areas. ‘The Hindus took an active part only in the
extreme south-eastern area of the Valluvanad taluk and in small numbers for a concise time.
They were then responsible for much property damage’.”

o i t’F-L . Wﬁ Mappila and Comrades: A Century of Communist-Muslim
Relations (Other Books) H fora g “feasiar g8 +ft sard & o fEg fasie & wnfira 3, s @ &1
guIfad &3l & $o ol 1 g Haa acqaTs age & HAd Gaur-gal &= § afcha YT fermn
3R IS I & fog Bt G- | 59 916 351+ Sgd & WU &fd & forg fomaaRY ot 1

In his persuasively argued book, with much of the focus on the post-resistance time in the
late 1930s and 40s, Chekkutty also talks of the rebels not harming any substantial
section of the local population before going on to document the failure of the Congress to
retain local Muslim support after the resistance movement.

3T gUTaRIIe Qeas , for e &g Tea: UioRiY & 91¢ & 9899 WR 4T, 1930 & G & 3id
3R 1940 & 71 H, Jagpe! g8 i 7d1d ¢ b fagifeal A wirita smard} & faeht newyuf
TR @ THuM 78T ugan, 39S 91¢ 35 YRy g & a1g S $t W
gftan Iud= g9 Y@+ o fawadar &1 cxarasiaRor [

It was a vacuum which both the Communist Party of India and the All India Muslim
League attempted to fill.

ugwﬁ%afﬁmﬁ@aﬁf, YRd B Frgfae urdf sk sifer sfEar gfeaw o, A &
U |

The Khilafat Angle

Interestingly, against this background of common cause transcending the confines of faith
came the pan-Islamist Khilafat movement.

AT 91 I8 ¢ o, ol Bt Hwrsit & uR FA ara A1en I o gyYH & Ry imar 44-
TR Raard shigre |

Things became even more ironic as Malabar’s historical tapestry of anti-colonial
resistance “had been woven with threads of unity binding Muslims and non-Muslims in a
shared ‘jihad’ to safeguard the throne of the Hindu king, the Zamorin of Calicut,” as
analysed by Panakkal.

fRYf ok ot fagemmyuf 81 78 auifer wrearR & efaeTRRie shuf~afkre faRiy &1 aF-amT
gfeTw iR IR-gfEawl & &1 uwar & 4mi I 7 71 o, U e forgre 8, &g e,
FIfTwe & FTHINA & Rigrad &1 & & forg,” @m%mﬁﬁ&ﬁﬁﬁﬁm|

Khilafat, Non-Cooperation, Mappila, with seemingly disparate social elements, all fused to
bring about a strong anti-colonial movement.

fEarea, R-AgaI siigie, A, S SeRT-SaT JHIfod d@ Uaid aid 4, 94 = fraes
T AeTgd AUTRRIS AR gk @ o Rl

Indeed, here both the communities enjoyed a rare camaraderie, and there was a happy
coIIective involvement even in religiously significant events like the nercha and utsavam.
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Irda &, get ot < gAY TEART YT &1 $ig ford, ok utfifes & u & vyt
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e During the latter, Muslim families returned with bags full of jaggery candies, much like Ali
Musaliar used to do for Amina, his daughter.

TP SRM, YW uRaR T8 & fisrs | W 7 AR died, o reft gafmrR s act
THIAT o forg fobar &hvd 2|

e Sums up Panakkal: “The experience of Muslims and Islam in South India is different from
the experience in North India, and this is not trivial.”

UG BT TR “Gfaror yRd & gfEad 3R 3TTH BT SHd SR YR & 34T I 37erT
€, 3R 7§ Ael 81 g 1”

GS Paper II: Polity, Governance, And International Relations
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3dITq W Iwflgar] &1 T TR Seg g givlt, YATT STaHT BT 3919
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s gY faurht ol & a1¢ T e widaga
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R 9 & 99 a8 W Alfs @ faarg § T Jwe 1 &
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EVMS to have colour photos
of candidates soon, says EC

Panel has revised norms for EVM ballot papers ahead of Bihar polls; serial numbers of candidates

will now be displayed more prominently, and their faces will occupy three-fourths of photo space

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

eginning with the
BBihar Assembly
election, ballot

papers on the electronic
voting machines will dis-
play colour photographs of
the candidates, the Elec-
tion Commission said on
Wednesday.

The revised guidelines
for EVM ballot papers is-
sued by the EC mandated
that the serial numbers of
candidates be displayed
more prominently.

The guidelines have
been revised under Rule
49B of the Conduct of Elec-
tions Rules, 1961 — pertain-
ing to the design and print-
ing of EVM ballot papers —
to enhance their clarity
and readability.

The new guidelines say,
“Henceforth, photographs
of candidates will be print-
ed in colour on the EVM
Ballot Paper. The candi-
date’s face will occupy

|-

) ) \ 2=

New updates: The serial numbers of candidates/NOTA will be
printed in the international form of Indian numerals. FILE PHOTO

three-fourths of the photo
space for better visibility.”

“The upgraded EVM
Ballot Papers will be used
in the upcoming elections,
starting with Bihar,” the EC
added in a statement.

In a note issued to the
Chief Electoral Officers of
all States and Union Terri-
tories, the EC said the pho-
tographs of the candidates
shall be printed in colour,
unless the candidate has
provided only black and

white photographs. The
photograph printed on the
ballot paper will measure 2
cm in breadth and 2.5 cm
in height.

The serial numbers of
candidates/NOTA will be
printed in the international
form of Indian numerals.
The font will be in bold,
and its size will be 30.

For Assembly elections,
pink-coloured paper of
specified RGB values shall
be used.

EVMs to have colour photos of candidates soon, says EC

3d1eH R Iufigar #1 T 9w Sieg € g1, gATa maT &1 ga

e The panel has revised norms for EVM ballot papers ahead of Bihar polls; serial numbers of
candidates will now be displayed more prominently, and their faces will occupy three-fourths

of photo space.

The note said the names
of not more than 15 candi-
dates shall be arranged on
one sheet of a ballot paper
and NOTA option will be
placed after the last name
of the panel. If the number
of contesting candidates
together with the NOTA
option is fewer than 16, the
space below the panel after
this shall be kept blank, the
EC said.

Government press

Printing of EVM ballot pap-
er shall be done preferably
at a government or semi-
government printing
press. However, in case a
government/semi-govern-
ment press is not available
or does not have the re-
quired capacity, private
printing press(es) with re-
quired capacity can be se-
lected after following due
procedure and adequate
provision and safety of the
process shall be ensured as
per the existing instruc-
tions, the note said.

YR g9 ¥ Uge Sdiew dde TwR & ot o ity far mn ]; SuieaR! & i T 3
Y TEar ¥ fomars S 3R I AR aWdR & -yt i & o

e Beginning with the Bihar Assembly election, ballot papers on the electronic voting
machines will display colour photographs of the candidates, the Election Commission
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said on Wednesday.
fIeR Ry g19 ¥ IE SR, Fadei=ie aifed AxfiHl R doe TR R IWHCaR] &t
T 9w fewr <ifY, 9% gITa ST A gUaR &) Sl

e The revised guidelines for EVM ballot papers issued by the EC mandated that the serial
numbers of candidates be displayed more promlnently
TATT TART GRT IR} §ATH Soie TuR & G fexnd=n & ag sifard fovan man § fos
Iufiear) & B T@ it TwEar 3 fears S|

e The guidelines have been revised under Rule 49B of the Conduct of Elections Rules, 1961
— pertaining to the design and printing of EVM ballot papers — to enhance their clarity and
readability.
feamfAden A dxiem MR faH, 1961 & FFraw 49t & T8 forar mr § — S SdeH
e TR & feTe SR fiife T Taftra § — arfes It Tuyar 3R Uo-ioar s¢ 9 |

e The new guidelines say, “Henceforth, photographs of candidates will be printed in colour on
the EVM Ballot Paper. The candidate’s face will occupy three-fourths of the photo space
for better visibility.”

U ReenfEw Fgd B, "3d & Swfigar) @t awiy SATH Saie TwR | S0 gk &) s
M@Wﬂ%ﬂéﬁ%%%ﬁﬂﬁ?%?ﬂﬂiﬁu@%ﬁﬁ%ﬂw

e “The upgraded EVM Ballot Papers will be used in the upcoming elections, starting with
Bihar,” the EC added in a statement.
"3urE fory T Sftew dde TuR &1 IUART ST gATal # fasan Stmer, et Yeeid fagr 9@
gIft," gATd RINT A T S J &gl

¢ Inanote issued to the Chief Electoral Officers of all States and Union Territories, the EC
said the photographs of the candidates shall be printed in colour, unless the candidate has
provided only black and white photographs.
Tt T 3R g <Ry we=n & qe fate siftreial &) ot U Aie & gH1a ST A
Wﬁgmﬁﬁaﬁwﬂg@ﬁaﬁm, 9 @ fob ITHIGAR A dad 4d-XATH el
Ll I

e The photograph printed on the ballot paper will measure 2 cm in breadth and 2.5 cm in
height.
AT TR W GEd dER B AeTg 2 AR 3R S 2.5 ez grft|

e The serial numbers of candidates/NOTA will be printed in the international form of Indian
numerals.
SHAGARIATET 1 7 V&I HRA 3PT & SaRify @ 7 7fsd &1 S|

e The font will be in bold, and its size will be 30.
Wi dIes I, 3R SUBT DR 30 BRI

o For Assembly elections, pink-coloured paper of specified RGB values shall be used.
fauryT gl & forg, Sy RGB AMT Tl T[Tt 3T & BT BT SUIANT fdar S|

e The note said the names of not more than 15 candidates shall be arranged on one sheet of
a ballot paper and NOTA option will be placed after the last name of the panel.
i & $HgT 1 § S T ddic TR =iie W 15 | e Iufigart & 9 761 g ol Arer
fawe U9a & sifaw 9m & w18 a1 S|

o |f the number of contesting candidates together with the NOTA option is fewer than 16, the
space below the panel after this shall be kept blank, the EC said.
I AreT fawen Iftd Ha Iuficar! & WeAT 16 / HH 8, Al 3D a1 Ud & -1d & -
et T SITET, gA1G ST = gl

Government press

IRHR U

¢ Printing of EVM ballot paper shall be done preferably at a government or semi-
government printing press.
e TR &1 T e d @ wRert a1 srdIRer fiifé 9w & 3 e
e However, in case a government/semi-government press is not available or does not have
the required capacity, private printing press(es) with required capacity can be selected after
following due procedure and adequate provision and safety of the process shall be ensured
as per the existing instructions, the note said.

Pagez 1

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

O]

atrioftic

Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

A GRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

UTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

BT, TG TRBIRY NSRBI U IueT a1 & AT SIAD &l o] 19l &, dl SIAD
e arat foreht fiifeT 9% 1 99 fosan o wed ®, Ifra U &1 Ut $-A & 918 SR Hieal
=T & SFER YT WU SR Uikt o1 qRem YA &t sneh, e 7 w1 Tl

A judicial nudge following stuck legislative business

he Supreme Court of India has heard

arguments on the Presidential

Reference in respect of the Governor’s

powers under Article 200 pertaining to
the assent to Bills passed by the State legislature.
Earlier, a two-judge Bench, headed by Justice ].B.
Pardiwala, had fixed a timeline of three months
for the Governor to take a final decision on a Bill
submitted to him for assent. The same timeline
was made applicable to the President of India
also.

The time limit fixed by the Court has raised
eyebrows in the government as well in the media.
The general refrain from a section of the media
was that the Court cannot direct the Governor or
the President, who are high constitutional
authorities, to act within a specified time when
the Constitution does not have any such time
frame. The government had also taken this line of
argument in the Court.

Reiteration of a recognised principle

Article 200 of the Constitution has four options
for the Governor when a Bill is presented to him
after being passed by the State legislature. These
options are to assent to the Bill; to withhold
assent; return the Bill to the Assembly with a
request to reconsider the Bill as a whole or
certain clauses, or reserve it for the consideration
of the President.

A very important question which arose in the
context of the Governor’s role in dealing with a
Bill after it is passed by the legislature is whether
the Governor has any discretion in the exercise of
any of the options mentioned above. Under
Article 163, the Governor is required to exercise
his functions only on the aid and advice of the
Council of Ministers except in matters specified
by or under the Constitution. The Court has, in
cases from Shamsher Singh vs State of Punjab
(1974), to Nabam Rebia (2016), made it clear that
the Governor cannot perform any of his executive
functions except on the advice of the Council of
Ministers headed by the Chief Minister. The
Sarkaria Commission and Punchhi Commission
too reiterated this well-recognised constitutional
principle.

The point that has been emphasised in all the
judgments of the Court and the judicial
commissions is that the Governor is just a
constitutional head and that the real executive
power of the state is vested in the elected
government. Therefore, the Governor cannot act
independently.

So, the question of crucial importance in this
context is whether the Governor, while exercising
any of the options under Article 200, can act in
his discretion. The answer to this question will
become clear when we take a close look at the

A

P.D.T. Achary

is former Secretary
General, Lok Sabha

The top court’s
move to fix a
time limit for a
Governor to
take a final
decision on a
Bill must be
interpreted as a
move to
smoothen the
legislative
process

Government of India Act, 1935. Section 75 of this
Act is substantially the same as Article 200.
Section 75 uses the words “the governor in his
discretion” which means that giving assent or
withholding it or sending the Bill back to the
legislature or reserving it for the consideration of
the Governor General is done by the Governor in
his discretion.

This Section has been virtually reproduced in
Article 200 but omits the words “in his
discretion™. This would show that the
Constitution-makers wanted the Governor to
exercise the power under Article 200 only on the
advice of the Council of Ministers.

The issue of ‘discretion’

The question of discretion of the Governor under
Article 200 is one that has been dealt with by the
Court in a number of cases. Surprisingly, the
Court, in Shamsher Singh, discovered a
discretionary power in the Governor under
Article 200. It held that he must exercise it to the
best of his judgement and should pursue a course
which is not detrimental to the state.

But the Court, in The State of Tamil Nadu vs
The Governor Of Tamilnadu and Anr. (2025), did
not accept the idea of a Governor exercising his
discretion in withholding assent or reserving the
Bill for the consideration of the President. It says,
“if the power to withhold assent to Bills or to
reserve them for the consideration of the
President is construed as falling within the
exclusive discretionary domain of the governor
who would be free to decide a course of action
notwithstanding the aid and advice of the council
of ministers it would have the potential of turning
him into a super constitutional figure having the
power to bring to a complete halt the operation
of the legislative machinery in the state. The
governor cannot be vested with such power....”

The Sarkaria Commission, while granting that,
normally, in the discharge of the functions under
Article 200, the Governor must abide by the
advice of his Council of Ministers, said that in rare
and exceptional cases, he may act in the exercise
of his discretion especially when the provisions of
the Bill are patently unconstitutional.

While divergence of opinion exists in Indian
judicial decisions, according to D.D. Basu, the
renowned constitutional authority, in the United
Kingdom, the sovereign has no power to withheld
a Bill without the advice of the Council of
Ministers. The deliberate omission of the word
‘discretion’ in Article 200 of the Constitution of
India compels the conclusion that this Article
does not permit discretion of any kind by the
Governor while dealing with a Bill passed by the
legislature.

The next question is about the time limit

prescribed by the Court within which the
Governor and the President are required to take a
final decision on a Bill. From the arguments made
on behalf of the Union Government, it is clear
that it has strong objections to the time limit. It is
true that no time limit has been prescribed by
Articles 200 or 201. It is obvious that the Court
fixed the time limit because some of the
Governors had sat on Bills for years together
without exercising any of the options available
under Article 200. The question is whether the
Constitution permits such a course of action. It
does not.

So, is there no remedy available to States
whose important Bills go in limbo? When a
Governor sits on Bills for years, should not the
Union intervene and direct the Governor to act in
accordance with the Constitution? Article 355 can
be creatively interpreted to mean that the Union
Government can intervene to ensure that the
government of a State is carried on in accordance
with the provisions of the Constitution.
Thwarting the legislative process by the Governor
by sitting on Bills passed by the legislature for
years creates a situation where in the government
cannot be carried on in accordance with the
provisions of the constitution. Article 355
imposes a duty upon the Union to direct the
Governor to perform his constitutional duty
under Article 200.

A remedy for what is now a reality

In no case has the Union intervened to direct a
Governor to clear the Bills that he sat on for
years. That has forced the Supreme Court to fix
the time limit now. The Constitution makers
could not have visualised such conduct on the
part of the Governors. But now that it has
become a reality, a remedy has to be found. By
fixing the time limit, the Court has smoothened
the legislative process.

The judgments in the two recent cases,
namely, State of Punjab vs Principal Secretary to
the Governor (2023) and The State of Tamil Nadu
vs The Governor Of Tamilnadu and Anr. are in fact
landmark judgments which struck a blow for
federalism. Judges interpret the Constitution and
clarify the legal ambiguities, and in that process
also create new rules. Article 21 was a prisoner of
the literal interpretation since 1950 (A.K.
Gopalan) till the American doctrine of due
process was imported into it and expanded its
ambit in Maneka Gandhi (1978).

Therefore, it is quite out of place to argue that
judges, by interpreting the existing provisions to
meet a new situation which posed a serious
challenge to the constitutional order, are
amending the Constitution. The fallacy in this
argument is too obvious to miss.

A judicial nudge following stuck legislative business

3ed gu faurht o1 & 91 v IR wieied

Supreme Court Hearing on Presidential Reference under Article 200

3BT 200 & iatfa APl He W Hdi= arared S gAars

e The Supreme Court of India has heard arguments on the Presidential Reference in respect
of the Governor’s powers under Article 200 pertaining to the assent to Bills passed by the

State legislature.
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YR & Falel <ArTad = 3556 200 & 3faid Iy faumHed gRT Uikd fadue! &R Tgafd
o 9 e IreauTe $1 wfFaa) W Agufa g F et |

e Earlier, a two-judge Bench, headed by Justice J.B. Pardiwala, had fixed a timeline of
three months for the Governor to take a final decision on a Bill submitted to him for assent.
The same timeline was made applicable to the President of India also.
Ugd, <arafd 9. a8, UREaTen & Siehadr ara of Ttz 3t 9 7 eaura o fog fed
faga® R sifag fAofa o & forg i wdA 3t awa-diar @@ ot 8 a8 I yRa &
Tgafd W AR T

e The time limit fixed by the Court has raised eyebrows in the government as well as in the
media. The general refrain from a section of the media was that the Court cannot direct the
Governor or the President, who are high constitutional authorities, to act within a specified
time when the Constitution does not have any such time frame. The government had also
taken this line of argument in the Court.

AT GRT a0 Bl T8 JHY-GHT 7 WBR 3R Hifsar e 7 Hara @s fe | fifsar & we ot

&1 g1 Ul fob ofd AU & T DIs F-Aa1 781 § o ~rarerd Isaurel a1 APUR, S 3=

E‘ﬁ%ﬁ%uﬁmw%ﬂ%%mﬁ@awﬁmmwﬁ%ﬁém|wﬁmw
|

Reiteration of a Recognised Principle
AT U Rygid 3t g=: gfy

e Article 200 of the Constitution has four options for the Governor when a Bill is presented to
him after being passed by the State legislature. These options are: to assent to the Bill; to
withhold assent; return the Bill to the Assembly with a request to reconsider the Bill as a
whole or certain clauses; or reserve it for the consideration of the President.

U™ BT 3¢ 200 IATUTA P! IR fAdhed ST € IF HIs [A99% T fAyHsd gRT umid
BB 3% U 311 ¢ | 3 i & fadass o agafa 3, Tgafa A, fadas o [y
H 919H W1 i 38 gUf FU § 1 59 URISH B GAIFER fobar o wob; a1 34 wgufa &
faamerd e @

e A very important question which arose in the context of the Governor’s role is whether the

Governor has any discretion in exercising the options under Article 200. Under Article 163,
the Governor is required to exercise his functions only on the aid and advice of the Council
of Ministers except in matters specified by or under the Constitution.
It B YAt & e # Ud 9gd Aeaqul Uy 98 3ol [ 1 3rgsde 200 & dgd fawmedl
BT I FHA | 99T & U D13 (IABTRIPR ¢ | 350G 163 B SFIR, AU &I dhad
Tfufvug #t Heg iR WeTadl | 3 &1 $RA 91y, Ryara 37 amal & S ey grian
9 3faild iy &

e The Court, in cases from Shamsher Singh vs State of Punjab (1974) to Nabam Rebia

(2016), made it clear that the Governor cannot perform any executive functions
independently, except on the advice of the Council of Ministers headed by the Chief
Minister. The Sarkaria Commission and Punchhi Commission also reiterated this
constitutional principle.
TaTeg A YRR R S99 U I (1974) T AHR A9 IS4T (2016) ATHE! O T8 WY
I e o Troaura fadt oft wrderdt &rf wads 0 3 98w 9ad, Ram sae 6 3
TR B sregerar arelt wiufiug @) Tae R HR B | IRBTNAT TR 3R Gt AT A

o 59 Faufe Rigid &t g=: gy &t

e The point emphasised in all judgments and by the commissions is that the Governor is just a
constitutional head and the real executive power lies with the elected government.
Therefore, the Govemnor cannot act independently.

Tt Fofal ofR emait & o8 SR fear M @ fob YreuuTel dad waunfe wHE § SR adafa®
Frier wfe i wReR & g1 3ufing, Is9urd Wds w0 3 1 8! a9 |

Discretion under Article 200

3G 200 & Sfeiid faddIdR
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A crucial question is whether the Governor, while exercising any of the options under Article
200, can act in his discretion. The answer becomes clearer by looking at the Government
of India Act, 1935. Section 75 of this Act is substantially the same as Article 200, but it
explicitly used the words “the governor in his discretion.”

TP T5YUl U I8 ¢ b 1 358G 200 & ded fadhed! o1 SUANT HRd TH IsquTd 3a+
faaeeR I F1f HR IHd § | SUHT IR WP 8T § o g9 HIRd - A=y, 1935 o1
A 81 39 AT & UIRT 75 Jd ¥ ¥ 3fave 200 SR 7, Afd 398 WE FU 9 e B
TN T T T “}TsauTe U faddifieR 917

This meant that assent, withholding, sending back, or reserving the Bill was done by the
Governor in his discretion under the 1935 Act.

a1 o T o5 wgwfer 31, =1, arasy WerHT, a1 fadae &1 JRfda 3@ 1 1935 &
ST & 3farid IeauTet 3+ [AadTRIeR ¥ vd 4|

However, in Article 200, these words “in his discretion” are omitted. This omission shows
that the Constitution-makers intended the Governor to exercise power under Article 200
only on the advice of the Council of Ministers.

e SrTEE 200 T “3u FdwIfUeR I 2si &1 ger faan 7| g ger ST &Rt & fas
Tfaer fmfare &1 3R7er o1 fo TsauTa sifwse 200 & Sfavid Ufdd &1 SUTNT Had
HHufvug $t IaE | 1

The Issue of ‘Discretion’

EEEaIbicardea kAl

The question of discretion of the Governor under Article 200 is one that has been dealt
with by the Court in a number of cases. Surprisingly, the Court, in Shamsher Singh,
discovered a discretionary power in the Governor under Article 200. It held that he must
exercise it to the best of his judgement and should pursue a course which is not detrimental to
the state.

TG 200 & AT IUTA P fAAPIRIGR &1 U F3 AHE H AT GRI IS™T T 8|
ydoe 0 9, AR Rig I § Ired 7 siwse 200 H Isaurd o o faasriier
T1feRT OTE | TITER = g o IoauTd Bl S 37U qarad JHS & IR YA ST 91fey 3R
THT IR U AT S Id o fofu g1iHebRes 1 81|

But the Court, in The State of Tamil Nadu vs The Governor Of Tamilnadu and Anr.
(2025), did not accept the idea of a Governor exercising his discretion in withholding assent or
reserving the Bill for the consideration of the President. It said that giving such powers would
make the Governor a super constitutional figure capable of halting the legislative
machinery.

AT affreTg 359 S99 afiaHTg & ISTUTd Ud 3= (2025) B A1y A 98 [daR WieR
o1 fohan fo Ut oA fades ¥ el Wb Thd © A1 fadad &1 yufal & foamre qRiga @
I&d § | TTerd A el fob T SifISR <7 & IsauTd Ueh U HauT—e safdt s e, S
faurdt a3 o1 gl ke A | FeH T

The Sarkaria Commission, while stating that normally the Governor must abide by the aid
and advice of his Council of Ministers, noted that in rare and exceptional cases, he may
act in his discretion, especially when a Bill’s provisions are patently unconstitutional.

JRBIAT TNT A HET I IHRIG: ST bl (U= HATRYS I Jelrg 3R g/l &
UIeH AT A1RT, Afh gefH 3R SRATERUT AT H a8 30 fade & orf i 9aha &,
Ry oid fade & Uray™ Wy ¥ A et~ i

While divergence of opinion exists in Indian judicial decisions, D.D. Basu, the renowned
constitutional authority, pointed out that in the United Kingdom, the sovereign has no power
to withhold a Bill without the advice of the Council of Ministers. The deliberate omission of
the word ‘discretion’ in Article 200 compels the conclusion that this Article does not permit
any kind of discretion by the Govemnor.

YR e Fofal & 4 & wave g, dfe uRig Sadurfe mitieswor .8, a9 3 5 faan
% gATges fhrew o WHTe & U dfuRee & war & o1 fodt fadas & e &1 i
Tifed 61 §1 3¢ 200 H w1’ Uee &1 WIS gl T 59 FshY Bl Foreclt
a1 ® b 8 3rT=e Iouurd &) fpedt oft wobR @1 et R =&
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Time Limit Issue

YT BT geT

The next question is about the time limit prescribed by the Court within which the Govemor
and the President must take a final decision on a Bill. The Union Government strongly
objected to this, as Articles 200 and 201 do not prescribe any such limit. The Court imposed
it because some Governors had sat on Bills for years without acting. The Constitution does
not permit such inaction.

SATE Uy =amaTed g1 i awg-iar 3 96id &, e i Ieaura ¢k yufd &1
foreh otk W sifam fofa o1 8| &g IRPR A S9H1 Hal fRIY v Fife srgede 200
¥ 201 & T PIs GHI-HH1 781 ¢ | A AraTed = g AT ST als i & Isaurd
Tt 9% fAdu®l IR 33 7 SR DI Hed T8l IorT| Jfaur W Ffspad &1 erafd T8t Tl
So, is there no remedy for States whose Bills remain in limbo? If a Governor delays for years,
should not the Union intervene? Article 355 can be interpreted to allow the Union to ensure
that State governments function in accordance with the Constitution. A Govemor sitting on
Bills for years disrupts constitutional governance, and Article 355 imposes a duty on the
Union to direct the Governor to perform his constitutional duty under Article 200.

@ 1 3 Tl & forw B Iurg e § o e <ifsd uS 38 82 afe Isaurd anf de ¢
I 8, Al T Bg DI ST g BT AMGU? TG 355 B AR 39 U & DI off Thell §
fo &g g8 AT B o o0 WBR WA & SFT HE B | oAU gRI [G8TDH! DT auf
T s TG AT NI B FIId BT &, 3R TG 355 H% R I8 g SIadl & [
I8 ISTUT T FEI¢ 200 P I8d U1 HaHTeh P UM BT A3 |

A Remedy for What is Now a Reality
39 qIAAHdl 9 g UNed BT FHIUT

The Union has never intervened to direct a Govemnor to clear long-pending Bills. This
compelled the Supreme Court to fix a time limit. The Constitution makers could not have
imagined such behaviour by Governors, but since it is now a reality, a remedy is needed. By
fixing a time limit, the Court has smoothened the legislative process.

Fg = Hft gwaely 81 fpan fo Isgura aut 3 dfd fate! &1 ot <1 S99 wate =arared
D! THI-HHT 79 FHRA & forg AoieR fovan | w@faer= fAwtar oaumal & T8 SreRur &1 dedT gt
IR hd ¥, A 3F O Jg TRATAohdl 59 71 § Al Th THTYT T ¢ | -9 o0
TG AR - faurdt uferar &t gare = G gl

The judgments in State of Punjab vs Principal Secretary to the Governor (2023) and The
State of Tamil Nadu vs The Governor Of Tamilnadu and Anr. (2025) are landmark
judgments that strengthened federalism. Judges, by interpreting the Constitution, clarify
ambiguities and create new rules. For example, Article 21 was narrowly interpreted in A.K.
Gopalan (1950) until the due process doctrine was adopted in Maneka Gandhi (1978),
expanding its scope.

GOITS XS0 §1TH ISAUTd & U Aid (2023) 3R afiasTg s a9 e g &
ISIUTd Td 31 (2025) & (o efereiiRie fvly § forein Teaare & aoreg foan =meiwr
AT B ARSAT b SRAFATSH P WY T & 3R ¢ 99 §91d § | IS6RUI & A, Srede
21 HI .. MUTAA (1950) H Fpivf 70 F saranfid fosar mar o1, afe= AqeT widh (1978) &
Y W RIS SUATT S & 916 SUDT GRRT fawqgd gaf|

Therefore, it is incorrect to argue that judges, by interpreting provisions to meet new
constitutional challenges, are amendin% the Constitution. This argument is a fallacy.

TfeTT T ad TTerd § fob =marefer 7 T | e & forg grayi &) e s
SfaeT & WY PR TG 8| T6 a0 Uh YA B
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Let Geiger counters, not guesses, shape Iran actions

new nuclear crisis is taking shape. After

the United States’s strikes on Iran’s

underground nuclear site at Fordow, in
June 2025, Britain, France, and Germany (E3), on
August 28, triggered the “snapback” clause of the
2015 nuclear deal citing violations by Tehran. The
world has not much time to choose between
diplomacy and escalation.

If this window closes without agreement, the
United Nations will restore earlier measures that
call for a halt to enrichment, tighten controls on
arms transfers, restrict finance and shipping, and
re-designate individuals linked to Iran’s nuclear
and missile programmes.

The stakes are global. Iran rejects the move as
unlawful. Washington sees it as a test of
non-proliferation. Europe views multilateral
commitments on trial. Russia and China seek
delay and leverage. Israel and the Gulf states
weigh warning times and war risks. Oil importers
watch prices. Shipping companies reassess
insurance. Banks calculate exposure. For India,
the anxieties are sharper still. Its extended
neighbourhood must remain stable, oil must keep
flowing through the Strait of Hormuz, and the
safety of eight million Indian citizens in West Asia
must be ensured.

The vacuum of facts

These concerns are magnified by the absence of
verified information. Since the strikes on Iranian
facilities, no one has walked the rubble with a
dosimeter or tested a coolant line. The
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) staff
left Iran after its Parliament passed legislation
halting cooperation without approval from the
Supreme National Security Council. Rumour has
replaced measurement. Every capital has drawn

Syed Akbaruddin

was an international
civil servant at the
International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA)
from 2006 to 2011

India can take
the lead in
ensuring
technical TAEA
access to Iran’s
nuclear
programme as it
will anchor
negotiations to
verifiable data

its own conclusions while global attention shifted
elsewhere.

IAEA access is not a formality but the hinge of
diplomacy. Verification replaces speculation with
facts, sets a baseline on Iranian stockpiles, and
anchors negotiations to data, not fears. Regular
IAEA updates on Ukraine’s Zaporizhzhia nuclear
power plant, under Russian control, calmed
jittery markets. A comparable presence in Iran
could steady expectations and reduce volatility. If
verification is framed as a sovereign choice,
rather than a concession, it would strengthen
Iran’s claim that the programme is civilian while
upholding the non-proliferation bargain.

Yet, Tehran’s reservations are not unfounded.
Iranian officials argue that sovereignty and
security outweigh treaty obligations. They fear
inspectors may, even unintentionally, enable
targeting of sensitive sites. This is not paranoia.
Strikes by Israel and the U.S. in the past closely
followed IAEA disclosures. Such episodes have
hardened parliamentary resistance. There is also
the calculus of leverage. Revealing what survives
of the programme could weaken Iran’s hand in
bargaining with Washington.

Since the E3 triggered its snapback, some
Iranian legislators have urged withdrawal from
the Nuclear Non Proliferation Treaty. That would
strip the IAEA of legal authority to inspect Iranian
sites. The crisis would then enter uncharted
territory with sanctions hardening and the
military option returning to the fore.

Where India fits in

India cannot stand aside. As a long-standing
member of the IAEA Board, with ties across
divides, it is well placed to assist. As a part of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO), India,

Let Geiger counters, not guesses, shape Iran actions

MR HTSeR B, 7 fb A *1,

New Nuclear Crisis

1 URHTY] Hhe

at the Tianjin summit, has joined other nations in
condemning the military strikes by Israel and the
U.S. against Iran.

Within the SCO and BRICS — both of which
include Iran - India can support a diplomatic call
to restore technical IAEA access in a form that
protects operational details while ensuring
transparency. If framed as a sovereign choice by
Tehran, and backed by the Global South, it may
gain [ranian approval. India can also contribute
technical capacity. Its IAEA-certified Tarapur
facility could handle sample analysis under
safeguards, showing that responsible
stakeholders can provide practical support in
moments of crisis. These contributions would not
make headlines, but they could shift the balance
toward diplomacy at a time when the risk of
escalation is high.

A closing window

The window for diplomacy is narrowing fast. By
allowing IAEA inspectors into Bushehr to monitor
the refuelling of the nuclear power plant last
month, Iran has offered a small opening. Also,
last week, on September 9, 2025, , the IAEA and
Iran signed an agreement in Cairo, Egypt. If this
extends to bombed sites, the E3 may respond by
pausing the snapback. Such choices could shift
the momentum back to diplomacy. The
alternative is grim — sanctions, standoffs, and a
cycle of strike and counterstrike.

For India, the choice is clear. Backing
verification protects its interests in West Asia, its
citizens abroad, and its energy security. It also
marks India as a responsible global power. The
way forward is simple. It is time to let Geiger
counters, and not guesses, decide Iran’s nuclear
programme.

T P! BRATSI DI ATHR &7 AMRY

e A new nuclear crisis is taking shape. After the United States’s strikes on Iran’s
underground nuclear site at Fordow, in June 2025, Britain, France, and Germany (E3), on
August 28, triggered the “snapback” clause of the 2015 nuclear deal citing violations by
Tehran. The world has not much time to choose between diplomacy and escalation.

TS 7T URHIY] HHE ATHR o X818 | 9T 2025 T R & YT WA VA BIST R Jgad

I SARPT & gl & a1g, fores, Wi 3fiv s+t (E3) 7 28 3R 612015 &

UHT[

U BT “[USB” YRT Ifhg BT, AGIH gRT Icerd=1 b1 garel ad gul gfam & U ge-iifa
3R 19 9811 & s A & o sareT 99 87 2|
e |f this window closes without agreement, the United Nations will restore earlier measures
that call for a halt to enrichment, tighten controls on arms transfers, restrict finance and
shipping, and re-designate individuals linked to Iran’s nuclear and missile programmes.
gfe I8 AR o1 I & & §1 OIIel &, ) e 1Y Ugdl I HaRITE dg1el ST, ford
Fae PI A1, SRR FXARU R Hg gz, ﬁa&ﬁ?ﬁrﬁﬂq@qﬁlﬁu 3R I & AT G
mﬁamﬁaﬁmﬁw fafgd w1 Tnfia g
e The stakes are global. Iran rejects the move as unlawful. Washington sees it as a test of
non-proliferation. Europe views multilateral commitments on trial. Russia and China seek
delay and leverage. Israel and the Gulf states weigh warning times and war risks. Oil
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importers watch prices. Shipping companies reassess insurance. Banks calculate
exposure. For India, the anxieties are sharper still. Its extended neighbourhood must remain
stable, oil must keep flowing through the Strait of Hormuz, and the safety of eight million
Indian citizens in West Asia must be ensured.

2iq A § | S 39 HeH B 3y HIFAT g | AIRATS 33 YR (non-proliferation) &1
T AT € | g 39 Sgueiy ufdagdrsit a1 uten Aar § | T SR A < SR @y Tred
& | OIS 3R WIST & Ad1a- T 3R Y SEH B dld § | 9F SRATAP HIHA Pl a@dl
& | Fftir sufaat diu o1 gt wrdt 8 | S SiRa| &1 UM Rd § 1 R & forg fiard
3R 1t et B | e fawaTiRa U fRRR I8 T1fRT, dd BT sasHReHe ¥ AR Jgdl
& 918 T, 3R Uy TiRrar & 80 ARG MR AR &t JRam JRfdd it et

The \]acuum of Facts
a2} BT UG

These concerns are magnified by the absence of verified information. Since the strikes on
Iranian facilities, no one has walked the rubble with a dosimeter or tested a coolant line.
The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) staff left Iran after its Parliament passed
legislation halting cooperation without approval from the Supreme National Security
Council. Rumour has replaced measurement. Every capital has drawn its own conclusions
while global attention shifted elsewhere.

3 RISl 1 TATd SPRY & 3u1a 3 3R §gl fad 81 R Jfaursit | gwell & a1a 4,
fordlt 7 +ft SRR & I Aad Y Sild A1 i A1 PAle AT i Sird Tol DIl 3

TRUTY] S5if Taidil (JAEA) & HHAR! S BIS T Tq IUDH! UG A Fared TR ufvug
@1 TR & foFT TgaNT A BT T IR T | 3 AT & I TR 3WhaTgl = g & &t g
B ST 7 S-S0 FAsh s FabTa § Sfaifes e &I ol ofR Ie T 5

IAEA access is not a formality but the hinge of diplomacy. Verification replaces speculation
with facts, sets a baseline on Iranian stockpiles, and anchors negotiations to data, not
fears. Regular IAEA updates on Ukraine’s Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant, under
Russian control, calmed jittery markets. A comparable presence in Iran could steady
expectations and reduce volatility. If verification is framed as a sovereign choice, rather than
a concession, it would strengthen Iran’s claim that the programme is civilian while upholding
the non- prollferatlon bargam

IAEA @t UgT SUAIRed -Ta| fe Ge-lid &1 MYUR § | T, $chal &l adl 3 9gadl g,
ST YR TR U TR I T § 3R ardisft o v 7Y afew sifersl W fewrar g1
3t foamor & bt & Sraiiiesrar ] SuE R Fafid IAEA sueey A ffad SeRl &t
g o Wﬁﬁmﬁw@ﬁaﬁ&nﬁﬁ@mmaﬁ%ﬁvﬁwﬁmw
! 81 IS T &) WUy faepew & U & Ud fasan 9 A 3 fara & ©u 8§, d ag k|
?@sﬁﬁﬁwm%WWW%sﬁ?muﬁwmﬁaﬁmﬁw

|

Yet, Tehran’s reservations are not unfounded. Iranian officials argue that sovereignty and
security outweigh treaty obligations. They fear inspectors may, even unintentionally, enable
targeting of sensitive sites. This is not paranoia. Strikes by Israel and the U.S. in the past
closely followed IAEA disclosures. Such episodes have hardened parliamentary resistance.
There is also the calculus of leverage. Revealing what survives of the programme could
weaken Iran’s hand in bargaining with Washington.

R 1, AewTT Y SmuiRiAl FRER 81 8 | ST SIBRY ddb od & o UYHT 3R JR&MT T
aﬁaﬁ%%@@f%ﬁa%%ﬁﬂ%%ﬁﬁ@m&ﬂaa@ﬁa&uaﬂﬁﬁ
Heg HR Tbd &1 T8 PIS YH el g1 3rciid H SoRTSd N7 3Mf¥eT gRT fhU 7Y 89 3fRRR
IAEA & A & qid §1¢ gul Q@Wﬁwﬁuuﬁmﬂaﬁaﬁ?m@aﬁm% B
qradia &1 a1 e 8| FrfeT & Ay R 1 AR SRl AR & QY WaHd
R Bt (U B HHSIR BR Ghall 8

Since the E3 triggered its snapback, some Iranian legislators have urged withdrawal from
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). That would strip the IAEA of legal authority to
inspect Iranian sites. The crisis would then enter uncharted territory with sanctions
hardening and the military option retuming to the fore.

9 ¥ E3 A Wua Afehy far, $@ I faumae! 3 URAT] U Wik (NPT) © 821 &1
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3B {1 B 1 ST IAEA S I BT e e & 3fIBR F dferd g1 S| a9
Tebe ST &7 T U B, SgT Ufasel 3R Hg g 3R A= fAped o T T 3 S|

Where Ingia Fits
YRd Hal e a5dr1 2

India cannot stand aside. As a long-standing member of the IAEA Board, with ties across
divides, it is well placed to assist. As a part of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
(SCO), India, at the Tianjin summit, has joined other nations in condemning the military
strikes by Israel and the U.S. against Iran.

YR fHR 781 WS1 38 Tl IAEA NS HT TH d Y J Yo 81 & A1d, Foraes iyt &
UR Taitf 8, I8 TeTdl B i 3] FRufy 7 B 1 <furs qeaT Wire (SCo) &l g g &
914, HRd 3 ferarior RRaR awie 7 370 231 & I fiyaes 33 & fRaare gerisd ok
AP & A= gHal Bt a1 Bi|
Within the SCO and BRICS — both of which include Iran — India can support a diplomatic
call to restore technical IAEA access in a form that protects operational details while
ensuring transparency. If framed as a sovereign choice by Tehran, and backed by the
Global South, it may gain Iranian approval.

SCO 3R BRICS & HIR — fSHH gl § S MAA § — HURA ad-11dt IAEA Ugd S81d H
¥ e U Geifdd Sritd o1 THefA FR TohdT g, S UREre faarur & 381 $Rd gU uRG Rfd!
AT HY | IS T deH gRT W0y fased & U & TR foan A1, iR atad a1 &

T firat, 4 g8 S Wiefa v aR wehdT ]

India can also contribute technical capacity. Its IAEA-certified Tarapur facility could
handle sample analysis under safeguards, showing that responsible stakeholders can provide
practical support in moments of crisis. These contributions would not make headlines, but
they could shift the balance toward diplomacy at a time when the risk of escalation is high.

YR a1t &rdm off TN o Gl ¢ | SUH! IAEA-FHTIOT aRTYR Jaem gRem Iuri &
qBd T P A=W HHTA Hebll ©, I8 fa@Td g b FIGR fRAURS Hebe & qHY HGeIND
YA e IR Thd &1 A TG GRIaT A a3, AfesT 3 Fe-ifa Bt 3R UeH bl bt
Jhd € Td d1d g BT TeRrT 31 gl

A Closing Window
aﬂﬁ?ﬂ%?ﬂa

The window for diplomacy is narrowing fast. By allowing IAEA inspectors into Bushehr to
monitor the refuelling of the nuclear power plant last month, Iran has offered a small opening.
Also, last week, on September 9, 2025, the IAEA and Iran signed an agreement in Cairo,
Egypt. If this extends to bombed sites, the E3 may respond by pausing the snapback. Such
choices could shift the momentum back to diplomacy. The altemative is grim — sanctions,
standoffs, and a cycle of strike and counterstrike.

FeAifa & fore Ras! dolt I ¥t 81 61 5| Usd T8 1IAEA FFters! & gRigs & 1Ay
Soll T & S WRA BT AR BT SHR, S A U Blel AW YeH faar| I g,
fUzd Tue 9 RydeR 2025 o1, IAEA 3R 314 7 HIfeeT, T & U grgia R g5eR fFu|
Ife I8 SHERT RIA! dd ARG i1 &, df E3 WU I ABHdx Uil ¢ Tl 51 T fadwed
T 1 AR T Feifd B 3R HIS ¥hd ¢ | fadwe TR § — wfady, nfekiy, iR gwa-ufasw
qsh |

For India, the choice is clear. Backing verification protects its interests in West Asia, its
citizens abroad, and its energy security. It also marks India as a responsible global power.
The way forward is simple. It is time to let Geiger counters, and not guesses, decide Iran’s
nuclear programme.

YR & o, fased TP 8 | TATu= &1 T 31 39 ufsm ufdmn & iR, facen & 3ud
AR 3R IS Frolt Y& B I8 FHRT 8| T8 YR bl Ueb RriaR af¥ye ufe & =u &
1t Rifgd FRar 81 31 &1 IRAT TRA & | 31d JHY 311 71 § fob MR Pder, 7 % 3w,

S & URHTY] HRIHH HT e Y|
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Welfare at the mercy of the machine
GS I: Govt Scheme |

n American novelist, Kurt

Vonnegut’s novel, Player

Piano, the author imagines

a society where human
labour is displaced by machines.
Published in 1952, the novel shows
how high levels of automation
create an extremely polarised
society with engineers running the
machines on one side and the
working class at the mercy of
machines. In the novel, Finnerty, a
brilliant engineer, upon realising
how such automation results in
dehumanisation, wryly remarks,
“If only it weren’t for the people,
the goddamned people, always
getting tangled up in the
machinery, earth would be an
engineer’s paradise.” Seven
decades later, we are witnessing
how welfare delivery in India is
turning into a software “engineer’s
paradise” with a technocratic
union government and its digital
automation tools on the one side
and frontline workers at the mercy
of these tools on the other. The
latest of these is the mandatory
use of Facial Recognition Software
(FRS) in Anganwadis.

Anganwadis were first
established in 1975 to address
child malnutrition as part of the
Integrated Child Development
Scheme. There are about 14.02
lakh anganwadis in India and
every centre is meant to have at
least one Anganwadi worker
(AWW) and one Anganwadi
helper, who are women from the
local community. Along with
preschool and other services, each
Anganwadi is entrusted with
providing legally mandated Take
Home Rations (THR) for children
under three years and for
pregnant and lactating women
(under the National Food Security
Act, 2013).

Aim of verification, hurdles

In 2021, the Union government
launched the Poshan Tracker, a
centralised application platform,
to monitor nutrition initiatives.
The AWW has to install the Poshan
tracker app on her smartphone
and periodically upload the
nutritional status of children. The
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Dipa Sinha
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Rations in
Anganwadis
should not
depend on Face
Recognition
Software

app requires regular updates
which many AWWs are not
equipped to do. From July 1, the
THR for pregnant/lactating
women will not be given unless
these women rights-holders
authenticate their faces through
the FRS, which is now integrated
with this app. To get to this stage,
e-KYC has to be first completed,
where the woman’s Aadhaar and
biometric details are entered and
verified by OTP. The purpose of
these appears to be two-fold. First,
that a child or woman is not faking
to be somebody else to get food.
Second, that a child’s food is not
stolen by the AWW or anyone.
That is, children and AWW are
pre-supposed to be guilty of
wrongdoing and not pre-supposed
to be innocent; which is at odds
with the principles of natural
justice where one is innocent until
proven guilty.

Testimonies of several AWWSs
underscore the chaos spawned by
the use of the FRS. Many phone
numbers have changed, the phone
is usually not with the woman,
and so there are trust issues in
sharing an OTP. Even once the
e-KYC is completed, there are
errors in matching the faces
recorded in the software for
reasons unclear to the AWWs.
Further, the phones of AWWs do
not have the capacity to process
such heavy data and often hang.
Network connectivity is often
patchy resulting in large delays.
Errors in face matching means
that a photograph has to be shot
multiple times, causing annoyance
to all involved. Even though the
AWW personally knows all the
women and children concerned,
and can vouch that they are
authentic, she cannot give them
food when the app fails to
authenticate as she does not have
the power to override the app.
Being frontline functionaries
means that AWWs are also at the
front end of facing the ire of the
‘authentic women’ who are unable
to have their faces authenticated.

Any intervention must be
introduced to address the main
problems people are facing in

receiving their entitlements. In the
context of THR, there are at least
five major problems: poor quality
of rations;irregular supply of THR;
the budget for THR for children
which is ¥8 per day a child has not
been revised since 2018;
corruption in the granting of
contracts, and supply by large
commercial entities despite orders
by the Supreme Court of India
since 2004 that the production
and distribution should be
decentralised and preferably
through self-help groups and
mahila mandals. Women faking
pregnancy or children faking to
get rations is not one of the core
problems here. However, this is
what the FRS appears to be
solving. Similar to technological
interventions in other welfare
programmes, the FRS has also
been introduced without any
consultation with Anganwadi staff.
If the government has any reports
on massive fraud with “fake
beneficiaries” being registered,
these must first be made public for
scrutiny. The best way to verify
people in anganwadis is through
community monitoring.

In perspective

Technologies such as the FRS have
usually been used in criminal
investigations. While there are
several concerns in using FRS in
such investigations too, using such
technologies to identify women
and children from vulnerable
communities appears to treat
them as criminals and not as
citizens. In fact, the FRS is banned
even in San Francisco, U.S., the
Mecca of digital technologies.
Early childhood care cannot be
held hostage till a software
becomes better at recognising
mothers. Extending Vonnegut’s
caution, women and children
should not become laboratories in
an “engineer’s paradise”. After all,
what is at stake is a choice
between authenticating and the
authentic, between dehumanising
and dignity, and between
fracturing and fraternity.

The views expressed are personal
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Welfare at the mercy of the machine

=M o a1 IR STl

In American novelist Kurt Vonnegut’s novel, Player Piano, the author imagines a society
where human labour is displaced by machines. Published in 1952, the novel shows how high
levels of automation create an extremely polarised society with engineers running the
machines on one side and the working class at the mercy of machines.

3MAR®! TRaP P AINIE P IUAN Player Piano H TR T T JHIS P et Bd & SIaT
Aa o\ S TR gRT fafud o fear w81 1952 & UahiiRia, I8 3o fewmd & i 3=
TR DI AT B IS Ydipd THS T 5, R T 3R Selifrar o= 9amd §
3R g 3R BrfeR) arf g+ & oref T B

In the novel, Finnerty, a brilliant engineer, upon realising how such automation results in
dehumanisation, wryly remarks, “If only it weren’t for the people, the goddamned people,
always getting tangled up in the machinery, earth would be an engineer’s paradise.”

IUI B, T UfqHTRITel SR fPRdT I8 ST fh 59 aRg &1 HiCIATH &3 AFadl &
T BT HRUT §7d] &, TTHD U A H8d 8, “BI bad AT, T Ihdrg T, SHRT AR &
I 7 38, T g T SoMR BT W gl

Seven decades later, we are witnessing how welfare delivery in India is tuming into a
software “engineer’s paradise” with a technocratic union government and its digital
automation tools on one side and frontline workers at the mercy of these tools on the other.

T &S 918, TH W g & 1 HRA T Hearul fIarvr H3 U WiteadR “geifar &1 Wi a9
TE1 &, o U aap-iishfe® Py PR 3R ITS fefred ScIAA Suavr T iR §
sﬁ?uﬁa@msﬂmfr%a{sﬁmgﬁsm%

Facial Recognition in Anganwadis

&I yga=

Anganwadis were first established in 1975 to address child malnutrition as part of the
Integrated Child Development Scheme (ICDS). There are about 14.02 lakh Anganwadis
in India and every centre is meant to have at least one Anganwadi Worker (AWW) and one
Anganwadi Helper, who are women from the local community.

JATS! gl AR 1975 H Sodl & HUIYUT I G DR & 01U SIS ATeS SAAUHE WoiH
(ICDS) & W & ¥g & WIfid &1 715 1 YR H TIHT 14.02 ARG AFHATS! & 3R &R Hg A
T Y HH TP AT FTdwa (AWW) 3R TF TS 3R ST 91T, & R
YA B AR B |

Along with preschool and other services, each Anganwadi is entrusted with providing legally
mandated Take Home Rations (THR) for children under three years and for pregnant and
Iactating women under the National Food Security Act, 2013.

WRepd 3R 37 YTl & WY, TAH TSt B i I1d o HH IH & s=d| 3R Tt v
WWWW@&%WWW@W%@HWUHR)WWW
SR gior T B, S ARFa Ee Riaaiivd vae, 2013 % dgd ¢

Aim of Verification, Hurdles

TTU PT Ie=4, LT

In 2021, the Union government launched the Poshan Tracker, a centralised application
platform, to monitor nutrition initiatives. The AWW has to install the Poshan Tracker app on
her smartphone and periodically upload the nutritional status of children. The app requires
regular updates which many AWWs are not equipped to do.

2021 B &g WHR A NI ¢FR Al {61, Th SHEidhd URIhH Wi, did giyur ugal
@ TR & ST 9% | AWW I TIT0T SaR AT 307 TATEHIF TR SXTd BT 81l & IR Sed! b
O U THI-THT TR OIS AT giedl ¢ | U0 B Fafiid oiude o siaaesdl gl §, o &5
AWWs &R & 17 el |
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From July 1, the THR for pregnant/lactating women will not be given unless these women
rights-holders authenticate their faces through the Facial Recognition Software (FRS),
which is now integrated with this app.

1 9ars 9, TadRaTaE SR arat Afgerstt & fog THR Tt i smom Sie 3 wfgen
AFUPRYRSD 37 A P YA Facial Recognition Software (FRS) & HIH I YA
N, O 3F T U & 1Y THIHd ¢ |

To get to this stage, e-KYC has to be first completed, where the woman’s Aadhaar and
biometric details are entered and verified by OTP.

Y TN qF Uga & a8 U8d e-KYC T A1 gl 8, Fored Afgel 7 nuR SR ariiafes
faaRor ot faman ST 8 SIR OTP gRT YaTfid fasam Sirar g1

The purpose of these appears to be two-fold: First, that a child or woman is not faking to be
somebody else to get food. Second, that a child’s food is not stolen by the AWW or anyone.
SHT I e Udid BIdT 8 USdl, T8 YA H31 {6 o013 st a1 Afgan s un & g
fordlt SR & U & 7 fa@mar H= 36! 811 GO, I8 GRS 1 o S 1 Hie Aww 1 Tt
3R GRT 7 TN 1T

That is, children and AWW are pre-supposed to be guilty of wrongdoing and not pre-
supposed to be innocent; which is at odds with the principles of natural justice where one is
innocent until proven guilty.

31yfd, st 3R AWW &1 TTeid BT B & SIS AT 91Tl 3R ey et 7 irar; o
wTpfae = & Rigidl & faudid g, Siel I3 safes aifad g1 a@ fghy 7 S g |

Testimonies of AWWSs on FRS
AWWs &1 FRS TR TaTe!

Testimonies of several AWWSs underscore the chaos spawned by the use of the Facial
Recognition Software (FRS).

Hs AWWs & TTdT8! 3 §1d P1 JGifdd Bl § 1P Facial Recognition Software (FRS) &
ST a1 Sreaa®T 3T §1 ! &

Many phone numbers have changed, the phone is usually not with the woman, and so there
are trust issues in sharingan OTP.

F3 B =R 9Gd I ©, B AR TR Afee & U T g1, S9fere oTP uren &3 |
WRIY Ft T ¢ |

Even once the e-KYC is completed, there are errors in matching faces recorded in the
software for reasons unclear to the AWWs.

Yol 81 e-KYC [T 81 SITY, Wi | Repls fobu 11w AgX firer # Ffeat gich ©, o arur
AWWSs & fore @y gt g |

Further, the phones of AWWs do not have the capacity to process such heavy data and
often hang.

\_ﬂs%é%mm AWWSs & BIF & 3= YT ST &1 TR = &1 &HdT -To| & 1R 3R d g1 8l
I
Network connectivity is often patchy, resulting in large delays.

PAfFEfIE SRR fRR B 8, s 3t 3 gl 8

Errors in face matching means a photograph has to be shot multiple times, causing
annoyance to all involved.

aﬁgﬁ?wﬁzﬁﬁ@ﬁmw%%uﬁﬁﬁwﬁm%mwﬁﬁm
|

Even though the AWW personally knows all the women and children concerned, and can
vouch that they are authentic, she cannot give them food when the app fails to
authenticate, as she does not have the power to override the app.

3 S AWW SR 2 8 G HRTaf SR gl 31 ST &1 e ofp el €1 3
et §, QU GRT HeIY e 81 TR 98 35 HISH 81 & Febdl alic b U UU
NTRISS T P! W Tl g

Being frontline functionaries means that AWWs are also at the front end of facing the ire of
the ‘authentic women’ who are unable to have their faces authenticated.
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ThedaTs SRIDd a1 & AATd ¢ b AWWSs it 37 3relt afgansif o T &1 91 il §
ISEEACENE: G EEE RG]

¢ Any intervention must address the main problems people face in receiving their
entitlements.

foret ot XagT o1 37 BT THRTSA DI A HRAT A6 T FoHDT AR 30 USRI BT UTed
FH E AT FR T
¢ In the context of THR, there are at least five major problems:
THR ¥ G & %1 § 1 Ufa T Teet 2
o Poor quality of rations
NEECIRCNERIWCE ||
o lIrregular supply of THR
THR &t
o The budget for THR for children is ¥8 per day per child, not revised since 2018
=i & foY THR &1 gTe Ufd fa 28 Ufa = &, ot 2018 T INAId 6 gan
o Corruption in granting contracts and supply by large commercial entities despite
Supreme Court orders since 2004 to decentralise production preferably through self-
help groups and mahila mandals
IS TRATST GRT BT 3 3R MYfed & UPTAR, 1l &1 2004 F oA FIE A
IATE B! FaPdipd B IR 32 @-Terad SYE! 3R uieen Gsal & T 9§ B
&1 3M1ex faa gl
o Women faking pregnancy or children faking to get rations is not one of the core
problems

afgarsit &1 mfuror o1 feamar a1 g=t &1 I™E uH & o forarar e =
o 8 T §
e However, this is what the FRS appears to be solving.
gTaiier, I8! THw 8 f FRS 8 & &1 Wclid gial 5 |

o Similar to technological interventions in other welfare programmes, the FRS has been
introduced without consultation with Anganwadi staff.

3 HET0] HRIHHI | dh-1H1 gLI&Ul DI oG, FRS I HTATS! HHamal I fovehl wrast
& fomT @] frar man 1

o If the govemment has any reports on massive fraud with “fake beneficiaries”, these must
first be made public for scrutiny.

Ife WHR & IR “Apet ArHfday & 9 9aH R uRarys! &1 o KA 8, 9 39 g
Ardwif=e {31 ST 91gW oifds &g g 9o |
. The best way to verlfy people in Anganwadis is through community monitoring.

| %! TeaTid A BT Yo 3T R T TSRS AR B |

www.patrioticias.in

In Perspeptive

ufvneg o

e Technologies such as FRS have usually been used ip qriminal investigations.
FRS ST d@-iieh! BT SR TR ITTNT SATRTRIG STiel H foan S g1

e Using such technologies to identify women and children from vulnerable communities

appears to treat them as criminals and not as citizens.
Jo-icp! BT ITANT Hag=Ne THer &t AfRersit 3R F= &t ugaH & & fiw 37

IRIH SR ARG & T H g1, & T & Ud TRl ¢ |

e The FRS is banned even in San Francisco, U.S., the Mecca of digital technologies.
FRS W g1 0 & San Francisco, U.S., 5 [ fSRe qa-ta! o1 daer 2, 7 1 ufeey 21

e Early childhood care cannot be held hostage till software becomes better at recognising
mothers.
RIS SeddTd DI GEHA I dd db SYP o1 XG1 off Tohdl oId ab A adR AT B
Ugdr H 95k 9 gl |Y |

o Extending Vonnegut’s caution, women and children should not become laboratories in an
“engineer’s paradise”.
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o After all, what is at stake is a choice between authenticating and the authentic, between
dehumanising and dignity, and between fracturing and fraternity.

.Sl gfd W 8 98 & FATu 3R el & oid 99+, AFadl g1 3R MRd & i
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How does SC’s order aftect Waqgf law?

What is the Wagf (Amendment) Act, 2025? On what grounds was the law challenged? Which provisions did the court uphold, and on which did it impose a stay?

EXPLAINER
Aaratrika Bhaumik

The story so far:
he Supreme Court, on
September 15, declined to
suspend the Waqf
(Amendment) Act, 2025, in its
entirety, but stayed the operation of
certain contentious provisions pending
further judicial scrutiny. The interim
order, delivered by a Bench led by Chief
Justice of India B.R. Gavai and Justice A.G.
Masih, put on hold the enforcement of
provisions that empowered District
Collectors to unilaterally decide whether
a property claimed as wagf belonged to
the government, and the clause
stipulating that only a lawful property
owner who has been practising Islam for
at least five years could create waqf
through a formal deed. It also capped the
number of non-Muslims who may be
appointed to the Central Waqf Council
and State Waqf Boards.

‘What did the challenge entail?
Wagf, under Islamic law, denotes a
charitable endowment through which
property is dedicated for religious or
philanthropic purposes. The 2025 law,

What are the broader implications for minority rights?

Legal watch: Earlier this year, multiple petitioners moved the Supreme Court challenging the law on the ground that it mlnnged upon the Muslim

notified in April as an d to the

Wagqf Act of 1995 (1995 Act), has been
projected by the government as a
comprehensive reform aimed at
streamlining the administration of these
properties. However, critics have
described it as an attempt to extend State
control over religious institutions.

Earlier this year, multiple petitioners
moved the Supreme Court challenging
the law on the ground that it infringed
upon the Muslim community’s
fundamental right to manage its own
religious affairs under Article 26 of the
Constitution. The petitioners included
leaders across the political spectrum,
such as AIMIM MP Asaduddin Owaisi,
Trinamool Congress MP Mahua Moitra,
and RJD MP Manoj Kumar Jha, alongside
parties like the YSR Congress and the
Communist Party of India. They argued
that the stipulation requiring an
individual to be a practising Muslim for at
least five years before creating a waqf was
arbitrary and curtailed religious
freedoms. They also opposed vesting
District Collectors with the authority to
decide ownership disputes, maintaining
that such questions fall within the
exclusive domain of civil courts and
tribunals. Another ground of challenge
was the decision to allow non-Muslims on
‘Wagqf boards and councils, which,
according to the petitioners, contravened
the minority community’s right under
Article 30 to manage its own institutions.

Defending the law, Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta submitted that the
amendments were designed to promote
transparency and improve accountability
in the management of waqf properties.
He argued that establishing a system of
centralised registration of properties and
vesting preliminary inquiry powers in
District Collectors would reduce litigation
and ease the load on tribunals. The
government also maintained that
including non-Muslim members was
consistent with principles of inclusivity
and oversight, while the five-year practice
requirement was aimed at preventing
opportunistic claims of conversion.

‘What are the provisions that have
been stayed?

In its 128-page order, the court upheld the
presumption of constitutionality of the
legislation but cautioned that enforcing it
in full, without safeguards, could have
“serious consequences” for property
rights and weaken minority protections.
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ity’s right to manage its own religious affairs under Article 26 of the Constitution. PTi

It therefore stayed certain contentious
provisions, clarifying that these were only
interim directions pending final
adjudication of the constitutional
challenge.

The court suspended Section 3C of the
amended law, which authorised District
Collectors to inquire into whether
property claimed as waqf was in fact
government land and to alter revenue
records accordingly. It also struck down
the clause that automatically divested
property of its waqf status once an
inquiry commenced, calling it “prima
facie arbitrary” and holding that
questions of title must be decided by
judicial or quasi-judicial bodies. To
balance interests, the court clarified that
wagf properties will not be dispossessed
during the pendency of proceedings, but
mutawallis or custodians are barred from
creating third-party rights in the disputed
properties until the matter is finally
decided by Waqf tribunals or High Courts.

The court further stressed that land
belonging to Scheduled Tribes or notified
as protected monuments under central or
State laws cannot be declared wadf, citing
constitutional safeguards for tribals and
statutory protections for heritage sites. It
also noted that the Ancient Monuments
and Archaeological Sites and Remains
Act, 1958, allows citizens to continue their
customary religious practices even within
areas notified as protected monuments.

The 2025 Act amended the definition
of “‘waqf’ to restrict its creation to a

“person showing or demonstrating that
heis pracusmg Islam for at least five
years.” The peti chall d this

years. It therefore suspended the
operation of the provision until the
Centre frames rules under the Act,
clarifying that the requirement would
take effect only once such a mechanism is
in place. The Bench also upheld the
related requirement that only property
owned by the person creating the waqf
may be dedicated, noting that both
classical Islamic jurisprudence and
principles of charity require a person to
donate their own property, not that of
others.

The petitioners strongly opposed the
2025 law’s provisions permitting
non-Muslims to serve on Wagf boards and
the Central Waqf Council, arguing that it
undermined the community’s
constitutional right to manage its own
religious affairs. Addressing these
concerns, the court said that such
participation must be limited. It directed
that the Central Waqf Council, a
22-member national advisory body under
the Union Ministry of Minority Affairs,
shall not include more than four
non-Muslim members. State Waqf boards,
which have 11 members, were similarly
capped at three non-Muslim members.

The court also noted that the amended
law removes the requirement that the
Chief Executive Officer of a Wagf board
should be a Muslim. Accordingly, it is
suggested that the post should preferably
be held by a member of the community,
given the religious character of Waqf
institutions.

Wllat are !he provisions that will

stipulation as arbitrary and
discriminatory, arguing that it effectively
empowered executive officials to
adjudicate the religiosity of citizens. The
Bench, however, declined to strike down
the provision, holding that it was justified
as a measure to prevent the potential
misuse of waqf properties. “The
possibility of any person not belonging to
the Muslim community converting to the
Islamic religion only to take benefit of the
protection of the Wagf Act to defeat
creditors and evade the law under the
cloak of a plausible dedication cannot be
ruled out,” it observed.

At the same time, the court
acknowledged that no procedure
currently exists to verify whether a
person has been practising Islam for five

The court a]lowed certain key provisions
to remain in force, relying on the
government’s argument that they were
necessary to curb mismanagement and
misuse of Waqf endowments.

The petitioners contested the removal
of the long-standing docv.nne of “waqf by
user,” under which land d for

wagf property. “... We are also of the view
that if the legislature, in 2025, finds that
on account of the concept of ‘waqf by
user’, huge government properties have
been encroached upon and to stop the
said menace, it takes steps for deletion of
the said provision, the said amendment,
prima facie, cannot be said to be
arbitrary”, it said. The judges also
recalled a 2022 ruling in which the
Supreme Court had struck down a
notification of the Andhra Pradesh Waqf
Board that sought to designate thousands
of acres of State-owned land as waqf.

The court also upheld the requirement
of registering wagf properties on a central
digital portal, reasoning that it is essential
for transparency and noting that such
registration has been required by law
since 1923.

The court refused to stay the
application of the Limitation Act, 1963, to
wagf properties, noting that the statute
applies uniformly to all properties. Under
the 1995 Act, waqf land had been exempt,
allowing Waqf boards to reclaim
encroached property without being
bound by the Act’s 12-year limitation
period.

‘What are the implications?

Faizan Mustafa, noted academician and
Vice-Chancellor of Chanakya National
Law University, Patna, told The Hindu that
reading too much into the interim order
would be premature since the judgment
on merits is still awaited. “The court may
strike down a few more problematic
provisions or even uphold those it has
now sustained,” he said.

On the court’s refusal to treat the
five-year requirement of “practising
Islam” as constitutionally suspect, Dr.
Mustafa said that the provision effectively
empowers state officials to adjudicate an
individual’s religiosity. “Once a person
embmces Islam Lhey acquire all

ts, including the right to

Muslim religious or charitable purposes
over a sustained period could be deemed
wagf even without formal registration.
They contended that abolishing this
principle struck at the very core of waqf
jurisprudence.

However, the court declined to
suspend the provision’s prospective
operation, observing that the doctrine
had frequently been exploited to claim
extensive tracts of government land as

: 9971932488
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religious dedlcauon. ‘Whether one
accepted the faith yesterday or was born
into it makes no difference. Introducing
such a caveat into property rights will
only result in policing private religious
choices,” he cautioned.

However, he welcomed the court’s
finding that vesting executive officers with
the power to decide questions of title
contravenes the principle of separation of
powers.

THE GIST

v

The Supreme Court, on
September 15, stayed certain
contentious provisions of the
Wagqf (Amendment) Act, 2025,
including the five-year
practising Islam requirement,
powers of District Collectors to
decide waqf property
ownership, and limits on
non-Muslim representation in
Wagf boards.

v

Provisions that remain in force
include the derecognition of
‘waqf by user’ properties, the
requirement to register waqf
properties on a central digital
portal, and the application of
the Limitation Act to waqf
lands.

v

The order aims to protect
property rights and minority
protections, ensure judicial
oversight of disputes, and
prevent executive overreach,
while the final judgment on the
2025 Act is still pending.
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How does SC’s order affect Waqgf law?

G B & TSN BT TFB B U T YU USdT 82

Wagf (Amendment) Act, 2025
TP (RN i, 2025

e The Supreme Court, on September 15, declined to suspend the Waqf (Amendment) Act,
2025 in its entirety, but stayed the operation of certain contentious provisions pending
further judicial scrutiny.
ita #1715 RidaR &1 R ©U & gatp (@R fRifFaw, 2025 & FAdfed a7 9 ShR
R fean, dfe oo fAarerue eyl & S & o & ATie JHlel d@ A |

e The interim order, delivered by a Bench led by Chief Justice of India B.R. Gavai and
Justice A.G. Masih, put on hold the enforcement of provisions that:

S 3, R YR % T ararehier .31, Tas ok ragfd oo, weite o 99 3
f&a, 371wyt & ARLEH P bl § o

o Empowered District Collectors to unilaterally decide whether a property claimed as
wagf belonged to the government.

[ 1 TR T vl o &1 SifeR fean fos o fosdt Jufy &1 grar aaww
P 0 H PR S Wi gl

o Stipulated that only a lawful property owner who has been practising Islam for at
least five years could create waqf through a formal deed.

Ig WAy a1 o draat a8t ST Wl A1fere, S 69 @ &4 Ui aul | ST &7
UTel 3 38T 81, 3NTAIRS STy & ATH T 98P 51 Ihdl 3|

o Capped the number of non-Muslims who may be appointed to the Central Waqgf
Council and State Waqf Boards.

Heia 9o TRYS 3R TS I Sl H Mg fbu ST gl AR-gf Rl o1 G ol
Siftr foea

Challenge Overview
Cal

o Wagf, under Islamic law, denotes a charitable endowment through which property is
dedicated for religious or philanthropic purposes.

SEATTHS BT & ded aFP Us Ui a1 WITSR! 3234 & fog Yufy &1 gaftd e aran
uTife g 3|

e The 2025 law, notified in April as an amendment to the Waqf Act of 1995, is projected by
the government as a comprehensive reform aimed at streamllnlng administration.
2025 FT BT, o 3a & 1995 & aawp rfifray & T & wu & Sifigfd fasan mar, &
WHR gRI AT F YR & 1T T ATYS GUR & FU § TR fobar m|

o Critics describe it as an attempt to extend State control over religious institutions.

3{TArED! BT Bl & [F g8 unfifer TR wR Iy fa=or sgm &1 w8l

Petitioners and Grounds
3R YR

o Earlier this year, multiple petitioners challenged the law in the Supreme Court, citing
infringement of Article 26 (Muslim community’s right to manage religious affairs).
Y 1A B LI §, B AMadbiamaiai 3 B o HH B¢ T AR &1, I8 §d1d g4 & a8
ITC 26 (ARTH T &1 Uit T &1 Ta= B &1 AIBR) BT Ieerd g

e Petitioners included leaders such as AIMIM MP Asaduddin Owaisi, Trinamool Congress
MP Mahua Moitra, RUD MP Manoj Kumar Jha, YSR Congress, and Communist Party of
India.

ifaTamdisit & Adrsi S AIMIM HiE Srgai siawt, e i wide ugsm Hig,
RJD HiGg B $UR 3T, YSR HU, 3R URAT SRIfRe urdf 2nfia g
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e Arguments:

o Requirement of being a practising Muslim for five years before creating waqf is
arbitrary and curtails religious freedoms.
IHP ST I U UiT a9 dP XA BT UTA-T BT HHH § 3R utfifes
el o1 Hitd Hrar gl

o District Collectors deciding ownership disputes encroaches on the domain of civil
courts and tribunals.

Fade] gRI Withd fAarg! &1 fAvfa w1 arifve sigradt ok =araTfiraon

& &7 ¥ gwau gl

o Allowing non-Muslims on Waqf boards contravenes Article 30, the minority
community’s rl%_\rt to manage its institutions.

I ST W S e 30 & RIFHRY 1 Icera Fa o, ot
Wwaﬁ&mﬁwﬁrmwmmmafﬂwﬁ%l

Defense by Government
UXPR GIRT &1

e Solicitor General Tushar Mehta defended that amendments promote transparency and
accountability in management of waqf properties.
AR SRe JUR HedT A &/ B & e URGRIAT 3R JaTadel o1 ggrdl 4d § I
Hufral & weaue J|

o Centralised registration of properties and preliminary inquiry powers to District Collectors
aim to reduce litigation and ease load on tribunals.

ufcr &1 Hektpa UshHRr 3R Rrar daaeR) @) yRfiS S Wfemi <3 &1 352 faare
P BT 3R ATATRIBIUN YR 9IS HH HIAT 5|

¢ Inclusion of non-Muslim members is consistent with principles of inclusivity and
oversight.
R-gfeay Tl & A A1 JHrafRar oiR e & Rigidal & sFu gl
e The five-year practice requirement aims to prevent opportunlstlc claims of conversion.

UTg 9T 3 U & Saxashd o1 329 Srawrard! ¢ ufvads gral o As1 8|

Provisions Stayed by Supreme Court
DI GRT VIR yrau™

e |nits 128-page order, the court upheld the presumption of constitutionality of the
legislation but cautioned that enforcing it in full without safeguards could have “serious
consequences” for property rights and weaken minority protections.

301 128-G8 & M ¥, $fafeld I HILT o1 HAUTIhdT B YRV BT 1Y 3G Tch-1 =aram
fob 58 o e 9 for Qe Surd] & AL BT Haw St RY & forg «aivfiR afeomer ot wapa
3R STHEIP JRET B HHR H JHal g

e Therefore, the court stayed certain contentious provisions, clarifying these were only

interim directions pending final adjudlcatlon of the constitutional challenge.
SO, SfETed - $© faaTerue WUt & R R 31, Wy Hvd gU & 3 daa il
fewe aﬁ?ﬂ%ﬂﬁiﬁﬁ?ﬁ%&ﬁﬁﬁﬂh % AN e
e The court suspended Section 3C of the amended law, which:
3farerd A MY HFH & URT 3¢ B IR fbar, o
o Authorised District Collectors to inquire whether property claimed as wagqf was in
fact government land.
foren Sl o 98 SUSER <ar o fos o S B o a1 fasdl dufti &1 arar 9ot &
w0 H IRad ¥ W yfir 3|
o Allowed altering revenue records accordingly.

TP IR IoRg Repis &) YT HA Bt 3Afa <
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The clause that automatically divested property of its waqf status once an inquiry
commenced was struck down, called “prima facie arbitrary”; title questions must be
decided by judicial or quasi-judicial bodies.

I8 U1y o8 o9 Y= g9 UR HUfi &1 99t guil wad: geT faam Srar o1, 39 | o fear
T, 39 “UTSHI RITS HHHET $Hel; WA & Fard =i a1 sref-=afe Txmsif grr
4 fabu o =nfg|

Waqf properties will not be dispossessed during proceedings; mutawallis or custodians
are barred from creating third-party rights until matter is finally decided by Waqf tribunals
or High Courts.

PRIATG! P R I FUTH DI §eT Tg1 SITGT; Fardeet! T W& faared dufwal # dr
98 & SHRUPR s I Abh ST §d dob fob A Siferd 9 F I9p YrfeRor a1 3
graTerdt gRT iR T g1 S|

Land belonging to Scheduled Tribes or protected monuments under central or State laws
cannot be declared wagf, citing constitutional safeguards and statutory protections.

S SeTaa @) it a1 S a1 IS BAT & d8d GRIYT VRS B aab it Tat
T ST o, S forg TauT e R iR denfe wRe&rvr &1 garan fear|

Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958 allows citizens to
continue customary religious practices even in areas notified as protected monuments.

U WIRS 3R RTdIfa® wual 3R =iy siftfera, 1958 TFR®! & tRuRTI enfife
TYT3M DI TRI IGA BT AN a1 7, Wl B &7 GRI&| TR 9 ol

The 2025 Act amended the definition of ‘waqf’ to restrict creation to a person practising
Islam for at least five years.

2025 & SHfAATH A gap’ B aHrar § Sy fear aife 5@ Had ui 9ul I ST $1
UTe 3 aTel safaa adb HifHd foan o db |

Petitioners challenged this as arbitrary and discriminatory, arguing it empowered
executive officials to adJud|cate religiosity of citizens.

AReTEelof 3 S8 R S0 AT A T A 0 o e s
AR @t urfifear &1 o o7 &1 SfieR T 5l

The Bench declined to strike it down, holding |tjust|f|ed to prevent potential misuse of waqf
properties.

9 7 39 TN 31 foba, S8 9ap WURI & JUTFIT GEUART &I b+ o (ol Ifad A
The court observed the possibility of conversion to Islam to benefit from the Wagf Act
cannot be ruled out.

SETAd A ST o qaw Sifferas & @y oF & foe e & emfavor &t SuTaT &1 srdigpd
el fopar w1 ||

No procedure currently exists to verify five-year practice; operation suspended until Centre
frames rules.

ada & uie e $) fFew g &7 B HIS ufhar 71 8; Sid dob g Fraw el ST,
D] BRI IR B

Only property owned by the person creating waqf may be dedicated; upheld under Islamic
jurisprudence and principles of charity.

$ad IE! GURT S g I aTel I &1, AT BT ST Tobell 7; 39 STATH BT 3R urftfes
™ fagial & dgd 99 34T

Petitioners opposed provisions pemitting non-Muslims on Waqf boards and Central Waqf
Council, cla|m|n it undermines the community's constitutional rights.

feanl & g SISt oIk Sty gap TRy & AT F=A & U= &1
faRver fama, ﬁﬁm%%w%ﬁmaﬁmﬁm?m%
The court directed the Central Waqf Council (22-member body) to include no more than
four non-Muslim members; State Waqf boards (11 members) capped at three non-
Muslims.

3ferard A éw faan i Ffta aawp uRve (22 Feadta) # 9R & oftre R-gfead wew &
BT, I TP SIS (11 Fe) | i R-gieaw siferran gl |

The amended law removes the requirement that the Chief Executive Officer of Waqf board
must be Muslim; suggested preferably held by a community member.
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TS BT T TG ATTGH I 82T <1 T3 [ I a8 P Yol PRI SAUSRY IfH g
T, Y9 3 [ S TG & T gRI 3@ 9T I T

Provisions that will continue to operate

o uraer & SRt @1 ST

The court allowed certain key provisions to remain in force, relying on the government’s
argument that they were necessary to curb mismanagement and misuse of Waqf
endowments.
3IEIAd - $T Y& WIGUTI &I ARG DI AN &, TWHR & db TR RN Hd gU b
I (R & PUEU SR GSUANT &I A+ & Y 1A 6|
Petitioners contested the removal of the long-standing doctrine of “waqf by user”, under
which land employed for Muslim religious or charitable purposes over a sustained period
could be deemed waqf even without formal registration.

3 “qFP T GO’ DI G THT T et AT ¥g1 RIgid DI ger $1 [ fosa,
forae dea gaw urfifes a1 gr=ita waier & o dd 99 de uged YH & aa A1 ol
qHAT 7, Wd & AU Usie T = 8|
They contended that abohshmg this principle struck at the very core of waqf jurisprudence.
DT I AT 6 39 Rigid &) T 31 aap faftl & 4@ W e wRar g
The court declined to suspend the provision’s prospective operation, observing that the
doctrine had frequently been exploited to claim extensive tracts of government land as
wagqf property.
3IETEd A 39 Urae & ufdsy & sraf-aae & AT HA D SAHR a1, I8 e gu & 39
@mﬁam SRR AP HfA & famer =l 1 9o Hufr o U  Gra1 3 & ferg geuanT

T

The court noted that if the legislature, in 2025, finds that due to ‘waqf by user’, huge
government properties have been encroached upon, deleting the provision would prima
facie not be arbitrary.

3ferad A e faran fs afe faenfeT, 2025 ®, ordh B 5 aawp ama gorve & HRUT fawne WRert
Fufrt W SAfaspHur g3 3, af 39 WU &Y s WISHTHIRIS Y I HTHIHT 5] Hel off
Hohd|

Judges recalled a 2022 ruling where the Supreme Court struck down a notification of
Andhra Pradesh Waqf Board seeking to designate thousands of acres of State-owned
land as wagf.

ararefiRi 2 2022 F Aol 31 arg fasan, g goiE SIE 3 Sy wexT 9w aS Bt fRgEe
ﬁW&Ww,Ww&mﬁamﬁmﬁmq&rﬁw%wﬁmﬁam
&1 Jary oo mar |

The court upheld the requirement of registering waqf properties on a central digital portal,
noting it is essential for transparency and has been required by law since 1923.

3{EIAd - P Hufaal & Suia f$forea da IR Ushiarur &1 sraxdeal & a8 34,
noting & I URERAr & o 3mawg® § 3R 1923 ¥ ST GRT MaWS ¢

The court refused to stay the application of the Limitation Act, 1963, to wagf properties,
noting the statute applies uniformly to all properties.

sfarerd A At sraftr sifuferaw, 1963 & 9op Fufrdl TR @] 811 & VI B I STHR
fopa, u‘gﬁa@ﬁgmﬁ?%aﬂaﬁwﬁwﬁ-@wwwﬁmm%

Under the 1995 Act, wagf land had been exempt, allowing Wagf boards to reclaim
encroached property without being bound by the 12-year limitation period.

1995 & SfUT=aH & dgd, Ia% YT gaa R, R 39 dis &1 Jfaspiia "ufy & arow o
DI 3 oA, 12-a1a B W1 & 31efi 7T

Implications

LIELIE

Faizan Mustafa, academician and Vice-Chancellor of Chanakya National Law University,
Patna, told The Hindu that reading too much into the interim order would be premature since
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the judgment on merits is still awaited.

3R FTUTRT AR @f gAaRidt, Uedr & $aufd, 7 ¢ ifg 3 Fg1 fs
SiafT ST & wga e s Forar ama @ qd &, Ff% Ha Bad &1 SR onfi 8|
“The court may strike down a few more problematic provisions or even uphold those it has
now sustained,” he said.

IR B, "I $S 3R Rarares Taur o @RS 2 ISl 2 91 31 7 R WaeH! B
FHIT W 7, 38 §1E XW Tohell 31"

On the court’s refusal to treat the five-year requirement of “practising Islam” as
constitutionally suspect, Dr. Mustafa said it effectively empowers state officials to adjudicate
an individual's religiosity.

JETAd GRT “Uid [T SEATH BT S{WTH” B ISl &I AU T § Ty 7 7M1 |,
Sl TXIHT 2 o1 b I8 JUTdl T 1 I SAUBIRAT B T Afad D1 Urfifear &1 FHofg o=
1 SHRPR T B

“Once a person embraces Islam, they acquire all associated rights, including the right to
religious dedication. Whether one accepted the faith yesterday or was born into it makes no
difference. Introducing such a caveat into property rights will only result in policing private
religious choices,” he cautioned.

IR T, “Teh IR SR ST AU T 2, A 38 T Geig SR e o € R
yTfHfer gHYUr &7 iR it Tnfire g1 9 fonddt 7 vty TR fovan g1 a1 o ¥ a8y A &,
aﬂéﬁﬁﬂm@ﬁmﬁaﬁ@%ﬁﬂﬁﬁmﬁam%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁw
BT BRI I”

However, he welcomed the court’s finding that vesting executive officers with power to
decide questions of title contravenes the principle of separation of powers.

BT, Iai- 3reTad & 39 fsrd &1 WrTd fovar [ erder) sifteifyal @) w@rfica & oy
T A BT SHRIBR ST T TP P Rl & TR 2
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In Nordic dispute over European Union ‘s

forest targets, echoes of Greece’s crisis
§

The European Union (EU)
is once again facing a test
of how well its suprana-
tional frameworks can ac-
commodate diverse econo-
mies and ecologies of its
member-States. A dispute
over forest management
has now erupted with Swe-
den and Finland warning
of “dire” economic conse-
quences if they are forced
to cut back on loggingto
meet the EU’s climate-poli-
cy targets. The argument
turns on carbon uptake
and emissions accounting
as well as on questions of
sovereignty, livelihoods,
and fairness. For observers
of Europe’s recent past,
the situation carries
echoes of another era of
tension between national
economies and EU rules:
the Greek debt crisis of the
last decade.

Under the EU’s Land
Use, Land-Use Change and
Forestry (LULUCF) regula-
tion, member-States are re-
quired to ensure their for-
ests are “sinks” rather than
“sources” of greenhouse
gases. That is, the total vol-
ume of carbon absorbed
by trees and soil must not
fall below a given thresh-
old. Sweden and Finland
have been assigned ambi-
tious targets to raise car-
bon uptake by around 4
million tonne (MT) of CO2
a year by 2030 in Sweden’s
case and 3 MT for Finland.

Economic assets

On paper, these numbers
are designed to keep Eu-
rope on track to achieve
net-zero emissions by
2050. In practice, howev-
er, the Nordic governments
have said they are unwor-
kable. Slower tree growth,
which is partially attributa-
ble to climate change itself,

Bone of contention: A man is seen fishing on a frozen lake at the
Pajulahti sports centre near Lahti, Finland. REUTERS

means forests are less effi-
cient carbon sinks than
scientists once believed. At
the same time, the war in
Ukraine has driven the de-
mand for timber, pulp and
biomass up, imposing ad-
ditional pressure on log-
ging. Both governments
have thus insisted, without
revised figures, the EU fra-
mework will lead to “un-
reasonable and unjustified
restrictions”™ on forestry.

To be clear, forests are
not a marginal industry in
Nordic economies. They
cover about 70% of the
land area in both coun-
tries, directly employ more
than 2 lakh people and
generate a sizeable share of
exports: more than 10% in
Sweden and almost 20% in
Finland. Also, forestry has
long been woven into na-
tional narratives of resour-
cefulness and resilience as
well in the region.

The EU’s demand to re-
duce logging strikes at this
foundation. For Finland in
particular, the wood pro-
ducts sector supports rural
communities where alter-
native employment is hard
to come by. Policymakers
in Helsinki and Stockholm
have argued that tighten-
ing restrictions would trig-

ger job losses, depress re-
gional economies and
erode the competitiveness
of domestic companies in
global markets.

This said, industry and
many national policymak-
ers see forests as renewa-
ble resources that, if man-
aged sustainably, could
support economic growth
and contribute to green
transition. Timber, pulp,
and biofuels have been
promoted as substitutes
for fossil fuels, plastics,
and concrete — all mate-
rials with currently very
high carbon footprints.

Structural challenge

On the other hand, envi-
ronmental scientists and
NGOs have countered that
intensive logging, planting
monocultures, and using
short harvest cycles will di-
minish biodiversity and re-
duce forests’ capacity for
sequestering carbon. They
have also contended the
EU’s climate goals won’t be
met if forests are treated
primarily as economic as-
sets. From this perspec-
tive, the Nordic States’
protest reflects an unwil-
lingness to accept “busi-
ness as usual” forestry
practices are incompatible

with climate neutrality.

This standoft isn’t only a
disagreement over num-
bers: it highlights a structu-
ral challenge at the heart of
European integration, con-
cerned with designing un-
iform frameworks that are
effective at the EU level as
well as feasible for very dif-
ferent member states.

Just as Greece once
complained that deficit-re-
duction targets ignored the
realities of its economy,
which was struck by reces-
sion, Sweden and Finland
argued LULUCF bench-
marks ignore ecological
and geopolitical contexts
they alone face. In both
cases, a “one size fits all”
approach threatens to be-
come politically combusti-
ble. EU frameworks often
embody long-term objec-
tives such as debt sustaina-
bility in the case of Greece
and climate neutrality in
the case of forestry. Yet the
States that implement
them experience conse-
quences in the short term
as austerity and economic
restriction, respectively.
The ultimate political risk
is that populations view
Brussels as imposing hard-
ship without offering credi-
ble paths to adjustment.

Setting industrial policy
Both crises also touch on
sovereignty. For Athens,
the issue was fiscal autono-
my, and for Stockholm and
Helsinki, control over na-
tional resources. If Sweden
and Finland were to comp-
ly strictly with the EU’s tar-
gets, the economic costs
would likely include re-
duced export earnings, job
losses in forestry commun-
ities, and ripple effects in
industries such as paper,
packaging, and bioenergy.
If they resist, they risk
fines, reputational dam-

age, and potentially lower
influence within EU cli-
mate negotiations — a dy-
namic that mirrors the
“damned if you do,
damned if you don’t” trap
Greece found itself in, as
austerity compliance
meant deep recession
while defiance meant fi-
nancial isolation.

Another parallel lies in
recognising that the EU’s
rules aren’t just technical
adjustments but industrial
policy by another name.
By setting carbon-sink tar-
gets, Brussels is effectively
shaping the future struc-
ture of Nordic economies,
pushing them away from
resource-intensive forestry
toward other forms of va-
lue creation. In the same
way, debt and deficit tar-
gets reshaped the Greek
economy, shrinking public
services, lowering wages,
and forcing privatisation.

Cautionary tales
All this said, the Greek cri-
sis is not an exact template
- though it also offers
warnings and, possibly, li-
mited guidance. For exam-
ple, Greece’s fiscal targets
were widely judged by eco-
nomists to be unattainable
without catastrophic eco-
nomic contraction. Stick-
ing with them stretched
the recession and dee-
pened public resentment.
The lesson for today’s
forestry dispute is the EU
risks discrediting its cli-
mate policy if targets are
set beyond ecological or
economic feasibility. Se-
cond, in Greece, a rigid in-
sistence on austerity near-
ly pushed the country out
of the euro. A more flexible
approach could have pre-
served economic stability
and public trust. Likewise,
for Sweden and Finland,
the space for talks, per-

haps through transitional
allowances, differentiated
accounting methods and
investment support, could
prevent confrontation.

Third, Greece eventual-
ly received bailouts, alth-
ough they were tied to
painful conditions. If the
EU expects Nordic States to
bear the cost of adjusting
forestry practices to fit its
needs, it will have to install
mechanisms of solidarity
such as compensatory
funds and support for di-
versification. If climate
neutrality is to be viewed
as a collective good, the
burden must also be
shared collectively. Finally,
the Greek crisis fuelled Eu-
roscepticism and left scars
on the EU’s legitimacy. If
the forestry dispute is mis-
handled, it could have si-
milar but more magnified
effects by eroding confi-
dence in climate policy.

Of course, the analogy is
also limited. Greece was in-
solvent and depended on
the EU and the Internation-
al Monetary Fund for fi-
nancing. Finland and Swe-
den, on the other hand,
are fiscally stable, wealthy,
and central to EU security
since they joined NATO in
2023 and 2024, respective-
ly. Their bargaining power
is thus far greater.

Also, enforcing sound
climate policy remains an
urgent global necessity
whereas the Greek debt
restructuring could (tech-
nically) be postponed.

Thus the Greek episode
offers fewer solutions than
cautionary tales, in partic-
ular to avoid rigid targets,
maintain solidarity and
respect national contexts.
The rest will have to be
worked out through politi-
cal talks and by recognis-
ing climate action always
entails economic trade-off.

In Nordic dispute over European Union's forest targets, echoes of Greece’s

crisis

R €Y & 99 d&4l W Alfe® faarg d f dde ot 19

e The European Union (EU) is once again facing a test of how well its supranational
frameworks can accommodate diverse economies and ecologies of its member-States.

R |Y (EV) T SR R g SITd T -1 6% 8T 8 b ST of
A e 32 ot fafay srfeqawarait 3R yafavon o Tu@IRIA &R T6d

e fFgRe T

o A dispute over forest management has now erupted with Sweden and Finland warning of
“dire” economic consequences if they are forced to cut back on logging to meet the EU’s
climate-policy targets.
T YEU &1 ABR U (318 31d IHRT & o wie iR fibds 3 Jamet &1 2 i afe 3=
EU & Saarg--ifd d&di &1 I $HRA & [T Adhel Bl HeTs HH B IR Toley T 1 dl
TR 3nffe ufvoma i

e The argument tums on carbon uptake and emissions accounting as well as on questions
of sovereignty, livelihoods, and fairness.
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g ddh BTa-T AR 3R Soqol = AW P T1Y-T1Y YT, SHfaeT, 3R =ama & usli iR
TR g

For observers of Europe’s recent past, the situation carries echoes of another era of tension
between national economies and EU rules: the Greek debt crisis of the last deeade.

R & B & 3felid & GHders! & fore g fRufa g srderawarat oik EU frae & ot

I & T 3R SR B 7S U gU &: Usd a2 &1 e BT "dhe |

Under the EU’s Land Use, Land-Use Change and Forestry (LULUCF) regulation, member-
States are required to ensure their forests are “sinks” rather than “sources” of greenhouse
gases.

EU & Yf¥ Iugi, Yf¥ IuaiT uf¥ad SR arfeat (LULUCF) fafaa+ & dgd, daw =it &
Tg YT A1 3axae § fb 3% a7 Meerew A & Hia” T8 afcw “sraxiy® (Riw)”

Bl

That is, the total volume of carbon absorbed by trees and soil must not fall below a given
threshold.

3rufd, UeY oik frdY g1 Sra=nfa w1 &t 7En Ue Ruiia dimr @ &4 =6t et arftel
Sweden and Finland have been assigned ambitious targets to raise carbon uptake by

around 4 million tonnes (MT) of CO2 a year by 2030 in Sweden’s case and 3 MT for
Finland.

e 3R ftrds &1 2030 T e & i co2 & T 4 fferas @1 (MT) 3R fFdls
& forg 3 MT Ufd oY e ST s & Hearsia dea fow T g

On paper, these numbers are designed to keep Europe on track to achieve net-zero
emissions by 2050.

B R, T 3Hidhs GRIT B 2050 TP G-I SIS U B & AN IR §1Y 3G & 7T
3R w2

In practice, however the Nordic governments have said they are unworkable.

BT, AER & AEPH TPRI A FE12 [ 3 HATERE & |
Slower tree growth, partially attributable to climate change itself, means forests are less
efficient carbon sinks than scientists once believed.

it O3 gfF, S 31 T T Saarg uRad= & HRUT g, BT Hdad ¢ f& 37 aFe! &1 uga
B! T & SR HTa GNYD & 0 d HH HIA 5 |
The war in Ukraine has driven the demand for timber, pulp, and biomass up, imposing
additional pressure on logging.

b W g 3 B SY, T[T (Ued) 3R I $1 A1 971 <1 8, o ap gl 3t ders
SffiRed aaTd UST R |
Both governments have thus insisted, without revised figures, the EU framework will lead to
“‘unreasonable and unjustified restrictions” on forestry.

I UBR, THf BRI A ok fear g 6 I2fia srics! & o1 EU @ afe! IR “3vsier
3R rfera ufaae” &1 HRoT s
Forests cover about 70% of the land area in both countries, directly employ more than 2 lakh
people, and generate a sizeable share of exports: more than 10% in Sweden and almost
20% in Finland.

G R G TTHIT 70% YW &5 Bl R FRd 8, 2 A1 A 3ifrds A & i ISR T
FXd & 3R Frafa  meagul die #Rd & We | 10% & 3if¥® iR fiFTds o @
20%I
The EU’s demand to reduce logging strikes at this foundation.

APS! Pt BeTg HH B B EU ST AR 39 19 TR UgR FHRhl 6
For Finland, the wood products sector supports rural communities where altemative
employment is scarce.
iy fiFds & foe, @) Icure & 3 Iritor Tyt &1 quF FRal § Ol dabfedd AR Bt

I

Policymakers in Helsinki and Stockholm have argued that tightening restrictions would
trigger job losses, depress regional economies, and erode competitiveness in global
markets.

saRi®! SR Wieem H Aifd Fafarsl 3 d& 3o & & ufaasl o w1 Fen Aied o4,
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Environmental scientists and NGOs have countered that intensive logging, planting
monocultures, and using short harvest cycles will reduce biodiversity and forests’
capacity for sequesterlng carbon.

WS WIS (NGOs) 3 F81 & fb rcafties daeps) &l Hers, Thd
Al B IAUTS, R HH HHA Thl &1 STANT Aq [AFAEar B H7 H1M 3R a1 & Brea
S(ARITYOT &HT ! T |
They have also contended the EU’s climate goals won’t be met if forests are treated
primarily as economic assets.
35 g ot I e s afe a1 ot Jo7 ®u 4 anfdfes wufy & S0 d Sar T dl EU &
Sdarg d&d IR el sl
This standoff isn’t only a disagreement over numbers but highlights a structural challenge at
the heart of European integration.
Tg TRy Had el IR SNEAN el § dfcss TR TP & g H Th JaATHD
AT BT IR BT 5|
Just as Greece once complained deficit-reduction targets ignored the realities of its
economy, Sweden and Finland argue LULUCF benchmarks ignore their ecological and
geopolitical contexts.

o ae W 7 Ue IR RIerad &t At {3 ureT ge™ & deg 39! srdeqawr &t arRafaswarsit
&1 TORSAGTS PR 5, I IR Wi iR fTds F1 T ¢ f LULUCF ATIs 3%
uififRUfae® 3R YITerifae gl oI Torsiars ad g |

If Sweden and Finland comply strictly with the EU’s targets, it will result in reduced export
earnings, job losses, and ripple effects in industries like paper, packaging, and bioenergy.

TR wiie iR frrits EU % @ea &1 Tt 9 T % 8, o S9! uron fatd o &
U, T B g, ﬁiw,ﬂ%ﬁﬂﬁ?mﬁﬁﬁmmwwm|

If they resist, they risk fines, reputational damage, and lower influence within EU climate
negotiations.

ﬁéﬁﬁaaﬂﬁ% 0 38 gt ufam g1, 3k EU Saarg arafelt § &1 TUTEa &7 Ga’l
I

The EU’s rules, by setting carbon-sink targets, are effectively shaping the future structure
of Nordic economies.

EU & foraw, Sra=-Riw agal o1 Ruia o, nurdt w0 9 Afs® srdamawitse o1 ufaw
&) TR B SBR[ T

The lesson from the Greek crisis is that the EU risks discrediting its climate policy if
targets are set beyond ecological or economic feasibility.

W Hwe § ke I8 § 1% afe aeg uikfRufaw a1 snffe sqagrdar @ w Fuifa e ar
EU 301t STaary -ifd &1 Sifaya-ta §9 &1 Sied 331l 5

For Sweden and Finland, the space for talks, transitional allowances, differentiated
accounting methods, and investment support could prevent confrontation.

e 3R fpds & for, aral &t o, YhaumeTeH v, fanfed aate- fafdm, oik fawr
LT THIG B A THhd ¢ |

If climate neutrality is to be viewed as a collective good, the burden must also be shared
collectively.

IS TR AT S| ARIfRP HATS & ¥ J 58T ol 8, o YR &1 +ff argfes &u 3
GIEERIIRIEIRY

If the forestry dispute is mishandled, it could erode confidence in climate policy and fuel
Euroscepticism.

i et faarg 1 TTefd dlies & TUTET T, oY I8 Seraryg it § fayRy &1 HHER B gl
g 3R TRY-FaRiY &1 Sgrar ¢ 9l 5
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1. SC calls for jailing of stubble burners; not feasible, says Centre

gﬂﬁﬁmﬁaﬁmﬁﬁﬁaﬂaﬁﬁwﬁ;%ﬁwﬁw

2. ‘Periyar Tiger Reserve diverted funds without Kerala government’s
approval’

URAR TR Rord A 37 TR &1 wedt & 91 g &1 gouanT fHar
. EU-India partnership set for upgrade

39-HRd ATgieR 3999 & g R
. First batch of hilsa fish from Bangladesh reaches India

TSR | fear Ao 31 gl WU YRd Ugsl

. CAG developing LLM for accurate auditing, efficiency
Téd SHTfSTET 3R garar & T CAG LLM iR s @18

. Ahead of COP30, major emitters delay update on climate goals; EU yet
to finalise consensus

COP30 ¥ Ugd, YW IcHeld STefar] 9&dl & Juse 3N v R ¥ 8
it wewfd W Ad ugan @

7. Top court seeks CBI probe into tiger poaching ring
i 3rgTara = a9l & RreR fRIg B cBI <t &1 7T ot

8. Crosstalk: waning immunity against Japanese encephalitis worsens
dengue

PIICI: STUTHI SABarsied & fRAare gedt ufaven ST o1 ik wR1E
P 8
9. Quiz
10. ‘First round of FTA talks with Russia bloc EAEU likely in Nov.’
=9 i EAEU & ITY FTA 9Tdi &1 UgdT R Ada% d g1 B UG
11. SEBI may okay banks’ investing in non-agriculture derivatives

R-p SRafesy A d&1 & o HY SEBI Hefdl S AHaT 8

o O A~ W
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SC calls for jailing of
stubble burners; not
feasible, says Centre

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court and
the Union government dif-
fered sharply on Wednes-
day over how to deal with
farmers who pollute the air
by burning stubble ahead
of the winter season.

Chief Justice of India
B.R. Gavai, heading a
Bench, advocated a return
to criminal prosecution of
errant agriculturists, even
suggesting a separate legis-
lation. The Centre, howev-
er, maintained that its poli-
cy was to take farmers
along rather than put them
behind bars.

“Why do you not rein-
troduce criminal prosecu-
tion for stubble-burning? If
some people are behind
the bars, it will give the
right message,” the Chief
Justice asked the Centre.

Additional  Solicitor-
General Aishwarya Bhati,
appearing for the Union
government, said the issue
boiled down to implemen-
tation by the State govern-
ments, noting that farmers
had been exempted from
prosecution under the
Commission for Air Quali-
ty Management Act as a
matter of policy. It would
not be feasible to prose-
cute farmers criminally,

she argued.

Return to square one
The exchange came after
amicus curiae, senior ad-
vocate Aparajita Singh,
pointed out that despite
“humongous” efforts and
funds spent by the Centre,
farmers continued to burn
stubble, creating a toxic
haze across northern
States each winter. She
said the situation returned
to square one every season
despite repeated Supreme
Court directions.

“If you really have any
intention to protect the en-
vironment, why don’t
you?” the CJI pressed.

Ms. Bhati replied that

Q Why do
you not
reintroduce criminal
prosecution for
stubble-burning?
If some people are
behind the
bars, it will
. give theriglit

message

B.R. GAVAI
CJ1

the government’s ap-
proach was to take farmers
“along with us”.

“Do take them along
with you, but ultimately,
you should have a mechan-
ism to deal with stubble.
You give them the carrot
first, but then the stick.
You cannot be swayed
solely because of a five-
year exercise [elections],”
the CJI responded.

Ms. Bhati clarified that
the policy was not dictated
by vote bank politics. “It is
not because of the five-
yearly exercise. It is simply
a matter of policy for us,”
she submitted.

The Chief Justice noted
that while farmers hold a
special place in the coun-
try, they too have a respon-
sibility. “It is because of
them that we get what we
eat, but that does not
mean they should not be
brought in to protect the
environment of the coun-
try. We are not saying you
penalise farmers as a rou-
tine, do it as a sample to
send the message across,”
he said.

Ms. Bhati said the
Centre would file a de-
tailed status report reflect-
ing the ground situation in
Punjab, Haryana, and Ut-
tar Pradesh.

“You should take all the
States aboard and then
come up with a uniform
policy [on stubble-burn-
ing]. You consider doing
that, or we will issue man-
damus,” the CJI said.

SC calls for jailing of stubble burners; not
feasible, says Centre

g FI¢ 7 WRTelt STa= ardl &f od U+ $t 919
Pol; D A BT AHT T

e The Supreme Court and the Union government
differed sharply on Wednesday over how to deal with farmers
who pollute the air by burning stubble ahead of the winter
season.

PN I 3R g WPHR & a1 FUIR I 39 &1d W &
Taue gor fs il ¥ ugd WRIH STarehR gaT &l Ugiid Ha
Tt framl & o9 fAger S|

e Chief Justice of India B.R. Gavai, heading a Bench,
advocated a return to criminal prosecution of errant
agriculturists, even suggesting a separate legislation. The
Centre, however, maintained that its policy was to take
farmers along rather than put them behind bars.

YRA & YT AT o 3R, a8, S Uh Y13 B 3remerar &
R &, A S fHae & AATe SuRIfYe Yahew & bR § AN
PR BT AU o TR Tg1 T (6 T ST BT BT gid ot
T3 qifor bg TRBR BT BT Ul [ ITD! i fbaml B
S H ST & F91T 3% 1Y R HH o o1 gl

e “Why do you not reintroduce criminal prosecution for
stubble-buming? If some people are behind the bars, it will
give the right message,” the Chief Justice asked the Centre.

“3TY TRTCH STef o foTT SRS dhaR &i fhr I i 751
A HRA? 3R $S AN ol | g, ol I8 ol Haxl ol,” &
qrarefisr A g 9 g7l

e Additional Solicitor-General Aishwarya Bhati,
appearing for the Union government, said the issue boiled
down to implementation by the State governments, noting
that farmers had been exempted from prosecution under the
Commission for Air Quality Management Act as a matter of
policy. It would not be feasible to prosecute farmers criminally,
she argued.

Fg WHR D1 3R ¥ U fafve AiferRiex s=va eyat
Mﬁw%%@wmmmmaﬁﬁw%
3I5I- Sar fob fobami ol +Hifd o dgd arg ura ue
mm%mmﬁﬁwaﬁﬂé%m@ﬁﬁ
e fos fpamt IR STURIe YheaHT I ATTRING ol R

Return to square one

fpr ) e

¢ The exchange came after amicus curiae, senior
advocate Aparajita Singh, pointed out that despite
‘humongous” efforts and funds spent by the Centre, farmers
continued to burn stubble, creating a toxic haze across
northern States each winter. She said the situation retumed
to square one every season despite repeated Supreme Court
directions.

g 969 4 g5 o9 i 73, aRky sif¥aedr srarrforar Rig
J A & Hg WHR & e vt ok Wl & drasg
Wmm@,m@amﬁmwﬁm
&8 & ST 5 | 51 Pgl [ IR-aR Gl ®1d & gz &
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TIaee &R Ui A Ry e @ S A S o 21

“If you really have any intention to protect the environment, why don’t you?” the CJI pressed.
“3R 3ATehT aRad T TTTaRUT B I&T HRA BT 3RAST &, <) 3117 T T g} Ba?” A
=ATaTefi=T A SR GhR HEl|

Ms. Bhati replied that the government’s approach was to take farmers “along with us”.

U 3 o971 fear fh TRPR 1 b1 fordml Y “3U= I AP I BT 2

“Do take them along with you, but ultimately, you should have a mechanism to deal with
stubble. You give them the carrot first, but then the stick. You cannot be swayed solely
because of a five-year exercise [elections],” the CJI responded.

I 3T IR ABR AT, Afde MRARBR 3Mues Ui Weht F fAueq &1 T dF g1 a1fgu|
UEd I8 UEIHH (TTTeRR) 2, dfd a1g & aadt (BY) i fewmy| sy et i |1 3t ufdsan
[EATd] & HRUT THIAA 51 51 Fobd,” T AT = Sarg faan|

Ms. Bhati clarified that the policy was not dictated by vote bank politics. “It is not because of
the five-yearly exercise. It is simply a matter of policy for us,” she submitted.

It = Wy fFar fs ug Hifd die 3 & Ieifa T uRa 781 81 S| Pel, U8 Ui gId &
Ufhar & SR g1 8 | I8 R gar) Hifd &1 A g 1

The Chief Justice noted that while farmers hold a special place in the country, they too have
a responsibility. “It is because of them that we get what we eat, but that does not mean they
should not be brought in to protect the environment of the country. We are not saying you
penalise farmers as a routine, do it as a sample to send the message across,” he said.

1 <AraTe=r 2 w7 & [ <x & Oy ®iF ad &, dfee 3! off iRt 81 35
Hel, “ITh] dolg I gH WM &I fiddT 8, Afe 39T Hads I8 T8l § fb I <X & JafaRur &t
&l o fore FrHeR 15T G S A1feT | §H I8 -Tol 8 <o [ (bl &I gHRI Gfed B,
AfhT T IGTEIVN & IR W VT 3 T Ha=T Su |”

Ms. Bhati said the Centre would file a detailed status report reflecting the ground situation
in Punjab, Haryana, and Uttar Pradesh.

Yt 3 Hg1 {5 P WRPR UolTe, gRATOT 3R IR U & ! RS &1 g2 arelt ts
faqga fufa R arfaa st

“You should take all the States aboard and then come up with a uniform policy [on stubble-
burning]. You consider doing that, or we will issue mandamus,” the CJI said.

«3Meh! JH I DT 1Y ABR Wl ST W Th FHTE A I3 1Tl 3y U1 61 W
IR 3, el Y 50 HEHW IR B7),” Y TN = FeT|
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‘Periyar Tiger Reserve diverted funds
without Kerala government’s approval

Sandeep Vellaram
IDUKKI

Arecent report of the State
Finance Inspection wing,
operating under the Fi-
nance department, has ex-
posed significant financial
irregularities at the Periyar
Tiger Reserve (PTR) in
Thekkady, Kerala.

The report, a copy of
which has been obtained
by The Hindu, reveals that
PTR authorities esta-
blished a “Park Welfare
Fund” (PWF) in 2004 and
subsequently diverted tou-
rism-related income into it
without the requisite go-
vernment approval. Fi-
nance Minister K.N. Bala-
gopal has reportedly
approved the inspection’s
recommendations and for-

The tourist boat landing area at the Periyar Tiger Reserve in
Thekkady in Idukki district of Kerala. JOMON PAMPAVALLEY

warded the report to For-
ests Minister A.K. Saseen-
dran for immediate action.

The detailed inspection
was initiated at the request
of Mr. Saseendran follow-
ing a complaint filed in Fe-
bruary 2024 by the Kerala

Non-Gazetted Employees
Association (NGEA) regard-
ing alleged financial mis-
management within the
reserve.

Unauthorised fund
A core finding of the in-

spection is the unauthor-
ised formation of the wel-
fare fund. “The inspection
revealed that there was no
government order or direc-
tion to form the PWE.”

The report highlights
that “without a proper go-
vernment order or rules,
the entire tourism income
was diverted to the park
welfare fund, and its use
was for purchases and oth-
er activities without proper
rules” The report urged
the Forest department to
conduct an immediate ver-
ification and take swift ac-
tion against the misuse of
government funds. It also
recommends a proper au-
dit and an exploration of
depositing a share of the
income into the govern-
ment treasury.

‘Periyar Tiger Reserve diverted funds without Kerala government’s approval’

URAR 23R Rerd 7 Fa RHR F G5 & 91 g &1 geuant faar

e Arecent report of the State Finance Inspection wing, operating under the Finance
department, has exposed significant financial irregularities at the Periyar Tiger Reserve
(PTR) in Thekkady, Kerala.

o fumT & sfaria wrRa wea fam Fréteror i 1 grferan Ruid 3 dva & dawpst Rud

IR e Rerd (PTR) B 58 fasfta sifraftraanait &1 gamn faan g1

e The report, a copy of which has been obtained by The Hindu, reveals that PTR authorities
established a “Park Welfare Fund” (PWF) in 2004 and subsequently diverted tourism-
related income into it without the requisite government approval.

50 R B T T & fikg oY el , Forersl agerren

g3 8 for PTR i1l 3 2004 ¥ U&

“qTeh dABAR BS” (PWF) RITUT a1 3R a1e & qded & Jafra 3ma & s WRabRT Hopdt
& fomT RymFfafa & fear|
¢ Finance Minister K.N. Balagopal has reportedly approved the inspection’s
recommendations and forwarded the report to Forests Minister A.K. Saseendran for
immediate action.
foamr vl F.09. arariure 3 Sd IR W ARt o Rl o ded € 7 ok R &t a1
it €%, Tefied & do T BRaE & g O fear 21
e The detailed inspection was initiated at the request of Mr. Saseendran following a complaint
filed in February 2024 by the Kerala Non-Gazetted Employees Association (NGEA)
regarding alleged financial mismanagement within the reserve.

oft TRifeA & SRIY IR g fawqa MRl = fobar 71 U1 98 FHeH Hed Ai-Toles Traige
THHTIM (NGEA) GRT BRast 2024 T Roid & iR wfd faxita gueieq ot fRera o

PR D §IG IS/ T
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Unauthorised fund

3AfUFd B

o A core finding of the inspection is the unauthorised formation of the welfare fund. “The
inspection revealed that there was no government order or direction to form the PWF.”
e Bt U o WIS U8 § {6 IaBmR B 1 o sM[ftgd uTl e o g8 garT gan
% PWF S & [O1T Sis SRPRY STe=T a1 fodwr =gt a11”

e The report highlights that “without a proper government order or rules, the entire tourism
income was diverted to the park welfare fund, and its use was for purchases and other
activities without proper rules.”
RO & ag arn T § 3 o foredt areerst sme=r an forel &, ot wdes o &t utds
FABAR s | RIFART B 1 TT SR SHHT I WRIGRT 3R 3= Tfafafdt o forg fovan
1, g i foeT fobelt Sfera et o6 1

e The report urged the Forest department to conduct an immediate verification and take
swift action against the misuse of government funds.

O 3 a1 fAURT § 3 a1 fos 9 ahTal ofig ) 3R IRPR Bed & GOUURT & RdTh
ofty FRag W

e It also recommends a proper audit and an exploration of depositing a share of the income
into the government treasury.

g4 gg o Rweiiwr 1 712 § o S aiifee forar o 8iik oma & ves fed & et

HIYNTR A SHT a4 W fa=R fHar s

EU-India partnership set for upgrade

EUS top diplomat Kaja Kallas releases strategic agenda on trade, technology, security, defence and climate; however, India’s military exercises with

Russia and its continued purchase of Russian oil are seen in Brussels as potential obstacles to the deepening of the relationship with New Delhi

Sriram Lakshman
LONDON

he European Union
T has set out a plan to
upgrade its strateg-
ic ties with India, even as it
warned that India’s mili-
tary exercises with Russia
and its purchase of Russian
oil are risks to the growing
strategic ties between
Brussels and New Delhi.
The European Commis-
sion and the EU’s top di-
plomat Kaja Kallas released
‘A New Strategic EU-India
Agenda’ on Wednesday in
Brussels, and urged the Eu-
ropean Parliament and
Council (i.e., the heads of
member states) to adopt it.
Ms. Kallas called India a
“crucial” partner for the
EU, as she outlined the
strategy that encompassed
trade, technology, securi-
ty, defence and climate.
She was speaking at a tele-
vised press conference in
Brussels on Wednesday.
The document declared
that “the EU and India
have the potential and de-
termination to shape one
of the defining partner-

ships of the 21st century”.

Brussels and New Delhi
are in the midst of negotiat-
ing a free trade agreement
(FTA), with the EU’s trade
chief Maro§ SefEovi¢ visit-
ing New Delhi last week for
talks with Commerce Mi-
nister Piyush Goyal.

“We are also negotiating
an agreement of exchange
of classified information
and deepening ties bet-
ween defence industry
[sic],” Ms. Kallas said, ad-
ding that there were hesita-
tions here among the Col-
lege of Commissioners
(comprised of Commis-
sioners from the 27 EU
countries).

With Russia escalating
its attacks on Ukraine in re-
cent weeks, the Europeans
are grappling with how to
navigate New Delhi’s close-
ness to Moscow.

“India’s participation in
Russia’s military exercises
and its purchase of Russian
oil stand in the way of clos-
er ties, because ultimately,
our partnership is not only
about trade, but also about
defending rules-based in-
ternational order,” Ms. Kal-

NEW STRATEGIC
~AU-INDIA AGP< DA

\

The European Commission’s High Representative for Foreign Affairs
Kaja Kallas and European Commissioner for Trade Maroé Seféovi¢ at
a press conference in Brussels, Belgium on Wednesday. REUTERS

las said.

“It is of utmost impor-
tance to the EU that any en-
ablement of the war be
curtailed,” the strategy
document says.

The negotiations with
New Delhi would address
these challenges with the
aim of adopting a joint
roadmap at the next EU-In-
dia summit in early 2026,
according to Ms. Kallas.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi said he was “de-
lighted” by the adoption of
the new strategic docu-
ment. “We remain com-
mitted to an early and

EU-India partnership set for upgrade

39-YRd ATEIeR! 3994 & o duR

peaceful resolution of the
Ukraine conflict,” he said,
reflecting on his phone call
on Wednesday with Euro-
pean Commission Presi-
dent Ursula von der Leyen.
India and the EU have
been seeking to bolster ties
in the face of increasing ge-
opolitical uncertainty and
challenges in their trade re-
lationships with the U.S.
Trade between India
and the EU has grown over
90% in the last decade, Mr.
Sefcovic said at Wednes-
day’s press conference, but
the two sides had just
“scratched the surface”,

according to the Commis-
sioner. Brussels and New
Delhi are hoping to con-
clude a trade deal by the
end of the year.

Mr. Seféovi¢ said he was
in frequent touch with Mr.
Goyal but wished that
there had been “more pro-
gress” on talks during his
visit to New Delhi last
week. He also said that In-
dian trade negotiators have
a reputation for being
“tough”.

Tariff barriers

On the question of agricul-
tural tariffs, Mr. Sefcovié
said that the issue was not
about numbers but rather
about whether what was
being offered was commer-
cially meaningful, after tak-
ing into account tariff and
non-tariff barriers. He cit-
ed India’s Qualitative Con-
trol Orders (QCOs) as an ex-
ample and said they were
something the EU should
consider in its negotia-
tions.

The 14" round of trade
talks is due to take place in
Brussels from October
6-10.

Quizzed specifically on
India’s participation in the
recent Zapad-2025 military
exercises led by Russia, Ms.
Kallas said she had spoken
to External Affairs Minister
S. Jaishankar on Tuesday.
She reiterated that exercis-
es with Russia and buying
oil were issues to the
relationship.

“The question is always
whether we leave this void
to be filled by somebody
else. So we try to fill it our-
selves,” she said in res-
ponse to the question on
cooperation with India.
She responded similarly,
when quizzed on India’s
apparent détente with
China.

The College of Commis-
sioners had agreed that the
EU should deepen ties with
India to “not really push
them into Russia’s corner”.

Ms. Kallas cited the prin-
ciple of ‘nothing is agreed
until everything is agreed’
several times, including
when asked about how the
trade talks would be im-
pacted if India did not take
on board the EUs con-
cerns regarding Russia.
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EU’s top diplomat Kaja Kallas releases strategic agenda on trade, technology, security,
defence and climate; however, India’s military exercises with Russia and its continued
purchase of Russian oil are seen in Brussels as potential obstacles to the deepening of the
relationship with New Delhi.

39 & M ISRT HTET FAN 7 AR, TH-P, JRET, T&T 3R Taarg R WIS
ToeT R Ra: BTeiifes, WIRE % 0 % WY T T IR T A A FReR @ 31
T 7 73 et & Ty Taeh &l exT e B Wuifad aneneit & U & 3@ e 5l

The European Union has set out a plan to upgrade its strategic ties with India, even as it
warned that India’s military exercises with Russia and its purchase of Russian oil are risks to
the growing strategic ties between Brussels and New Delhi.

TRINT T 7 YR & 1Y 30 WIS Arierst Bt 3Td HA $1 Do U S g, T &l
Adra & & [ URA & =1 & 1Y A= 3T SR 1 dd B1 TG e 3R 8 foeedt &
o9 9gd JMifae Teul & fou IR 81

The European Commission and the EU’s top diplomat Kaja Kallas released ‘A New
Strategic EU-India Agenda’ on Wednesday in Brussels, and urged the European
Parliament and Council (i.e., the heads of member states) to adopt it.

TR AT SR g 3t 2 ASTRIE BT ST I FUAR FI A | T g R R $7.
3fEar Toar oY fasan SR R WvIe auT Sefia @ vew <= & UHE) ¥ S oM
1 3E fhaT|

Ms. Kallas called India a “crucial” partner for the EU, as she outlined the strategy that
encompassed trade, technology, security, defence and climate.

ot FaTH 7 URA FI $Y & AU T “Hedqul” YRTGR T SR 39 UM &1 guiH far
for TR, da+ite, RET, Y& 3R Jaarg 2 g1

She was speaking at a televised press conference in Brussels on Wednesday.

I8 JUIR D! TAT 8 TS calfaor 9 I3h | aidt g o

The document declared that “the EU and India have the potential and determination to shape
one of the defining partnerships of the 21st century”.

Edrat H HIon i 7 fob 5 3R HIRa & 21f1 el G Heaquf WrEieTRal # H Ueb i
PR A BT AT 3R TG Yhed 5 1"

Brussels and New Delhi are in the midst of negotiating a free trade agreement (FTA), with
the EU’s trade chief Maros Seféovié visiting New Delhi last week for talks with Commerce
Minister Piyush Goyal.

TR 3R 3 faeelt U Hodd ATUR [HFNA (FTA) R SIadid dR 3% & | 39 & ATIR T
AR Ahaifae 1 o e 7 fewtt &1 <R7 far 3R arforea vt dgw viae & @y
EIGEIGEAI

“We are also negotiating an agreement of exchange of classified information and
deepening ties between defence industry [sic],” Ms. Kallas said, adding that there were
hesitations here among the College of Commissioners (composed of Commissioners from
the 27 EU countries).

T MU ST & SHTGH-UGH & T 3R &1 I & S Fa TR HeA IR
am%ﬂaaa—{fe'% * Gl ST A e 3R ST b §8 W praiet 3T wfived (27 g S
SR &1 9qg) ¥ feafdame 8|
With Russia escalating its attacks on Ukraine in recent weeks, the Europeans are grappling
with how to navigate New Delhi’s closeness to Moscow.

BTd & gl § = gRT gob+1 R gHE! &1 ggM & 1Y, GRIdRT =0 &1 98 a9 & § Hiers
B el § [ 1S Rt & Aiep! & 1y Aipe Jael I 9 fAuer sy

‘India’s participation in Russia’s military exercises and its purchase of Russian oil stand
in the way of closer ties, because ultimately, our partnership is not only about trade, but also
about defending rules-based international order,” Ms. Kallas said.

“URA BT & & =T 3ATHI A URT AT 3R T4 dd Bt @ig Hiat Jaelf & IR § M7 g,
Fiifes 3fd: TAR] WHIGR] Hae AR F IR H 81 8, Siewp FFRw-Smemia st srawi
®I e b IR § ot 8,7 ot Fem A el

“It is of utmost importance to the EU that any enablement of the war be curtailed,” the
strategy document says.
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YU Swardw o %81 7T, 59 & o I8 Siid Heaqul § i g &) e a9 areft faseht
i fafafe 1 Aept STQ 1

The negotiations with New Delhi would address these challenges with the aim of adopting a
joint roadmap at the next EU-India summit in earl 2026 accordlng to Ms. Kallas.

ot AT & 3R, 7S fewl & Wy qrafe 39 TafAa B, et deg 2026
ﬁwmﬁﬁﬁmﬁméqmwwmﬁwwﬁﬁqs{m%

Prime Minister Narendra Modi said he was “delighted” by the adoption of the new strategic
document.

YT g A 3 BT b 98 TU VIS SEay Y 3UAE S & “agd G Bl

“We remain committed to an early and peaceful resolution of the Ukraine conflict,” he said,
reflecting on his phone call on Wednesday with European Commission President Ursula
von der Leyen.

3511 BT, “BH LobT WY & Sy 3R wifdgul waTeE & e ufdeg ¥ 98 qUaR & gRida
TR BT e IYeT AT ST AT & A ID! B Pl TR IR AT

India and the EU have been seeking to bolster ties in the face of increasing geopolitical
uncertainty and challenges in their trade relationships with the U.S.

YR 3R 3G Feadl Yoo SRf3ear 3R smfeT & Ty 39¢ v el &
Al & o 3 Yaiel B Aolgd B B HIAY R Q¢

Trade between India and the EU has grown over 90% in the last decade, Mr. Seféovié
said at Wednesday’s press conference, but the two sides had just “scratched the surface”,
according to the Commissioner.

ft ABHIIF 3 FUAR D1 O BT J Bl [ URA 3R 37 & g AR USd gxrd o
O%Q?rarﬁww% AT FAR & SER, 1 vall 3 el had “Tag &1 gar g
Brussels and New Delhi are hoping to conclude a trade deal by the end of the year.
TA 3R 3 feet! 3 91 & 3fd 9P TP ATIR FHSAT IR HIA P SHIE HIE ¢ |

Mr. Seféovié said he was in frequent touch with Mr. Goyal but wished that there had been
“more progress” on talks during his visit to New Delhi last week.

3 Pel fo a8 oft Mad & I AR Judh A & afes Tgd & fr fUsa g a8
faweht B ST g S SR TIaEid | “3ifde Tt g

He also said that Indian trade negotiators have a reputation for being “tough”.

31 g8 Yl H81 {6 UREH IR ardieR] @ ugaH “oféT 81 & U 8|

Tariff barriers

e Y

On the question of agricultural tariffs, Mr. Seféovié said that the issue was not about
numbers but rather about whether what was being offered was commercially meaningful,
after taklng into account tariff and non-tariff barriers.

P P & TR, Nt ABHIAD 1 FHg1 6 I8 Jr densfi F IR T T g sfch AR B g
& (e 3R R-3[ew el B e 7 79 gU S IRIh 3 o1 e R 9% i wud
e g a1 T

He cited India’s Qualitative Control Orders (QCOs) as an example and said they were
something the EU should consider in its negotiations.

IB URA & PIferefea deld 3isd (QCOs) HT IaeRUl f3aT 3R Fgl i $g oY 3ot
gratefi ¥ 5% &9 § G afe

The 14th round of trade talks is due to take place in Brussels from October 6-10.

1491 SR IR ardf 6-10 FgaR &I FHeT U gH I 5 |

Quizzed specifically on India’s participation in the recent Zapad-2025 military exercises

led by Russia, Ms. Kallas said she had spoken to External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar
on Tuesday

9 GRT Ta1ferd gIferdr 9Ture-2025 A= 31 # YRA @1 HRflg™t R fagiy w0 3 g
M W, G FART A FH7T b 3T HaaR &) fadwr w:f vy, Savie I 9d o
She reiterated that exercises with Russia and buying oil were |ssues to the relationship.

3B CIERII o & & 1Y 1T 3R da Tl Waelt & forg 48 €
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“The question is always whether we leave this void to be filled by somebody else. So we try to

fill it ourselves,” she said in response to the question on cooperation with India.

YR & 1Y FganT

BN IR U T U & I J 3511 BT, “qdTel AR I8 Bidl ¢ b T gH 9

el S8 Y ot 3R & faTw Bis 3 B 1 SUR 89 39 g HRA B IR IR S 17
e She responded similarly, when quizzed on India’s apparent détente with China.
YRd & 9 P TTY WY e Faeh R I o1 R I 3T Re &1 a5 |

e The College of Commissioners had agreed that the EU should deepen ties with India to

“not really push them into Russia’s corner”.

Pra TP HIsRE 3 g SIdTs [ $g P HIRE & 1Y Hae TR dMeT dlfids 3¢ arad J

¥ & UTd A 7 Ybhar S|

o Ms. Kallas cited the principle of ‘nothing is agreed until everything is agreed’ several
times, including when asked about how the trade talks would be impacted if India did not
take on board the EU’s concerns regarding Russia.

Fft FaT A 3 IR ‘po W 99 96 Gguld

T8l 8 19 a% 99 $O HgHd | 7 8 & Risid

1 gara fean, o gg o =nfird o1 59 39 g1 T % 3G URd © 4 & ddY § §g B
feramsit @1 eom A T a1 Al AUR araf W ST 71 THE US|

INBRIEF

First batch of hilsa fish from

Bangladesh reaches India

The first consignment of Bangladeshi hilsa fish
has reached India from the neighbouring country
ahead of Durga Puja. Due to high demand during
the festive season, Bangladesh has approved the
export of 1,200 tonnes of hilsa, though there is a
ban on its export. “Ten trucks of 50 tonnes of
hilsa have come in through the Petrapole border
on Wednesday. We will dispatch them by 6 p.m.
in the evening. They will be available in Kolkata
and Howrah markets by Thursday morning,” Fish
Importers’ Association Secretary Syed Anwar
Magsood told The Hindu on Wednesday. The
export to India will be conducted between
September 16 and October 5 .

First batch of hilsa fish from
Bangladesh reaches India

FATSRT I feadT Aod! &1 Ugdl ©u
U gt

e The first consignment of Bangladeshi
hilsa fish has reached India from the
neighbouring country ahead of Durga Puja.

S goT 3 Ugd TSR oFT 3§ givaraeRit e
ATl B Uge WY WIRd Ugd TS B

e Due to high demand during the festive
season, Bangladesh has approved the export
of 1,200 tonnes of hilsa, though there is a
ban on its export.

IR HIoH & R S& |l & HRUT,
TIATGRT = 1,200 &1 feeran & forafa & dodt
& 2, graife 39 w frafa ufaey 31

e “Ten trucks of 50 tonnes of hilsa
came in through the Petrapole border on
Wednesday.
"50 T feaar ¥ 1R & ¢F YR P! UeTad
T 9 S Bl

o We will dispatch them by 6 p.m. in the
evening.
T $¢ XMW 6 991 d@ Ul 11|

e They will be available in Kolkata and
Howrah markets by Thursday morning,”
Fish Importers’ Association Secretary Syed
Anwar Maqgsood told The Hindu on
Wednesday.
frer suIcH Taife= & afte Sae sMaR
HHYG - YR Bl & fgg DI I, "d TFAR
g,g‘s' % BraTar 3N gTaST ARl & Iuasy

"

e The export to India will be conducted between September 16 and October 5.

YR &I 7 16 RidaR | 5 SragaR & o fovar s
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CAG developing
LLM for accurate
auditing, efficiency

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Y

CAG developing LLM for accurate

auditingLefficiency
Tl ST ok garar & forg

CAG LLM fasfa #3 I|1?

e The Comptroller and Auditor-
General (CAG) is developing a large
language model (LLM) to help auditors
access decades of institutional knowledge,
thereby improving efficiency and
consistency in audit analysis using the
system powered by artificial intelligence.

The Comptroller and Audi- N W& (CAG) TST I
mr-GeneEil (CAG) is deve- Afse (LLM) fasRid 9% @18 difds sifged
loping a large language ﬁmﬁ%mmw@ﬁm
model (LLM) to help audi- o b, fore o i & daford 59
tors access decades of in- YU T SUART Hch 3fifec [aRedwur # garar
stitutional knowledge, the- 3R HiTaar & gUR g

reby improving efficiency
and consistency in audit
analysis using the system

The Al system will help auditors

e The system’s first version is
expected to be ready by November

powered by artificial accessdecades of institutional B &1 I ¢

Intelligence. knowledge. e Previous inspection reports will be
The system’s first ver- used to train the model.

sion is expected to be rea- “The pilot studies of re- Iﬂ@ﬁ_ﬁ TRIfErd B & forg fawd fAteron

dy by November. mote audits in many audit fravet &1 SuanT fosar S|

Previous inspection re-
ports will be used to train
the model. The LLM will
strengthen  institutional
capabilities in analysing

domains have been con-
cluded, and they are now
being replicated across of-
fices. Remote audits in re-
ceipts audits are advancing

e The LLM will strengthen institutional
capabilities in analysing large datasets,
generating documents including inspection
reports, identifying patterns and risks with
more accuracy, and assisting auditors in
preparing comprehensive reports.

large datasets, generating faster due to higher auto- TATATY (LLM) 5 3T Ae T fAzaryor
documents, including in- mation, richer and stan- Wﬂ%ﬂ'mﬁaﬂﬂm ’
spection reports, identify- dardised data. Similarly, ?ﬁ?ﬂ&g@ﬁ =t afire TR P G?R e
ing patterns and risks with ~ PAG [Principal Accountant N AT 3 I8 Ial ﬁl.

more accuracy, and assist-  General] (Audit) Telanga- N bk i 8 lq—c‘ra

ing auditors in preparing
comprehensive  reports.
Digitisation process at the
Centre and States will soon

na’s remote compliance
audit of the Stamps and Re-
gistration Department de-
monstrates successful of-

o The digitisation process at the
Centre and States will soon facilitate remote
or hybrid audits of most government
agencies and departments.

facilitate remote or hybrid  fice-based scrutiny with Fz 3R wroa) A R s uftear siee &
audits of most government  real-time coordination,” iy TR TR 3R fAUTY & Rafte
agencies and departments.  the CAG’s release said. a1 ETERiE AT @) gem B

The transition is an-
chored in risk-based plan-
ning, secure access to go-
vernment platforms, and
the use of geospatial tools,
including PM GatiShakti, to
strengthen evidence and

The CAG has also deve-
loped the ‘Connect Portal’,
it will provide 10 lakh audi-
tee entities with a unified
digital interface, the site is
to be launched during the
Annual Conference of State

e The transition is anchored in risk-
based planning, secure access to
government platforms, and the use of
geospatial tools, including PM GatiShakti,
to strengthen evidence and consistency
across sectors, a release said.

g Jadd AIRIH-STUTRE T, TRBRI

consistency across sectors,  Finance Secretaries to be  wWcwiH q% QRidrd ugy, 3R dew wfy wfd 8
a release said. held on September 19. fgd HMifers SUHRON & ITINT W 3eTRd o
& fe faftr &t o wmear SiR werar &1 £
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ToTe o Sf Hob, Uep fagift & ot 7|

o “The pilot studies of remote audits in many audit domains have been concluded, and they
are now being replicated across offices.

F3 Sfffge et & ferlle siifeey & urade 3= @R 817U € 8iR oE I Hrafadl | any fasar
@8
e Remote audits in receipts audits are advancing faster due to higher automation, richer
and standardised data.

Riie siffeey & Rule siffeey siftre wareq, W9 iR AF@IPpd 3T & RO ol
TR R B B
e Similarly, PAG (Principal Accountant General) (Audit) Telangana’s remote compliance
audit of the Stamps and Registration Department demonstrates successful office-based
scrutiny with real-time coordination,” the CAG’s release said.

ERIIGR

fiRue TeTed e R (31TfSe) AT BT R 3R Usiie=ur fAHTT &7 RHe

IUTeA 3iffee Rad-eTsd TH=ag & IR FAiaa ATURT S & JHadl & R 8"
CAG o1 fagifaa & we1 T

e The CAG has also developed the ‘Connect Portal’, it will provide 10 lakh auditee entities
with a unified digital interface, the site is to be launched during the Annual Conference of
State Finance Secretaries to be held on September 19.

CAG A ao—llaauﬁz‘?r Wt fawfyd far 3, a8 10 @@ Sifedt HRmeif &1

eI UgH ST, 39 U3 1 19 fdar &) 81 ara 3y faa afal &
SR i febaT S|

feforea
JHaT &

Ahead of COP30, major emitters delay update
on climate goals; EU yet to finalise consensus

Jacob Koshy
COPENHAGEN

Ahead of the 30th edition
of the climate talks sche-
duled in Belem, Brazil, in
November, major emitters
appear to be dithering on
declaring updated climate
goals. Only 29 out of 195
countries have so far sub-
mitted their updated Na-
tionally Determined Con-
tributions (NDC). These
are voluntary targets, up-
dated every five years by
countries to regulate fossil
fuel emissions. So far, all
countries that are signato-
ry to the United Nations cli-
mate convention have sub-
mitted NDCs detailing
emission targets upto
2030.

The European Union, a
bloc of 27 member nations,
and historically the group
that has been a leader in
advocating that countries
undertake ambitious cuts
to fossil fuel production, is

Activists hold a march for climate justice, ahead of the COP30
summit to be hosted in Belem in Brazil. REUTERS

yet to evolve a consensus
among its member coun-
tries on what their NDCs
should be.

EU members are set to
vote this week on two cli-
mate agreements. One of
them is an internal, legally
binding commitment to re-
duce emissions by 90% by
2040, and be on the path
to carbon neutrality by
2050. The other is to agree
on a 2035 target, to time

with the NDC require-
ments of COP30 (30th Con-
ference of Parties).

The Hindu has learnt
from multiple sources fa-
miliar with the EU’s cli-
mate negotiations that
there was “disagreement”
among its member coun-
tries that were yet to be
ironed out, with some ma-
jor EU member countries,
including France and Ger-
many, preferring that a

vote on the matter be post-
poned.

They indicated, howev-
er, that the EU would an-
nounce its updated NDC
before COP30 commences
on November 10.

Andre Lago, COP Presi-
dent and veteran Brazilian
diplomat, said that this
would be an “implementa-
tion” COP rather than
stressing on a headline-
grabbing cover text to sig-
nal forward movement on
ambition. New coalitions
on a leadership role ap-
pear to be forming.

While the U.S’s Demo-
cratic Party-led administra-
tions have historically
been an ally to the Euro-
pean Union’s climate goals,
the changed political cli-
mate in the U.S. has seen
the EU look elsewhere for
support.

This July, the EU and
China released a joint
statement on climate that
the Paris Agreement was

the “cornerstone of inter-
national climate coopera-
tion”, and that they were
“committed to... submit-
ting before COP30 their
respective 2035 NDCs co-
vering all economic sectors
and all greenhouse gases
and in alignment with the

long-term  temperature
goal of the Paris
Agreement”.

The 2015 Paris Agree-
ment, which 195 countries
have ratified, requires
countries to submit updat-
ed NDCs every five years to
show the steps undertaken
by them to keep average
temperatures from rising,
“as far as possible”, above
1.5 degree Celsius by the
end of the century, and
certainly below 2 degree
Celsius. Countries were to
submit their NDCs in Fe-
bruary but have an official
deadline of September 30.

India is yet to declare its
updated NDC though it has
said it is working on it.
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Ahead of COP30, major emitters delay update on climate goals; EU yet to
finalise consensus

COP30 & Uga, W Iuid Jadrg a&d] & uee 3 3w e §; Sy anf
Tgufd W gl ugan @
¢ Ahead of the 30th edition of the climate talks scheduled in Belem, Brazil, in November,
major emitters appear to be dithering on declaring updated climate goals.

JaeR | da, greita | FyiRd sraarg arate & 30d HEhRT 9§ Ugd, TE SToid ST
ma@aﬁﬁwﬁm@ﬁ@ﬁ%@%

e Only 29 out of 195 countries have so far submitted their updated Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDC).
f;g’gw 195 =M # | Paw 29 M 7 U7 3RIA I FR WX Fuffa aRer (NDe) wRad

I

o These are voluntary targets, updated every five years by countries to regulate fossil fuel
emissions.
3 WfD® @8 g, B ¥ Ui I1el & T IR SHard $4 Iosi— & [Fufid $33 & forg
3TST FA ¢ |

e So far, all countries that are signatory to the United Nations climate convention have
submitted NDCs detailing emission targets upto 2030.
3fdl T, HT ST S WY MY STAATg TR D GXINERDA 5, 3611 2030 TP b IS
weal &1 faavur 3d gUNDCs TRdd fHu Bl

e The European Union (EU), a bloc of 27 member nations, and historically the group that has
been a leader in advocating that countries undertake ambitious cuts to fossil fuel
production, is yet to evolve a consensus among its member countries on what their NDCs
should be.
R TG (EU), S 27 T 301 &1 WG § 3R UGG =0 3 SHard o Saure-T &
HeaIdiel Bl B! aamrerd B § 3o X1 8, ol ad oo Jew <Xl & o 39 IR weHfa
g1 &1 U § f 3% NDCs 1 814 ATfgu |

e EU members are set to vote this week on two climate agreements.
EU Wsﬂma‘rmmwmﬁW%

¢ One of them is an internal, legally binding commitment to reduce emissions by 90% by
2040, and be on the path to carbon neutrality by 2050.
T TP AR, FY I TSR ufoasd 5, foH 2040 TF 90% It A
Heldl 3R 2050 dF TCRIGT YT - &7 484 g |

e The other is to agree on a 2035 target, to meet the NDC requirements of COP30 (30th
Conference of Parties).
GIRT 2035 P &I TR TgHd 811 & T4 &, 1fds COP 30 (30aT U& &1 Twa@) B! NDC
SATIIDATSA & 3 8l qb |

e The Hindu has learnt from multiple sources familiar with the EU’s climate negotiations that
there was “disagreement” among its member countries that were yet to be ironed out, with
some major EU member countries, including France and Germany, preferring that a vote
on the matter be postponed.
T fég A &< Fidi @ e @ S EU B Sidarg ardisit @ ok € b 59 Jewg 3 & e onht
o} «srrgafa 7, forad v 3R w1 9fed o U@ EU Wew 331 3 39 AHd IR Haa
B IR B3 B! Tfiihar it 71

e They indicated, however, that the EU would announce its updated NDC before COP30
commences on November 10.

gIdifds, 3811 Habd T fos EU S 3fIa=T NDC &1 99T 10 HdaR Dl COP30 X 54 I
U8 R

¢ Andre Lago, COP President and veteran Brazilian diplomat, said that this would be an
“implementation COP” rather than stressing on a headline-grabbing cover text to signal
forward movement on ambition.

3Ii AT, COP e IR INY FENRMTE IeHR®, 3 F81 f% 98 e “Fraf-aad CoP”
BN, 7 % Headhia TR 3 §g- &7 Havd o & foTY YRATT IERA a1 HaR Te TR SR &
e
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New coalitions on a Ieaplership role appear to pe forming.
T2 A9 YRIPT W TSa8_ 990 gL U 81 R & |
While the U.S.’s Democratic Party-led administrations have historically been an ally to the

European Union’s climate goals, the changed political climate in the U.S. has seen the
EU look elsewhere for support.

et 3rAf®T Bt SHPhfe® urdf Aqa arelt yRIf+® sl UagiRie U 9 R 99 &
SIeraTg el &1 Tganh Y61 €, del SARET H 9ga gU ISHIfa® "I & HRUT EU & I
¥ U 3 S UsT B

This July, the EU and China released a joint statement on climate that the Paris
Agreement was the “cornerstone of international climate cooperation”, and that they
were “committed to... submitting before COP30 their respective 2035 NDCs covering all
economic sectors and all greenhouse gases and in alignment with the long-term
temperature goal of the Paris Agreement”.

U q@rs ¥, EU 3R 914 3 o9 R & Sgad 99 SR} a1 fos afee wwghar “ i

AR HEURT &1 STURRIE” 8, 3R 3 “COP30 | Ugd 3U=-3U 2035 NDC WRgd HIA b

forg ufters 8, <t @it o gt ok it Fireraw il &) Fav ¥ iR R awgia &
ATTH G&d & g i |

The 2015 Paris Agreement, which 195 countries have ratified, requires countries to submit

updated NDCs every five years to show the steps undertaken by them to keep average

temperatures from rising, “as far as possible”, above 1.5 degree Celsius by the end of the
century, and certainly below 2 degree Celsius.

2015 &1 IR , oY 195 3= A srgifed fvan 8, 331 9 U8 sden ovar € fs 3 gy Ui
T # 3EIa NDCs WRdd 39, o I8 faman o 9o for 31 SN arqar &1 941 & sfd
I 1.5 f3 AR T 31fde T¢7 ¥ “GURIHT” A 3R [ Tu J 2 i3 af_kma a
417 T & oI 1 Her IoW R |

Countries were to submit their NDCs in February but have an official deadline of
September 30.

321 Y 3T NDCs WRast B TRd d3 &, Afdh 3t snfirative v it 30 Ridsr |
India is yet to declare its updated NDC though it has said it is working on it.
mn%a%s{mﬁaw&wawNncﬁﬁaqﬁfm%mwﬁméﬁsa@wwwm
tEE
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Top court seeks CBI probe

into tiger poaching ring

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday asked the Un-
ion government, Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI), and State of Maha-
rashtra to explain the pre-
sence of a well-organised,
transnational  poaching
syndicate threatening the
survival of India’s tigers in
their own heartlands of
Maharashtra and Madhya
Pradesh.

A Bench of Chief Justice
of India B.R. Gavai took se-
rious note of a writ petition
filed by petitioner-advo-
cate Gaurav Kumar Bansal
who highlighted the report
of a Special Investigation
Team (SIT) constituted by
the Maharashtra govern-
ment which has unearthed
the existence of a well-
oiled network of tiger
poachers and international
traffickers in the big cat’s
body parts and wildlife tro-

The petition referred
to media reports of
poaching gangs in
central India catering
to a clientele in the
Southeast Asia region

phies in violation of the
Wildlife (Protection) Act,
1972.

India is home to more
than 70% of the world’s
wild tiger population. Both
Maharashtra and Madhya
Pradesh host some of the
most critical tiger reserves
and corridors. The court
has also issued formal not-
ice to the National Tiger
Conservation Authority.

The petition referred to
media reports of poaching
gangs in central India ca-
tering to clientele in South-
east Asian countries, in-
cluding Myanmar, and
providing illegal products
such as ‘bone glue’ made
by pressure-cooking tiger

Top court seeks CBI probe into tiger poaching ring

N srererd A aral & R R AR Bt cBI S &1 |7 &1

e The Supreme Court on Wednesday asked the Union government, Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI), and State of Maharashtra to explain the presence of a well-organised,
transnational poaching syndicate threatening the survival of India’s tigers in their own
heartlands of Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh.

U B gt

R Rifsee ot

a3 H HRd & 919l & 3fKId DI TR | ST/ 2

bones and prized in South-
east Asia as a traditional re-
medy. Mr. Bansal has
sought a CBI investigation
into the inter-State menace
of poaching.

“The case reveals a mas-
sive financial trail involving
hawala operations and
cross-border smuggling,
thereby raising issues not
only of environmental con-
cern but also of national se-
curity and international
obligations. By its very na-
ture, the case goes beyond
the jurisdiction of any sin-
gle State or forest depart-
ment and calls for the in-
volvement of investigative

agencies,” the petition
submitted.
The Wildlife Crime Con-

trol Bureau, a Central go-
vernment agency, had is-
sued a “red alert” in
February to field directors
of tiger reserves across the
country, urging them to in-
tensify patrolling to stop
poaching of big cats.

BIC 1 Fg PR, S5 0T I (CBI) 3R AFRTY I7 I T W14,
HiGGT TR TSTHRN AR T, S HERTY 3R AL YSM & 30
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A Bench of Chief Justice of India B.R. Gavai took serious note of a writ petition filed by
petitioner-advocate Gaurav Kumar Bansal who highlighted the report of a Special
Investigation Team (SIT) constituted by the Maharashtra government which has unearthed
the existence of a well-oiled network of tiger poachers and international traffickers in the
big cat’s body parts and wildlife trophies in violation of the Wildlife (Protection) Act,
1972.

HRd & @7 rardfier dt.oR. 19 &1 dte 3 aifreredl-vedide v $UR §9 gRT-
IR T e anfet W ivikar @ 99 forn, fored 311 HERTY WR&R gR1 13d iy s

&9 (SIT) 31 RUIE &I ISR foran1 59 Rule & ara ReR SR Sy aws’i & T Widd
g BT G AT §, S a=aeiig (FR&on) I, 1972 &1 Icca- Hrd gU aTel & 3iif
3R g=eilg ¢iftbal &1 IR IR 3G & |

India is home to more than 70% of the world’s wild tiger population.

YR ¥ gferar & SiTrelt a1 Srard} &1 70% | 3iftre Rarg wrar g

Both Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh host some of the most critical tiger reserves and
corridors.

HERTY 3R 7eH UG § $© Jo¥ Wyl a1 HHIRYY 3R TR R &

The court has also issued formal notice to the National Tiger Conservation Authority
(NTCA).

3feTeld - ISR ST WR&OT UIRIGRT (NTCA) &1 +ff sfuanies Aifew okt fsan g1

The petition referred to media reports of poaching gangs in central India catering to
clientele in Southeast Asian countries, including Myanmar, and providing illegal products
such as ‘bone glue’ made by pressure-cooking tiger bones and prized in Southeast Asia
as a traditional remedy.

T # Aeg HIRd § Ifchd R Rt 31 fifsar Ruida &1 S fosar man, St =iar
Tfed aftror-gd TRraTs 37 & Ted! ) Y ITE U B 2, o b 9Ty 3 g
WRR-FIHT IR F15 o arel! ‘A o, o g féror-qd ufrn & v yRufve shufyr & w0 &
HedH {1 ST g |

Mr. Bansal has sought a CBI investigation into the inter-State menace of poaching.

oft e 7 RIPR $t sieRiwdia Tun o1 cBI &g &1 A &1 3

“The case reveals a massive financial trail involving hawala operations and cross-border

smuggling, thereby raising issues not only of environmental concern but also of national
security and international obligations.

O | ATl TR 3R WHI-UR a3t 9 o ds foxfta a9-39 &1 e gan g,
oY 1 Sael yataver Hath fiar sfcws Ik GRam iR iRy gl 3 93 4g +f I3
%:Ill
By its very nature, the case goes beyond the jurisdiction of any single State or forest
department and calls for the involvement of investigative agencies,” the %etltlon submitted.

"3 WY H, Tg HIHET fohdl T 36T T a1 fIHRT & SUfUepR 87 4 W § iR 597 "
ARG #1 iR sraxge &, aifeT § wer Tl

The Wildlife Crime Control Bureau, a Central government agency, had issued a “red
alert” in February to field directors of tiger reserves across the country, urging them to
intensify patrolling to stop poaching of big cats.

TG SRTY FRE0T R, ST s TRPR DI Toiw! 8, 7 BRas § SR & q1° HIRTY
asrﬁ%szmmﬁaﬁisamé R fopa ok 9 fafeeral & RreR &1 AwA & o T=d ge™ &1
3T fapam|
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Crosstalk: waning immunity against
Japanese encephalitis worsens dengue

The Japanese encephalitis virus and dengue virus belong to the same genus; previous research had hinted at interactions between JEV immunity

and dengue outcomes; to understand more, a new study examined three large dengue outbreaks in Dharan, Nepal, between 2019 and 2023

pun SO

Vipin M. Vashishtha

osquito-borne diseases such

as dengue fever are an

increasing threat to global

health. Rapid urbanisation
and climate change have created ideal
conditions for mosquitoes to breed —
while expanding global travel has
accelerated the spread of these infections
to new regions and populations.

A new study published last week has
now added an unexpected twist to this
story. Researchers have found that
waning immunity against infections of the
Japanese encephalitis virus (JEV) can
predispose individuals to more severe
dengue. The finding highlights the
complex interplay between related
viruses and suggests a potential strategy
to beat severe dengue through timely
booster doses of the JE vaccine.

Both Japanese encephalitis virus and
dengue virus belong to the same
genus, Orthoflavivirus. Previous research
had hinted at interactions between JEV
immunity and dengue outcomes. To
understand more, the present study,
involving researchers from Singapore,
Nepal, and the U.S., examined three large
dengue outbreaks in Dharan in Nepal
between 2019 and 2023.

Nepal provided a unique setting: the
country has high population immunity
against JE due to a successful vaccination
programme launched in 2006 — yet until
recently, it had very limited exposure to
dengue. This made it possible to study
how JEV immunity alone might influence
dengue outcomes. Prior exposure to
dengue itself is known to increase the risk
of severe disease through
antibody-dependent enhancement:
where antibodies from a first infection
facilitate viral entry during subsequent
infections.

But in Nepal’s largely dengue-naive
population, the impact of JEV immunity
could be specifically isolated.

}— Striking results
For the study, the research team recruited
dengue patients aged 15 to 65 years early
in their illness, i.e. within three days of
fever onset, confirmed by rapid
diagnostic tests (NS1 or DENV IgM). The
study spanned five years and included
three major dengue outbreaks, in 2019,
2022, and 2023. In total, 546 patients
were enrolled and their blood samples
were tested for viral serotypes, immune
markers, and a biomarker called
chymase. Chymase is an enzyme released
by mast cells during inflammation, and it
has been consistently validated in earlier
studies as a marker of severe dengue. Its
levels have been found to be elevated
during both the acute and defervescence
phases of the illness.

The findings, published in Science
Translational Medicine on September 3,
were striking.

Approximately 61% of patients had
pre-existing antibodies that neutralised
JEV, reflecting Nepal’s relatively high level
of immunity against JEV. Individuals with
confirmed JEV immunity showed
significantly higher concentrations of
chymase compared to JEV-naive patients.

Further analysis revealed that this
effect was primarily associated with
mid-range — not too low, not too high —
anti-JEV antibody titres of 1:160. Patients
with these titres had significantly higher

virus. €DC, NIAID

chymase levels compared to those with
titres of 1:10 or 1:40. Notably, this
correlation was not observed when
anti-JEV ELISA titres were used, possibly
reflecting cross-reactivity between
DENV-specific antibodies and JEV in
ELISA-based assays.

The association between mid-range JEV
neutralising antibody titres and severe
dengue was also reflected in clinical
outcomes. The fraction of patients
diagnosed with either dengue fever with
warning signs or severe dengue,
according to the WHO classification, was
significantly higher among those with
titres of 1:160 compared to patients
without JEV immunity.

These individuals had a 3x higher risk
of developing dengue fever with warning
signs. Importantly, most participants
were experiencing primary dengue
infections, with only 7-10% showing
evidence of prior exposure.

These findings isolated the role of JEV
immunity in shaping disease outcomes.
Even after excluding cases of secondary
dengue, the results remained unchanged,
strongly supporting the conclusion that
JEV immunity alone is sufficient to
modulate dengue severity, independent
of prior DENV exposure.

Echoes from other flaviviruses

These findings echo earlier observations
in studies of Zika and dengue viruses,
where moderate antibody levels
sometimes enhanced the viral infection of
immune cells and worsened disease —
while very high titres were protective.
This is to say, as antibody levels wane
over time, populations may enter a
vulnerable “middle zone” in which

Rising temperatures and
extended monsoons have caused

the epidemiology of dengue fever
to change rapidly, with
increasingly larger outbreaks in

areas where there used to be

only sporadic cases. Such regions
include India, which is also facing
similar levels of climate change

immunity is insufficient to protect but
strong enough to enhance disease.

The implications are significant for
Asia, where JEV vaccination is common
and dengue is spreading, and for the
complex and connected nature of public
health in a globalised world.

Specifically, the study showed that
rising temperature and extended
monsoons have caused the epidemiology
of dengue fever to change rapidly, with
increasingly bigger outbreaks in areas
where there used to be only sporadic
cases. Such regions include India, which
is also facing similar kinds and levels of
climate change. Thus, the authors
suggest, the country needs to be ready
with appropriate strategies to deal with
the new challenges that will sprout as a
result.

Second, while the study clearly showed
that moderate titres of neutralising
antibodies against JEV can worsen
outcomes with dengue fever, it does not
undermine the importance of JE
vaccination per se. Such vaccination has
successfully lowered the incidence of JE in
the population.

The findings of previous studies have
shown that the titres of neutralising

An Aedes mosquito and a colourised transmission electron micrograph of dengue virus particles (yellow). Aedes mosquitoes are known to transmit the dengue

antibodies against JEV wane after a few
years of vaccination. After five years, for
example, only around 63% of vaccinated
individuals still have neutralising
antibodies against JEV. Thus, the new
study strongly suggests the need for
suitably timed JE vaccine boosters, which
could serve the dual purpose of
maintaining durable immunity against JE
for longer periods and protecting the
population against the risk of dengue
fever with warning signs and severe
dengue (due to waning titres of anti-JEV
antibodies).

Third, the study reinforces the
importance of chymase as a biomarker of
dengue fever with warning signs and
severe dengue, making it a convenient
tool for physicians handling the uncertain
trajectories of dengue fever.

Viruses respect no borders. The new
study provides critical insights into how
waning immunity against one flavivirus
can worsen outcomes of another.
Strategically timed JE boosters could be a
valuable tool not just in sustaining
protection against encephalitis but also in
mitigating the severity of dengue — a
disease whose burden is rising sharply
across Asia.

Such remarkable work ultimately
underscores the importance of
integrated, forward-looking approaches in
infectious disease control, with insights
that could save countless lives.

(Puneet Kumar is a clinician, Kumar
Child Clinic, New Delhi.
kumarchildclinic@gmail.com

Vipin M. Vashishtha is director and
paediatrician, Mangla Hospital and
Research Center, Bijnor.
vipinipsita@gmail.com )
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Crosstalk: waning immunity against Japanese encephalitis worsens dengue

PIgciP: STUH! SAbarsed & fAare gedt ufare S o1 3R WIE Hdl 8

The Japanese encephalitis virus and dengue virus belong to the same genus; previous
research had hinted at interactions between JEV immunity and dengue outcomes; to
understand more, a new study examined three large dengue outbreaks in Dharan, Nepal,
between 2019 and 2023.

WAt SAB s T Ry 3R 3T aRRY US &1 97 (genus) ¥ Tafd §; Ud My & JEV
wfare 3R 3T ufkomat & ol IR YT (interactions) &1 Tavd T T AT, Sifies 0
% fAIQ, U U 310 7 2019 3R 2023 & 1 AUTA & Wﬁ?ﬂqa@,@wﬁu‘rﬁmw

Mosquito-borne dlseases and dengue study

TS5 S T 3R S Srema

Mosquito-borne diseases such as dengue fever are an increasing threat to global health.
TSR SIf-d T ol ST TR dfYd W & Y Sgd1 g Taxi ¢ |

Rapid urbanisation and climate change have created ideal conditions for mosquitoes to
breed — while expanding global travel has accelerated the spread of these infections to
new regions and populations.

A EIHRON 3R Tearyg Ufae 3 T & Uoi o forg et aRkfufar 18 § — wiafes
meﬁwwsquﬁaﬁwﬁeﬁvwwﬁmﬁﬁéﬁﬁm%

A new study published last week has now added an unexpected twist to this story.

S Twre UHIRIG Th U 3eg 3 39 HeM H Ui 4 Sis o 71

Researchers have found that waning immunity against infections of the Japanese
encephalitis virus (JEV) can predispose individuals to more severe dengue.

SMecpatal = g for STa SRBarsied araRd (JEV) YhHUT o RIATE ged g UiaRem
afaal &l TR ST SR ot Tl B

The finding highlights the complex interplay between related viruses and suggests a potential
strategy to beat severe dengue through timely booster doses of the JE vaccine.

g Wiol Yaerd IRl & did Jfed RTINS YaY Bl JAMR Bl 8 3R THR ST H evA o
T U el § — AT G TR JE dRIT B X GIF |

Background of the study
g DI

Both Japanese encephalitis virus and dengue virus belong to the same genus,
Orthoflavivirus.

AP Arsfed arRY 3R ST ARy H! Uh gt 931, SfTrefaaraRy I Jafda g
Previous research had hinted at interactions between JEV immunity and dengue outcomes.
a2y = JEV ufere 3R ST ufeumdl & g ddy o 3R Tdd foar T
To understand more, the present study, involving researchers from Singapore, Nepal, and
the U.S., examined three large dengue outbreaks in Dharan in Nepal between 2019 and
2023.
3R 1fF THEH & for, adam sreags o REmqR, Aurer iR emif¥eT & Mudmateft 3w form
3R 2019 T 2023 & S AUTA & ¢RI A <fF 99 STLUBIU! T 3feagH fasan|

Nepal provided a unique setting: the country has high population immunity against JE due
to a successful vaccination programme launched in 2006 — yet until recently, it had very
limited exposure to dengue.

T A U 331 URE=T UaH fohan: G/ & 2006 W IRE BT T A SBTHI0 SRIGH &
HRUN JE F e 3= S-Rien ufavedt § — fd 81d 8 d& g8t 37 &7 9gd Tifid Juds
|
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e This made it possible to study how JEV immunity alone might influence dengue outcomes.

T I8 ST AT THT &1 fean o raa JEV ufared S % aRomdl &1 3 guifad ax
T g

e Prior exposure to dengue itself is known to increase the risk of severe disease through
antibody-dependent enhancement (ADE).

ST & gd Tud 3l utarst-FnlR dad (ADE) & Tremm @ iR SR & ST &1 96 aren
A1 ST 8

o Butin Nepal's largely dengue-naive population, the impact of JEV immunity could be
specifically isolated.

QAfe AT B HYFHR ST-Aafufar s-Rie &, JEV UfaRe & THd & o=y &9 9 oerT
o ST e ATl

Striking results

o For the study, the research team recruited dengue patients aged 15 to 65 years early in their
illness, i.e. within three days of fever onset, confirmed by rapid diagnostic tests (NS1 or
DENV IgM).

ST o T, MY TA A 15 T 65 TW DI 3T I ST BTSB! SR B BT H &,
I §ER IR= 81 & i feAl & fiar, @Ra Acife wierr (Ns1 a1 DENV IgM) T g8 &
q1E Wit fama|

e The study spanned five years and included three major dengue outbreaks, in 2019, 2022,
and 2023.

3T Ui au] dop T 3R STH 2019, 2022 3R 2023 & 9 9 ST UHIT AW T

¢ In total, 546 patients were enrolled and their blood samples were tested for viral serotypes,
immune markers, and a biomarker called cl%;nase.

S AR 546 AR o1 AT foam T 3R I Yad FHT BT K10 IRRE HRTersy,
SR HTHR 3R ATSHS (chymase) TS STATHATHR & g fasar |

o Chymase is an enzyme released by mast cells during inflammation, and it has been
consistently validated in earlier studies as a marker of severe dengue.

ATSHS U U § S AR HIRABIS GRT IS P SR SIST STl & 3R 38 U8 P 37eqg=i
H 7i9fR 3 F TR F T H IR T et B

¢ Its levels have been found to be elevated during both the acute and defervescence phases
of the illness.

IS TR AR & e 3R radre TR G H §¢ T U T B |

Key Findings
HST

The findings, published in Science Translational Medicine on September 3, were striking.
3 frsoef 3 RydeR &1 A1Ew giraRFa AfSRM & UeiRid gu oik diem ard 3|
e Approximately 61% of patients had pre-existing antibodies that neutralised JEV, reflecting
Nepal’s relatively high level of immunity.
T 61% AR | JEV DI FSpg o arelt ga-fagmme tetaral off, St Aura &t sidendpd
I UfoReN Y e 7
¢ Individuals with confirmed JEV immunity showed significantly higher concentrations of
chymase compared to JEV-naive patients.
JEV URIREN a1 safedl § JEV-TafiifRaar ARa) &) qorm & drsde $1 3= Figdl U TS|
e This effect was primarily associated with mid-range anti-JEV antibody titres of 1:160.
g YU T ¥U ¥ 1:160 & eA-4oft TE-JEV TSt erged ¥ ST ol
o Patients with these titres had significantly higher chymase levels compared to those with
titres of 1:10 or 1:40.
g erged ara A 7 1:10 AT 1:40 2rged ard A Bt a1 H IS TR ST 31fF I
¢ Notably, this correlation was not observed when anti-JEV ELISA titres were used, possibly
due to cross-reactivity with DENV-specific antibodies.
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IRy =0 W, g8 Y 79 8! <71 T 9T Ul-JEV ELISA 2Tged &1 IuTnT fooan T, Jyad:
DENV-fafRTy T&iarst & wry wra-Refeefadt & aru

o The association between mid-range JEV antibody titres and severe dengue was also
reflected in clinical outcomes.
ag-gult JEV TeaTel erged SR iR 3 & o &1 Jay feafea ufvomay & +ff @ m

e The fraction of patients diagnosed with dengue fever with warning signs or severe dengue
(WHO classification) was significantly higher among those with titres of 1:160 compared to
patients without JEV immunity.
TddTa-t Fbdl &A1Y ST FER 1 TR ST (WHO affenon ¥ difea At &1 Srard 1:160
eTged ard A § 39 A 1 o1 & Bt S1fdres o1 ford JEV ufaRen et ot

e These individuals had a 3x higher risk of developing dengue fever with warning signs.
3 HAfaqdl | a1 Yobd! & 1Y ST JUR 9w Rid g &1 3 AT Siftre Sifaw o1l

e Importantly, most participants were experiencing primary dengue infections, with only 7-
10% showing evidence of prior exposure.

He@qUl ©U &, SRS Gfauh ryfires ST HhHT 61 3 Hd IR @ 3, e bad 7-10% &
gd due & 1&g A |

e Even after excluding cases of secondary dengue, the results remained unchanged, strongly
supporting the conclusion that JEV immunity alone is sufficient to modulate dengue
severity, independent of prior DENV exposure.

Tgi @ o fgdiae ST & Al &1 J18R & o a1 o uikomd sraRafdd IR, S 39 e @1
£¢ I I § [ Hadt JEV UferRed g1 ST & fiRe &1 Fafd w=a & fow v &, v 8t
gd DENV TUe 7 gl

Echoes from other flaviviruses
3 FAfdaraRy |

www.patrioticias.in

e These findings echo earlier observations in studies of Zika and dengue viruses, where
moderate antibody levels sometimes enhanced the viral infection of immune cells and
worsened disease — while very high titres were protective.

3 frep ST 3R ST aRRY & 3Tl # Ugd faht 7T Siadies! o1 ufdeaf §, oref geaw
TR B! TAare! Hl-t ufaren HIRweT & arRd Jhau &1 Fer of 3R fuR) & fams
gt Off — Safe 9gd 3o eTge™ WRef U axd Y|

e This is to say, as antibody levels wane over time, populations may enter a vulnerable
“middle zone” in which immunity is insufficient to protect but strong enough to enhance
disease.

ST TAdd ¢ [ T & 1Y I Tlaral TR ed ¢, af S ue Us Ydea=id “aeg g 1
?WM%W%%&%%WW%%WW@W%WW%
I

e The implications are significant for Asia, where JEV vaccination is common and dengue is
spreading, and for the complex and connected nature of public health in a globalised world.
9o fAfgard uRkran & faw mgayyf §, Si8T JEV Stabtavur 3 g 3R ST %d @1 8, 3R T
Ffievur it gfar & e g @1 Jfed ok RER I8t uhfa & fo oft

e Specifically, the study showed that rising temperature and extended monsoons have
caused the epidemiology of dengue fever to change rapidly, with increasingly bigger
outbreaks in areas where there used to be only sporadic cases.

Ry = B, srerge A i i 9gd arawTe iR @ 7Y A 37 g8R & AR faq &
o & e o 2, Foret 3 &1 9 W 81 <R et Usl et ey AT 5o 3w A

e Such regions include India, which is also facing similar kinds and levels of climate change.
A & B YR I 8, O G THR IR TR P STearg arad= &1 G o3 38T 2

e Thus, the authors suggest, the country needs to be ready with appropriate strategies to deal
with the new challenges that will sprout as a result.
31T, AGd Gd <d § b 221 1 URUIMRGR=T I 81 drelt 1S g @ Rued & g
SUYe Ul & Ty dUR g1 AT
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JE vaccination and immunity

JE Spropur 3R uferan

Second, while the study clearly showed that moderate titres of neutralising antibodies
against JEV can worsen outcomes with dengue fever, it does not undermine the importance
of JE vaccination per se.

IR, Fadh 3T = WF =0 Y foarn {6 JEV & RIae awy ®R & <geargfoi géiarst
eTged ST UR & URUMH! &I ffTe Tehd €, I8 W4 B JE EBTHN & Hed Bl HH gl
CRGIN

Such vaccination has successfully lowered the incidence of JE in the population.

T ABTHRUN 7 TS 7 JE & ge13i ! qharargded & o a1 2|

The findings of previous studies have shown that the titres of neutralising antibodies against
JEV wane after a few years of vaccination.

frea sremaAt & st A fewmn § & JEV & faams gearsioi wheret eged e &
$O qul 9I¢ g A § 1

After five years, for example, only around 63% of vaccinated individuals still have
neutralising antibodies against JEV.

SETERYI & foT, Uie 6Ie o1G Had THTHTT 63% ElepTepal aferral | gl JEV o faamh
TSI TSt B €

Thus, the new study strongly suggests the need for suitably timed JE vaccine boosters,
which could serve the dual purpose of maintaining durable immunity against JE for longer
periods and protecting the population against the risk of dengue fever with waming signs and
severe dengue.

U USR, 41 309 IR T TR JE IR e 31 ATl HI Tl I Y3d &dl 5, il
T JHY 9 JE & FRaan W ufaren §918 3@ SR Adta-t Gl & I ST FER 3R THR

S & SR V SRS BI & B BT SIexT IL20 T IR Fhdl 8

Chymase as biomarker

FEUH

Third, the study reinforces the importance of chymase as a biomarker of dengue fever with
warning signs and severe dengue, making it a convenient tool for physicians handling the
uncertain trajectories of dengue fever.

JIRRT, 31T ATSAS & Hew ! Aol HRdl &, Sl AdIa- Yobd! & AR ST FER SR THR 3
o1 ISR 8, TR T8 37 R &1 MfAfEa wifa @ Fues ot Rifrcrs! & fow we
AT SUBRUT a4 Il g |

Global significance

afy® 7@

Viruses respect no borders. The new study provides critical insights into how waning
immunity against one flavivirus can worsen outcomes of another.

IRRY Y137t 1 T el HRA | TAT 30T 39 W Hgayul =P UeH axal g & uh
TRy & RIdTd Ted! ufaRe o8 gaR & URUTH! & foiTe Tavd g

Strategically timed JE boosters could be a valuable tool not just in sustaining protection
against encephalitis but also in mitigating the severity of dengue — a disease whose burden
is rising sharply across Asia.

Ui ¥ ¥ 09 W QU U JE §Fex 7 Had Tamhargied & RIah YR&T §91E 3@ 4
Sfees T BT TRAT B HH A T f Th Jeaa™ IUBRYT 81 Wb & — T8 U U AARI §
fSrgeT @191 R el # oot @ sg @R

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page6O


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

GRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
UTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

e Such remarkable work ultimately underscores the importance of integrated, forward-looking
approaches in infectious disease control, with insights that could save countless lives.

ST 3fd: ThTHS I =01 & Taitepa iR graif effaion & g &I
Gifdhd BRa1 g, el Sidel® emfd S &1 god! 1

1€ INOVE

-

These materials can even;‘cloak’ objects
such that they don’t emit or reflect any
sound. What are such advanced materials
called? Hint: Their name nieans
“subsequent to” or “after” i:naterials.
Answers to September 1§ quiz:

1. Material dropped into Hurricane
Esther’s eyewall - Ans: Silver iodide

2. Process that silver iodide induces in
clouds - Ans: Heterogenous nucleation
3. Country that objected to cloud-seeding
typhoons - Ans: China

4. Hurricane whose properties rejected
Project Stormfury - Ans: Allen

5. Leader who alleged Stormfury was a US
attempt to weaponise storms - Ans: Fidel

Castro
Visual: Hurricane Nine (King)
First contact: K.N. Viswanathan | [N
Harilakshmi M. | Amit Yadav | Anmol Visual: What’s the name for the part of the human ear
Agrawal | Tamal Biswas visible outside the head? It’s called the pinna in
non-human animals. PUBLIC DOMAIN
Qulz

Weather Modification in Hurricane Esther
Introduction

¢ In meteorological experiments, scientists attempted weather modification to reduce the
intensity of Hurricane Esther.

e These experiments were part of Project Stormfury, a U.S. government program conducted
between 1962 and 1983, aimed at weakening tropical cyclones through cloud seeding.

Material Used for Seeding

o Silver iodide (Agl) was the primary material dropped into the hurricane’s eyewall.

o Silver iodide acts as an ice nucleating agent, encouraging supercooled water droplets in
clouds to freeze and form ice crystals.
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The goal was to alter the internal structure of the hurricane, reduce wind speeds, and
weaken the storm’s intensity.

Mechanism of Cloud Seeding in Hurricanes

Hurricanes contain supercooled water droplets in their eyewall.

Introducing silver iodide stimulates freezing of these droplets, releasing latent heat, which
can modify convection patterns.

Scientists hoped that this would broaden the eyewall and reduce peak wind speeds,
theoretically lowering storm intensity.

Results and Observations

Hurricane Esther (1961) was one of the early experiments, showing temporary weakening,
but later studies suggested natural fluctuations could explain observed changes.

Project Stormfury provided valuable data on hurricane dynamics, even though large-scale
modification proved impractical.

Cloud seeding experiments like these pioneered modern understanding of hurricane
physics and storm modification techniques.

Significance

Silver iodide remains a key material for cloud seeding in weather modification research
worldwide.

The experiments highlighted the challenges of altering large natural systems, emphasizing
the limitations of technology against large-scale natural phenomena.

Insights gained inform modern hurricane tracking, modeling, and mitigation strategies.

Heterogeneous Nucleation Induced by Silver lodide in Clouds
Introduction

Silver iodide (Agl) is used in cloud seeding to induce precipitation.
The process it triggers in clouds is called heterogeneous nucleation, a key mechanism for
ice formation in supercooled clouds.

Heterogeneous Nucleation Explained

Heterogeneous nucleation occurs when ice crystals form on foreign particles (called
nuclei) rather than spontaneously.

In the atmosphere, supercooled water droplets exist at temperatures below 0°C but remain
liquid.

When silver iodide particles are introduced, they act as ice nuclei, providing a surface for
water molecules to freeze.

This process initiates ice crystal formation, which can grow and fall as snow or rain,
depending on temperature and altitude.

Why Silver lodide is Effective

Applications in Weather Modification

The crystal structure of Agl is similar to ice, making it an efficient nucleating agent.
It works at temperatures as high as -5°C to -10°C, which is suitable for cloud seeding
operations.

Compared to homogeneous nucleation (which requires lower temperatures, ~-40°C),
heterogeneous nucleation is practical for real-world weather modification.

Cloud seeding for rainfall enhancement in drought-prone regions.
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e Hurricane experiments (Project Stormfury) aimed at weakening storms by modifying
internal cloud dynamics.
o Snowpack augmentation in mountainous regions to ensure water supply.

China’s Objection to Cloud-Seeding Typhoons
Introduction

¢ Cloud seeding is a method of weather modification in which substances like silver iodide
are introduced into clouds to induce precipitation or weaken storms.

o  While experiments like Project Stormfury in the 1960s and 1970s aimed to reduce the
intensity of hurricanes, not all countries supported such interventions.

China’s Objection

e China objected to cloud-seeding operations targeting typhoons, citing sovereignty and
safety concerns.

e The concem was that modifying storms in one area could alter storm paths and impact
neighboring countries, potentially causing unintended damage.

e Cloud seeding of typhoons could affect rainfall distribution, storm intensity, and coastal
flooding, which led to diplomatic and environmental debates.

Reasons for Objection

o Transboundary Effects: Typhoons move across national boundaries, so altering their path
could affect other nations.

o Scientific Uncertainty: At the time, storm modification techniques were experimental with
unpredictable outcomes.

¢ Legal and Ethical Concerns: International law lacks clear provisions on manipulating
weather, and China raised ethical and legal questions.

Hurricane Allen and Project Stormfury
Introduction

o Project Stormfury was a U.S. government experiment (1962-1983) aimed at weakening
tropical cyclones (hurricanes) using cloud seeding techniques.

e Scientists hoped that injecting silver iodide into hurricane eyewalls would disrupt
convection and reduce storm intensity.

Hurricane Allen

o Hurricane Allen (1980) was one of the most intense Atlantic hurricanes recorded, with
peak winds exceeding 190 mph.

o It traversed multiple Caribbean countries and the southern United States, causing extensive
damage and fatalities.

Why Hurricane Allen Rejected Project Stormfury

e Storm Structure: Allen’s eye and eyewall were extremely well-organized and resilient,
making cloud-seeding effects negligible.

¢ Intensity: The hurricane’s high intensity and large energy scale made it resistant to
human-induced modification.

¢ Scientific Outcome: Observations during Allen demonstrated that hurricanes could not be
significantly weakened using cloud seeding, unlike earlier smaller storms tested.

o End of Project Stormfury: Allen’s example, along with other data, led scientists to
conclude that large-scale hurricane modification was impractical, and the project was
eventually discontinued in 1983.

Scientific Significance
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¢ Understanding Hurricane Dynamics: Highlighted the complexity of hurricane convection
and energy distribution.

o Limits of Weather Modification: Proved that human intervention cannot reliably alter
major hurricanes.

o Shift in Focus: Researchers moved from modification attempts to improved forecasting
and early warning systems.

Fidel Castro and Allegations Against Project Stormfury
Introduction

¢ Fidel Castro was the Prime Minister (later President) of Cuba, serving from 1959 to 2008.
e During his tenure, Cuba was highly affected by Atlantic hurricanes, which frequently caused
widespread damage to the island.

Project Stormfury Context

e Project Stormfury (1962-1983) was a U.S. government experiment aimed at modifying
hurricanes using cloud seeding techniques (silver iodide injections).

e The stated goal was storm weakening, but the program involved testing on hurricanes
over the Atlantic, which could affect Caribbean nations including Cuba.

Castro’s Allegation

o Fidel Castro publicly claimed that Project Stormfury was not just scientific, but potentially
a U.S. attempt to weaponize storms.

e He expressed concerns that modifying hurricanes could be used as a geopolitical tool
against nations in the Caribbean region.

o This reflected the Cold War context, where Cuba was wary of U.S. interventions following
the Bay of Pigs invasion (1961) and the Cuban Missile Crisis (1962).

Scientific and Political Relevance

e Hurricane Modification Limits: Later research confirmed that hurricanes like Allen could not
be significantly altered by cloud seeding.

¢ Political Tensions: Castro’s statement highlighted environmental manipulation as a
potential weapon, an early instance of geoengineering concerns in geopolitics.

o Shift to Disaster Preparedness: The controversy emphasized the importance of hurricane
tracking, early warning systems, and disaster preparedness rather than attempts to
modify storms.
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‘First round of FTA
talks with Russia bloc
EAEU likely in Nov.

The next round of negotiations for the FTA between India and the

European Union will take place October 6-10, as per a govt. source

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

he first round of ne-
T gotiations for a free

trade agreement
(FTA) between India and
the Eurasian Economic Un-
ion (EAEU), which in-
cludes Russia, is likely to
take place in early Novem-
ber, according to the Rus-
sian embassy. However,
this is yet to be confirmed
by the Indian government.

In addition, the next
two months are going to
see rounds of FTA talks
between India and the EU,
Chile, Peru, and a review
of the FTA with the Asso-
ciation of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN).

In a statement, the Em-
bassy of Russia in India
said Minister in charge of
Trade of the Eurasian Eco-
nomic Commission An-

Down to business: Piyush Goyal with EU Trade Commissioner
Maros Sefcovi¢ during India, EU FTA talks. ANI (FILE PHOTO)

drey Slepnev met Com-
merce Minister Piyush
Goyal on September 15.
“The Ministers agreed
on an approach under
which the first round of ne-
gotiations is set to take
place in early November
this year in India and focus
on discussing the core as-

pects of the future deal,”
the statement said. “It will
be preceded by intensive
consultations between the
Commission, Indian partn-
ers, and the EAEU Member
States.” The Indian govern-
ment, however, has not
confirmed the date of the
first round of negotiations.

‘First round of FTA talks with Russia bloc EAEU likely in Nov.’
= I EAEU & HIY FTA dTdi &1 Ugdl SR AdeR # 11 &1 AYTaAT
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The next round of negotiations for the FTA between India and the European Union will
take place October 6-10, as per a govt. source.

YR 3R AT T & s FTA & T 3ATaT R ardi 6-10 S(agaR &1 1T, TRBRI Tl &
MRS

The first round of negotiations for a free trade agreement (FTA) between India and the
Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU), which includes Russia, is likely to take place in early
November, according to the Russian embassy.

YRT IR PRI SIS GG (EAEU), s 8 e 2, 3 S 9o AR
w—sﬁm (FTA) 3! Ugdll R @I aral Taar &1 IESTd W §H 31 JUIGT 5, T garar &
AR
However, this is yet to be confirmed by the Indian government.

BT, 53 anf) do YR WRHR gRIYR T8 & T 2|

In addition, the next two months are going to see rounds of FTA talks between India and
the EU, Chile, Peru, and a review of the FTA with the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN).

TP ST, ST & AL & IR 3R gRidg I9 (EV), faell, U= & &9 FTA 9maf & 2R,

3R SfRu1.qd URTaTE 30T F HH (ASEAN) B T FTA 95 Tiie 2 arch 21

In a statement, the Embassy of Russia in India said Minister in charge of Trade of the
Eurasian Economic Commission Andrey Slepnev met Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal
on September 15.

TH §OF H, URd ® =1 gaTa - &1 {6 PR/ FHATHS GHIRM & ariorsyg 6 onig
TUAq = 15 RdaR &1 arforsa T dgu Maa 3 gared o1

“The Ministers agreed on an approach under which the first round of negotiations is set to
take place in early November this year in India and focus on discussing the core aspects of
the future deal,” the statement said.

T 3 wEHta s 3 b 59 Y TdeR $ geTa ¥ WRd  ugeh AR A araf aft iR
%W%ﬂﬂgﬁ%%g@%ﬁﬁwﬂmmﬁ I § Fel T

“It will be preceded by intensive consultations between the Commission, Indian partners,
and the EAEU Member States.”

Y Uga HHIRM, YR HRTERY, 3R EAEU Hew ¢=if & s e faaR-fawsf g
The Indian government, however, has not confirmed the date of the first round of
negotiations.

BTdifoh, HIRHT WRPR A 3nfl I ugelt R $t ardi st IRRG ST gfY 71 &1 5|
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SEBI may okay banks’ investing
in non-agriculture derivatives

Press Trust of India
MUMBAI

SEBI will “engage” with the
government to allow
banks, insurance compa-
nies and pension funds to
invest in non-agriculture

commodity derivative mar-
kets, Chairman Tuhin Kan-
ta Pandey said.

He said SEBI is also look-
ing at a proposal to allow
foreign portfolio investors
to trade in non-cash set-
tled, non-agricultural com-

modity derivative
contracts.

“We will engage with
the government to consid-
er banks, insurance firms
and pension funds to trade
in the (non-cash, non-agri-
cultural) markets,” he said.

SEBI may okay banks’ investing in non-agriculture derivatives

R-pfYy sfafesy # @i & fra=r &1 SEBI H#eR¥l & AFar g

o SEBI will “engage” with the government to allow banks, insurance companies and
pension funds to invest in non-agriculture commodity derivative markets, Chairman
Tuhin Kanta Pandey said.

SEBI IR®R & WY “HaTg” T 1 Spl, STAT Huf~at iR 9 hgw &I R-piy
FAIfsdl Sfkafeq urdbew & faz w7 o srgafa <t o1 9%, Tor SRS gfe= @i uis A

Dol

e He said SEBI is also looking at a proposal to allow foreign portfolio investors to trade in
non-cash settled, non-agricultural commodity derivative contracts.

38 w8l f& SeEBI fagsh uidwiferar

Shafea sicaed & AR HA &t 3AK 3 & wRarg W fdaR &R @31

¢ “We will engage with the government to consider banks, insurance firms and pension
funds to trade in the (non-cash, non-agricultural) markets,” he said.

3T Be, “TH IR S Y HAIE 4| dleh Sep, A1 Hut-ra R I Bgd (R-Adg,
- TR T SR HR &5 17
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